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“You have heard it said unto you ... but I say unto you ...”

From the beginnings of His public ministry, Jesus set the
record straight: “I have come to change the world.” He had come to
change people’s thinking. He had come to revolutionize their par-
adigm—the way they saw the world and had comfortably settled
into it, following their own desires, ignoring those around them
who needed help, and figuring that was the way to do it because
everyone else was doing pretty much the same thing, and they fit
in with that.

Then came Jesus. “You have heard it said ... but I say unto

you ..."
We often think we have arrived spiritually because we have
memorized a bunch of rules and regulations, or a list of do's and
don'ts, and built them into our culture and lifestyle. If you just
wear your Christian T-shirt once a week, make sure your radio is
always tuned to the local Christian music station, don't do drugs
or drink, go to church on Sundays and Bible study one night a
week, take part in the summer missions trip, and don't have sex
until you are married, then you are a real witness to those around
you.

But Jesus came and shattered man's perception of the
world. He taught about a kingdom that was more powerful than
man could ever comprehend. This kingdom, however, didn't
always make common sense. He taught that the kingdom of
heaven is more than clothes, music, Bible studies, and what you
do on the outside. The kingdom of heaven is spiritual. The king-
dom of heaven is peace. The kingdom of heaven is the narrow
road of following Jesus day by day. You can't be like everyone else
and follow Him. His sheep hear His voice and chase after Him;
they don't just roam with the rest of the herd and think that is
going to save them.

The path He has for you is very different, very special; it is




unique in all of humankind. He came to change the world. How
can those who truly follow Him have any less of a goal in life?

Jesus came to comfort the afflicted, but
He also came to afflict the comfortable.

Throughout history true followers of Christ have been revo-
lutionaries. As the trends of society have been dictated by the herd
mentality, these men and women of God have stood up and said,
“Hey, wait a minute. That’s not right!” They reached out their
hands to people the rest of the world walked by without a glance,
they spoke out when shutting up may have saved their lives, they
distributed Bibles when others were passing out ammunition, they
took God places others called “God-forsaken,” they picked up their
crosses and followed Christ when others cried “Lord, Lord” but did
nothing. And for this they were called “Freaks.”

People often look up to us because we are in the public eye,
but the people in this book are the true heroes. They are the ones
people should look up to.

The freedoms we have today to own a Bible, believe what
seems right to us, go to the church we want, and follow God as
completely as we want are all because of the Jesus Freaks who came
before us. If only we had yet done enough to earn such an honored
title among the rest of these “Freaks.”

Proverbs 1:32 NIV tells us “the complacency of fools will
destroy them.” Are we too comfortable in our lifestyles to truly be
following Christ?

The world was shocked when those who called themselves fun-
damentalist believers in God killed 3,023 people on September 11,
2001, by crashing planeloads of people into the World Trade Center,
into the ground in Pennsylvania, and into the Pentagon. In the United
States in recent years, those who have called themselves fundamental-
ist believers in God have bombed abortion clinics, assassinated doctors
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who performed abortions, holed themselves up within compounds and
shot it out with the FBI, or committed mass suicides thinking that their
“martyrdoms” would change the way people think. In the Middle Ages
those who called themselves fundamentalist believers in God went on
“crusades” to “free” Israel and left a wake of pillaging, looting, and
rape in their wake. They felt themselves revolutionaries for the cause
of God, but they were deluded. They died thinking they were heroes
and martyrs.

We hear the word martyr a lot these days. People who feel
sorry for themselves because others have been inconsiderate to
them are said to be “playing the martyr” to get the attention of
their friends. People are called “martyrs” on the evening news
because they have suffered even slightly for some cause. People use
the word as a political tool to try to spark a revolution and conform
others to their way of thinking. They try to manipulate others with
this word to get what they want.

All true martyrs are revolutionaries,
but not all revolutionaries are true martyrs.

Those who rise up and kill themselves to kill others are not
martyrs at all. They have lost sight of the truth and have been
sucked into a lie. They have never experienced the true power of
love. The kind of love God is. The love that cannot be defeated,
though you beat it, you torture it, or you shoot it with guns or
stab it with knives. They try to accomplish their goals through
fear and intimidation. They do not understand that true martyr-
dom is being a witness of the Truth. It is not defined simply by
dying for some cause; it is defined by living for the freedom of oth-
ers. Freedom from fear. Freedom from prejudice and persecution.
Freedom from hatred, bitterness, and jealousy. Freedom to be for-
given and to forgive.

Martyrs die because they refuse to deny the Truth, they are




r 771

unwilling to force their ways upon others, and they are unwilling
to fight back when fighting back would deny the Love they are try-
ing to show those hurting them. This is how martyrdom changes
things: It stands up as a witness of the One who is Truth and Love,
and the One who is Truth and Love can do little else but stand up
and surround them with His presence. And His presence changes
things.

These are the true revolutionaries that have existed through-
out history, starting at the Cross. These are the great cloud of mar-
tyrs—uwitnesses—that are seated in heaven watching the revolution
for true freedom—spiritual freedom—rage on the earth. It is a rev-
olution of words and hearts and helping hands. It is a revolution
that turns the world upside right and lets God touch the earth with
His love wherever the revolutionaries go, whether it be across the
street, across the ocean, into a prison cell, or to the grave. These
are the revolutionaries who were not willing to set aside the Truth
for the convenience of being accepted or the privilege of living
only by their own desires. These are the revolutionaries who fight
for the spiritual freedom that is only found in Jesus and are unwill-
ing to let that freedom go for anything.

We have much to learn from such revolutionaries. We also
have much to carry on for them—much to carry on for Him.

That’s why doing a second book on Jesus Freaks makes
sense. In the first book a lot of people read about what was hap-
pening in the world and were surprised and shocked and never
knew they had it so good. But what do we do with that knowledge?
Jesus Freaks 2 is not just about those who stood up for Jesus, but
those who were willing to make their lives a difference for Jesus.
That is the call today as well: When you read JF1, you may have
decided that you were willing to die for Jesus, but will you be with
those in JF2 who made the decision to live for Him and have that
life make a difference for Him?
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Many revolutionaries for Jesus. have influenced my life.
Richard and Sabina Wurmbrand are two of them: They were fear-
less Christian leaders in Romania. When the Russian tanks were
rolling into their country, many were trying to run the other way,
but Richard and Sabina stood beside the road and handed gospel
booklets in Russian to the tank commanders. This Lutheran pastor
and his wife did not see problems. They saw opportunities.

When trains full of Russian troops would move through the
main station, Hebrew Christians from their congregation would
place gospels through the windows and into the hands of eager sol-
diers before the political KGB officer could reach them.

Richard and Sabina spent years in prison for their courageous
stand, ministering even behind bars. They founded the mission I
represent: The Voice of the Martyrs.

Many revolutionaries for Jesus cannot read or write, but all of
us are willing to be used by God, who opens our mouths to share
the Good News. In Bangladesh one man told us about a fanatical
Muslim attack on his home: “They burned my house. They burned
my wife’s clothes. But they cannot burn Jesus from our hearts.”
Another Bangladeshi Christian rides his bicycle through villages,
even though they threaten to cut off his feet. He cannot read the
tracts he gives to others, but his son reads them to him each morn-
ing before he goes out.
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It is characteristic of revolutionaries for Jesus to view our mis-
sion as more important than our possessions. My friend Pastor Li Di
Xian, who lives in China, has been arrested eighteen times in the
past few years. He preaches in house churches, which are “illegal.”
(The Chinese official church generally follows government policy
by not allowing anyone under the age of eighteen to attend
church.) I visited one of Pastor Li’s groups where many children
attended. More than four hundred Christians were sitting on the
ground. Li keeps a small cloth suitcase ready so he will have a
change of clothes when he is arrested again.

A similar situation exists in Vietnam, where there are hun-
dreds of thousands of new Christians but no church buildings are
allowed. Evangelist To Dinh Trung was in the Quang Ngai prison
when nervous officials told him that he could go home several
months early. He had received thousands of letters from Christians
around the world. Brother Trung refused to go home early to his
wife and two children, because he was leading many prisoners to
Christ!

We revolutionaries for Jesus strive to keep our eyes on the
Cross.

I was honored to spend eighteen months in prison in Cuba
with those who love Jesus. I was sentenced to twenty-four years for
distributing Christian literature. There I met Pastor Noble
Alexander, who remained in prison more than twenty years. Pastor
Noble baptized more than three hundred men in different prisons
while the guards were looking the other way. Many times the pris-
oners were dunked under hot dishwater.

Revolutionaries for Jesus understand that eternity is worth
everything.

Wearing the badge of courage for Christ does not require us
to live in an area that is openly hostile to Christians. Someone
influenced all of these Christian leaders who at one time in their
lives were lost, without God. Someone courageously sacrificed time
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to pray, to teach, to read Bible stories, and to model the love and
mercy of Christ over and over and over again. To do this consis-

tently takes a Holy Spirit-revolutionized mind and spirit.
Revolutionaries for Christ are not swayed by opinions

and reactions from the world. We must always be gracious as we
present the Good News of our Redeemer, but we must remember
that the cross of Christ, His Way, will threaten and be an offense
to some (Galatians 5:10-11; 1 Peter 2:7-8). This must not deter
us from our mission.

When religious leaders, merchants selling idols, and igno-
rant mobs attacked the disciples, the accusation was, “They have
turned our world upside-down” (Acts 17:6, paraphrased). It is
easy to forget that the Christless values and religions of the world
are upside-down. They will not lead us to eternity.

Revolutionaries for Jesus, while sharing the forgiveness of
Christ in a loving way, are not blunted by the desire to always be
accepted or loved by others. We must respect the beliefs of oth-
ers but not allow this gracious response to silence us from sharing
the Truth. Christians and only Christians are able to offer the key
to eternity, the key to the Door, Jesus Christ, who revolutionizes
and redeems us into His world, the world that is right-side-up.
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rev-o-lu-tion-ar-y

(rev-«-lii-sh*n-er-&)n.

[from Latin revolvere: to revolve, or turn around]

1) A person who brings about (a) a sudden, radical, or complete
change; (b) a fundamental change in political, social, or cultural
organization; (c) a fundamental change in the way of thinking
about or visualizing something: a change of paradigm <the
Copernican revolution> 2) One engaged in a revolution. 3) An
advocate or adherent of revolutionary doctrines, doctrines that are
a complete turnaround from the cultural, economic, and political
norms of the day. 4) A disciple of Christ; a Jesus Freak.

jT

These who have turned the world upside
| down have come here too «.. and these are
| all acting contrary to the decrees of

Caesar, saying there is another king—
Jesus.

SPOKEN OF PAUL AND SILAS BY THOSE WHO OPPOSED
THEM IN THESSALONICA

(ACTS 17:6-7 NK)V)

What this means is that those who
become Christians become new personse.
They are not the same anymore, for the
old life is gone« A new life has begun!

PAUL, SPEAKING ABOUT THE PERSONAL REVOLUTION
OF BECOMING A CHRISTIAN
(2 CORINTHIANS 5:17 NLT)
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"LORD, Show e t h e Truth"

By 1967 it was as if a whole generation had detached itself
from the conventional values of their society and converged on the
Haight-Ashbury district of San Francisco looking for answers. Yet
what was touted as a haven for free thinking and countercultural
renewal had instead become a viper’s pit of hard drugs, rape, abuse
of innocence, organized crime, and the recruiting ground for every
religious persuasion imaginable.

Into this walked a young man named Kent Philpott, who felt
compelled of God to go there with the Gospel. In April of 1967, he
met another young man, David Hoyt, who had devoted himself to
Hinduism and preached the world of Krishna Consciousness. They
began months of debating back and forth the nature of truth and
spirituality that brought in many friends and supporters on both
sides.

Kent'’s open-minded dialogue and David’s sincere search for
truth soon had David reeling in doubt about what he had previ-
ously held as true. Then one night in desperation, he called out to
God: “Lord, show me the Truth. Jesus Christ, if you are the Son of
God, come into my life! Forgive and heal me!”

In what was to David a blinding burst of light like what Paul
experienced on the road to Damascus came the realization that
Jesus was God’s Son, sent to the world to free him. Jesus was alive
and the true Savior of humanity! Jesus was the only one who could
truly set people free! David became a Christian on the spot.

Soon after this, Kent and David teamed up to become among
the first to establish a mission in the Haight-Ashbury district and
reach out to those coming there for new answers. From their efforts
and others that sprang up around the same time began the revival
that became known as the Jesus Movement. They were among the
first revolutionaries to be called “Jesus Freaks.”




Why Search for Truth?

The personal revolution of becoming a Christian has always
been the only basis of true freedom and real change. Though the
truths of God’s Word and His kingdom are eternal and unchang-
ing, they are continually made new to every person who encoun-
ters them. Throughout history great change has only been made by
those hungriest for Truth and those not content to simply follow
the beliefs of others, but who instead demand the genuine revela-
tion of coming to know God personally. Those who will accept no
less than that are the ones who become world changers.

“And how about you? Who do you say I am?” Simon
Peter said, “You’re the Christ, the Messiah, the Son of
the living God.”
Jesus came back, “God bless you, Simon, son of Jonah!
You didn’t get that answer out of books or from teachers.
My Father in heaven, God himself, let you in on this
secret of who I really am. And now I’m going to tell you
who you are, really are. You are Peter, a rock. This is
the rock on which I will put together my church, a
church so expansive with energy that not even the gates
of hell will be able to keep it out.”
Jesus and Peter
(Matthew 16:15-18 THE MESSAGE)

The rock Jesus spoke of here was the revelation of Jesus as the
Christ that Peter expressed: Jesus as God’s anointed Son, and Jesus
as one’s personal Lord and Savior. It is upon that rock that Jesus has
always built His church. And it is without this revelation that peo-
ple are led astray, even people of the established church, who seek

power and position because they don’t know the wealth that exists
in the Truth of the Gospel.

13
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What 1s TRUth*

Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. I was born and
came into the world for this one purpose, to speak about
the truth. Whoever belongs to the truth listens to me.”
“And what is truth?” Pilate asked. Then Pilate went
back outside to the people and said to them, “I cannot

find any reason to condemn him.”
Jesus and Pilate

(John 18:37-38 TEV)

In this exchange is the summary of preaching the Gospel to
the blind world.

“Here is the Truth, right in front of you!”

“What truth?”

Those who would be blind don’t see it. Yet those who hunger
for truth will. Many don’t know they are hungry for it. Others have
searched their whole lives for it and never find it until someone
exposes them to it. But that is always the exchange: Those who
know the truth must share it with others; those who don’t know it
have to decide whether or not they will receive it. If they will
receive it, then God will reveal it to their hearts if they will hunger
and thirst for it.

Why is Truth so elusive? Because Truth is not a list of beliefs
or statements or mathematical formulas that can simply be memo-
rized. It is not a philosophical system or the end of a journey where
you can arrive and then be done. Truth is a Person—]Jesus Christ—
and knowing the Truth is a relationship. Just as getting to know a
person takes time, getting to know Jesus can happen no faster. It
happens day by day, meeting with Him, walking with Him, talking
with Him, listening to Him, being with Him, and obeying Him.

Even if it takes all of eternity to get to know Him, there can
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never be a better use of our time. Where is the time for bitterness,
hatred, depression, power mongering, judging others, and drawing

lines between people if we are consumed with getting to know

Jesus? If we are all busy searching for Truth and loving others as

Jesus told us to, there are worlds of problems we will never get into,

and there are worlds of problems we will help solve.

For by whom has truth ever been discovered without
God? By whom has God ever been found without
Christ? By whom has Christ ever been explored without
the Holy Spirit? By whom has the Holy Spirit ever been

attained without the mysterious gift of faith?
Tertullian

Christian father and apologist o
c. A.D. 150-229

I am the way, and the truth, and the life. The only way
to the Father is through me.

Jesus

(John 14:6 Nncv)
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THosE Who LOVe the TRUTH Are
Always Revolutionary

The cross is God’s truth to us, and therefore it is the
only power which can make us truthful. When we know
the cross, we are no longer afraid of truth. We need no
more oaths to confirm the truth of our utterance, for we
live the perfect truth of God.
There is no truth toward Jesus without truth toward
man. Untruthfulness destroys fellowship, but truth cuts
false fellowship to pieces and establishes genuine broth-
erhood. We cannot follow Christ unless we live in
revealed truth before God and man.
Dietrich Bonhoeffer
Hung for resisting the Nazis
Berlin, Germany

1945

Being truthful—always telling the truth—is revolutionary.
Those who know the Truth can’t help but stand up for Him and tell
others about Him. They can’t help but make a difference for Him.

If those who say they know the Truth—that they know
Jesus—don’t share Him, do they really know the Truth? Probably
not. Those who know Him can’t deny Him. Knowing Him is just
too life-altering to go long without talking about Him.

Knowing Jesus changes things so that a person can’t just sit
back in a comfortable lifestyle and do nothing while others swal-
low lies or are persecuted. Knowing Him means being a constant
witness of the Truth and a constant catalyst of change for a better
world. Whether it is on a large scale or a small scale, those who
belong to Jesus make a difference.
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Do you know Jesus?

This book is filled with stories of those who do and were
willing to give everything to make a difference for Him.
Learn from them.

Be like them.

Make your life make a difference for the Truth!

4
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Stories:
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ou
wants to be 1Y follower,
youll US T put aside your

selfish ambition\,
SHOULDER YOUR Cross,

and follow M E.

If you try tokeep your life
for yourself, YOU WILL LOSE it.

But if you GIVe UP your life
for MY sake

and for the sake ol THE

GOOD NEWS,
you will find
True Life.

Jesus
(Mark 8:34-35 NLT)
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"Kim" | North Korea | 2001

Kim had come home, unable to speak. His mother could tell
he was in shock and sat with him, soothing him and trying to find
out what had happened. Finally he began to open up to her.

“I was with one of my best friends today when two police
officers approached us. They grabbed my friend and accused him of
being a Christian. One of the officers knocked him to the ground
while the other took out his gun. My friend didn’t get angry or
curse anyone. He ... he didn’t even try to defend himself.

“Even as the gun was pointed directly at him, his face
remained peaceful. He looked straight into my eyes, and without
speaking a word, | knew exactly what he was saying. He wanted me
to believe the same thing he did. And then he just said, ‘Bless
them.’

“He was executed right in front of me—because he was a
Christian. I do not even know what a Christian is. I don’t under-
stand any of this.”

Kim’s mother held his head in her hands. There were tears in
her eyes. Now it was she who was in shock. She then told him sim-
ply, “I understand.”

“How could you possibly understand why they would kill my
friend?”

She slowly began to tell her son about her Lord Jesus Christ,
how He had miraculously been born of a virgin and crucified on a
cross to save all those who would believe in Him. As she contin-
ued sharing with her eldest son, she began to sob. Now it was she
who couldn’t go on. She felt the pain of never daring to tell her son
about Jesus Christ, lest his fate would be like that of his friend. She
also felt the overwhelming joy of knowing that God had not for-
gotten her son, but allowed someone else to bring him the Gospel.
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Finally she told him, “God allowed you to witness the mar-
tyrdom of one of His brave children. As those bullets hit his heart,
a seed of hope was planted in yours.”

The son prayed that night and received Jesus Christ into his
heart. He was filled with joy as he embraced his mother and
thanked her for telling him the truth. But suddenly he began to
weep again and appeared distraught. Confused, the mother asked,
“Now what’s wrong?”

“My brothers,” Kim cried, “they do not know Jesus. We must
tell them!”

His three brothers soon came home and discovered their
older brother and mother crying together. Their first thought was
that something terrible had happened to their father, and they
quickly knelt down beside their mother, asking what was wrong.

With unnatural boldness the eldest son stood up and
responded, “You should also receive Jesus Christ.” Before the
evening had passed, all three had done exactly that.

The mother was filled with joy. Although she had never
dared to speak to her children about her Christian faith, she had
diligently prayed for them every day. Now that her children had
accepted Jesus, she began cautiously looking for a Bible so they
could learn more of God’s Word. But she could not find any.

Eventually her oldest son secretly crossed the Yalu River into
China in search of Bibles. You can imagine the look on his face
when he finally came across a miniature Bible in the Korean lan-
guage. He pleaded with the Christians in China, asking how he
could obtain some of these Bibles. Regrettably no more were avail-
able. Refusing to admit defeat, he told the Christians the dramatic
story of how he had witnessed his friend’s death and how he and his
brothers had learned of Jesus Christ. Before departing for North
Korea, he said, “I am in need of five thousand of these Bibles to
share with my family and others in North Korea. [ will be back in
one month to pick them up.”

E—————
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Hearing of the request, some Christian workers hurriedly
printed five thousand copies of the miniature Korean Bibles. Over
the next year or so, Kim returned on several occasions to smuggle
the Bibles back across the border. All four of these brothers are now
actively sharing their faith, knowing firsthand the consequences if
they are discovered. Since their last pickup of these Bibles some
months ago, no one has heard further news of them.

Transformation. Change. In an instant, by the touch of God, a
life can be changed. There is nothing more miraculous in the world.
One minute a person can be walking down the street, and then some-
thing happens to make that person realize they don’t know it all. There
is more to life than they had ever imagined. They are not alone. There
is a God who loves them and He is Truth. In a moment, in a twin-
kling of an eye, the world is different. It is like everything just went
from black and white to color, like suddenly they can see when they
were blind before, like they were in prison and now have been set free.

Such change is both instant and incremental; it is this that makes
a person a revolutionary for Christ—someone willing to risk it all for
the Truth. While change often comes in leaps, as it did for Kim and his
family, it will also take them a lifetime to work out what has happened
in their hearts. They will do this by becoming revolutionaries in their
society, smuggling the Truth to as many as they can, working a “resist-
ance” of the world system to find those whose hearts are ready for the
Gospel, and working against those who would control how they think,
behave, and believe.

People who aren’t convinced that what they believe is the Truth
don’t do such things.

The secret police greatly persecuted the underground
church, because they recognized in it the only effective
resistance left. It was just the kind of resistance (a spir-
itual resistance) which, if left unhindered, would

.
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undermine their atheistic power. They recognized, as
only the devil can, an immediate threat to them. They
knew if a man believed in Christ he would never be a
mindless, willing subject. They knew they could
imprison the physical body, but they couldn’t imprison
a person’s spirit—their faith in God. And so they fought
very hard.

Richard Wurmbrand

Founder of The Voice of the Martyrs

Spent fourteen years in a Communist prison
Romania

1940s, ’50s, and ’60s

“If the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”
Jesus
(John 8:36 N1v)

=
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The Son of Consolation

Barnabas | Salamina, Cyprus | A.D. 64

“Don’t be a fool, Joses. The man is a murderer and a spy! He
only wants to come to us so that he can gather names to give to the
council and bring us all to trial as he did Stephen. He will stop at
nothing to see that every person who preaches in the name of Jesus
is executed. No, we cannot let him come here, no matter what he
claims. Brother Barnabas, we know you mean well as always, but
you must see the reason in protecting ourselves. We cannot let Saul
come to meet with us. Brother Peter, | turn to your leadership as
always in this matter; please tell Barnabas that we would be expos-
ing ourselves to unnecessary risk.”

Peter looked from the speaker to Joses, whom the members of
the first church had nicknamed Barnabas, the “son of consolation,”
because of his constant encouragement to the brethren. Barnabas
looked troubled by the words, but Peter could tell he wasn’t fin-
ished pleading his case. “Brother Barnabas, you have something
else to add?”’

“Only that I know the change that came to my life from
accepting Jesus as the Messiah. And | know the change that came
to your life, Brother Peter. And yours, Brother Isaac, and the
change that came to the rest of you here today. Didn’t Jesus preach
that all who call upon His name would be saved? Well, Saul has
called on that name. He also met with the risen Jesus on the road
to Damascus. | know the man who held the coats of those who
stoned Stephen as we stood by helplessly, and I know the man who
reasoned with the Jewish brethren and Greeks in Damascus that
Jesus is the Messiah. He is the same man on the outside, but not
the same man on the inside. Saul is no longer a persecutor, but a
brother in Christ. In fact, he left Damascus in fear for his own life
because of the boldness of his testimony. What good is Jesus’ sacri-
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fice and Stephen’s forgiveness of those who killed him if we cannot
look past the flesh of a man and accept what Jesus has done to
change his heart?”

Those in the room grew quiet for a moment, then Peter spoke
for all of them. “As always, Barnabas, your words have spoken
straight to my heart. I cannot refuse fellowship to any who will call
upon His name, as Jesus himself said He would not. Can any of the
rest of you?”

As Peter looked around the room, no eyes met his gaze, but
many nodded their heads in agreement with him. They knew the
danger of rejecting Jesus’ words was greater than any threat to their
lives.

It was in such a way that Saul, who was destined to become
Paul the apostle, was admitted as a brother to the church in
Jerusalem by Barnabas, “the encourager.”

Barnabas continued to travel with and encourage Saul for
some time after that. They journeyed together to Antioch in Syria,
where they taught and argued the cause of Christ so well that the
members of the church in Antioch were the first to call themselves
“Christians.” He also supported Paul as he returned to Jerusalem to
persuade the brethren there that Christianity was not to be a sect
of Judaism—following all the laws of the Old Testament and just
adding Jesus—but it was a transformation of their covenant with
God into something new through Christ, surpassing the law to a
life in the Spirit made possible by Jesus’ death and resurrection.

Barnabas was such an eloquent speaker and preached with
such passion and convincing doctrine that he was the chosen
speaker over Paul on their first missionary journey. However, when
God began to bring Paul to the forefront, Barnabas the encourager
took the lesser place without complaint. He was not worried about
position as much as seeing the call of God fulfilled in Paul’s life.

John Mark, Barnabas’s nephew, had deserted Paul and
Barnabas on their first missionary journey when things looked like
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they were getting rough, but he repented and asked to go along
with them on their second journey to the north. Paul refused to let
him come along because of his earlier desertion, but Barnabas stuck
with John Mark much as he had stuck with Paul before the
brethren in Jerusalem years earlier.

Thus Barnabas and Paul went separate ways. Paul took Silas
and headed to Syria and Cilicia, and Barnabas and John Mark went
to Cyprus. Barnabas eventually encouraged John Mark to travel
with Peter.

Being originally from Cyprus, Barnabas stayed on there
preaching Christ to all who came across his path. Such a following
rose up that he fell into contention with a Jewish sorcerer who was
losing business because the things Barnabas taught freed the peo-
ple from their fear of him and what his “magic” could do to them.
Because of this, the sorcerer stirred the non-Christians of the city
against Barnabas. They soon falsely accused Barnabas of some
crime and had him thrown into prison.

When a time was set for Barnabas to come before a judge in
Salamina, fearing the judge would discover his innocence and
release him, a mob led by the sorcerer raided the jail, put a rope
around Barnabas’s neck, dragged him outside the city, and burned
him.

Barnabas was not swayed by the views of the mainstream.
When everyone else flowed idly with the currents of fear or popular
opinion, he took his paddle in hand and fought hard to get their boat
back into God’s flow of love and acceptance, even if he was the only
one paddling. He judged people by the confessions of their hearts and
how they lined up with the Word of God, not by their pasts or what
they looked like. Where others saw a lost cause or an enemy, Barnabas
saw great potential and a brother or sister in the Lord that needed the
support of an encourager. He stood by those others rejected, and by
doing so he helped them to realize greater things in their own lives than
he did in his own.
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In a world where self-promotion seems to be a key to success,
there are not too many like Barnabas. How many of us would be will-
ing to help those around us go on to accomplish greater things than we
do ourselves or befriend the unpopular because they claim they belong
to Christ?

Now you can have sincere love for each other as broth-

ers and sisters because you were cleansed from your

sins when you accepted the truth of the Good News. So

see to it that you really do love each other intensely with
all your hearts.

Peter

(1 Peter 1:22 NLT)

J
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Jesus promised his disciples three things—that
they would be completely fearless, absurdly
happy, and in constant trouble.

G. K. CHESTERTON

BRITISH WRITER AND CHRISTIAN APOLOGIST
1874-1936
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"How Could I Not Have
an Interest?"

"Asif" I Pakistan 2001

“Asif” was carefree as he sped his motorcycle down the street
of his Pakistani town. He enjoyed being noticed by the young
women as he sped by. In the traditional Muslim culture of Pakistan,
overt glances would have been very inappropriate, but still Asif
could tell when he had been seen. He was young, and he felt pow-
erful as he drove past, relishing the murmur of the motorcycle’s
engine in his ears and the feel of the tires gripping the road. He
smiled to himself and twisted the accelerator to give the bike a
quick burst of speed.

Suddenly where the beautiful sky had been he saw only dirt,
and where his motorcycle had raced along beneath him, it now felt
like it was flying over his head. For the next few seconds all was
clouds of dust and spinning. The next thing he knew he was lying
on his back with his motorcycle next to him on the ground, its
engine coughing and then dying. He heard the echo of the squealing
tires as the car that hit him sped away. He had never even seen it.

Then he noticed the splitting pain shooting up his leg. When
he looked at it, he could tell from the way his foot lay off to the
wrong side that it was broken. He tried to stay calm, but panic was
gripping his heart and he wanted to scream.

Before he lost his composure, though, he felt a reassuring
hand upon him. A woman had come out of the crowd of passers-by
and knelt beside him, laying her hand on his leg. He was calmed
for the moment and surprised as she began to pray.

Through the pain, Asif heard the name of Jesus in her prayer.
Despite his immediate thankfulness that someone had stopped to
help, a wave of anger came over him at the mention of that name.
How can this woman pray to Jesus, a mere prophet? Doesn'’t she
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know that I am a Muslim, a follower of Mohammed, the greatest
prophet? Why isn’t she praying to Allah?

Yet Asif was suddenly distracted from his anger by an energy
he felt running through his body as she prayed. It was different
from anything he had ever felt before. His anger began to fade as
his leg straightened itself and the bone came back into place.
Eventually he sat up and carefully examined his leg. It was com-
pletely whole.

As he stood, he noticed that there was no more pain either.
He picked up his bike and walked it home.

Some time later, the same woman brought him a Bible. He
never saw her again after that.

Hungry to know more about this prophet who had healed his
leg, he began to read the Bible, especially the New Testament and
the miracles of Jesus. Asif’s question weighed heavier: If Jesus was
truly only one of many prophets, how could he perform such amazing
works? As Asif lay on his bed, he wondered, Who is Jesus? I know
many prophets have come to earth, but none has had the power of Jesus.

Asif was so perplexed by how a minor prophet such as Jesus
could heal him two thousand years after His death that he took his
questions to the mului (religious leader) at his mosque.

“Why are you talking about Jesus?” the mulvi sneered. “Do
you have an interest in him?”

“How could I not have an interest?” Asif responded incredu-
lously. “He healed me.”

The mulvi and others at the mosque took Asif and locked
him in a room. They forced poison down his throat thinking that
if he died before fully accepting Christ, he would still make it to
Paradise. They left him there overnight for the poison to do its
work. Asif felt sick and thought he was dying. He vomited repeat-
edly and threw up blood.

However, around midnight Asif found himself still barely
alive and lying in the dust, caked with his own blood and vomit.
The room was dark and he didn’t have the strength to get up. He
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didn’t know what else to do, so he prayed. He called out to Jesus
and told Him he wanted to see Him before he died.

Before he knew what had happened, a bright light had filled
the dusty room. Asif suddenly felt a little better and forced himself
up to see what was causing the light. Before him stood Jesus. It was
at that moment that Asif surrendered the rest of his life to the
Lord, saying, “God, this life is for you; as long as | am on earth, I
will work for you.”

Sometime before dawn, Asif managed to escape and made his
way home.

When he tried to tell his parents of his experience the next
morning, they were not impressed. “You are a Muslim,” his parents
told him. “If you accept Jesus, you must leave this house.”

So Asif had no choice. He took his Bible and left. He went
to a larger city where he met a pastor at a Christian bookstore. The
pastor discipled Asif and later baptized him. From the first
moments of his newfound faith, Asif felt a strong desire to share
who Jesus was and what He had done for him with those around
him, regardless of their religious backgrounds. Because of this, his
troubles with the police and city leaders began almost immedi-
ately.

“A landlord [city leader] came to me and said, ‘Where are you
going? And why are you preaching this “gospel”? These are Muslim
people. Why are they accepting Jesus? ”

Seeing that Asif was undeterred, this landlord and some
other Muslims took him and beat him with heavy sugarcane stalks.
They stomped on his leg and broke it again. As they pounded his
body, they shouted, “You dog! You low-class scum! Why did you
come here and make our people Christians?” They ordered Asif to
leave the city immediately.

Despite their further threats, he refused.

As they were beating him, he prayed for them, “Please, God,
change their minds and their hearts.” Then he cried out to God to
help him and give him strength.

31



Many weeks later, after Asif had recovered from his injuries,
the landlords and the police closed down a meeting where Asif was
sharing about Jesus again. Asif was taken to the police station,
where he was severely beaten.

When Asif was asked how he could endure this and not be
discouraged, he quoted Philippians 1:29 (NAs), “For to you it has
been granted for Christ’s sake, not only to believe in Him, but also
to suffer for His sake.”

Asif continues to evangelize whenever and wherever he has
the opportunity.

In the largest sense of the word, a revolutionary changes his
country or culture; but in a smaller sense, what changes the individual
from a bystander to a revolutionary?

In the best of cases, a worldly revolutionary fights for an ideal
such as freedom or independence. The revolutionary takes up arms to
eliminate the oppressors and to spread privilege among all the classes.
When revolutionaries are convinced of the truth that a better life is
possible for all under another government or system, then they are
willing to fight to the death to make that government or system pos-
sible.

Yet a true revolutionary revolts even against this system of revo-
lution. As Christ refused to free himself from the cross, throwing him-
self totally into the will of His Father and placing His life in the hands
of Pilate and Herod, Christian revolutionaries’ main wars are within
themselves—between walking in their own will or in Christ’s will.
Whereas a worldly revolutionary strikes out vengefully hoping to real-
ize his own truth for all, a Christian revolutionary strikes out with the
love of God to open the eyes of the oppressors to help them choose
Truth for themselves.

Thus Christians become true revolutionaries when they realize
there is only one Truth worth fighting for, and that Truth is the only
thing able to truly set people free. They would rather die than deny that
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Truth, but even more they are willing to forsake comfort for the privi-
lege of living for that Truth and representing it to their world.

Thus:a woman walks from the crowd of bystanders and is will-
ing to risk embarrassment (in countries such as Pakistan, even impris-
onment) by praying in the name of Jesus for the healing of an enemy.
Thus a man riding down the street living only for his own desires
becomes a revolutionary when he encounters the Truth. The pain of a
broken leg as the result of a senseless accident is unbearable, but the
pain of a broken leg at the hands of enemies who need to know the
Truth is inconsequential. Somehow knowing the Truth makes nothing
else seem to matter.

Our Lord Christ has surnamed himself Truth,
not Custom. 33

Tertullian

Christian who wrote bravely in defense of Christianity

and the martyrs during the fourth and fifth

Roman persecutions

Some believe he died a martyr himself
c. A.D. 150-229

What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to
the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my
Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider
them rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in
him, not having a righteousness of my own ... but that
which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness
that comes from God and is by faith. I want to know
Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellow-
ship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in
his death, and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrec-
tion from the dead.
Paul
(Philippians 3:8-11 niv)




"Put Down My Name"
Adrian and Natalia ‘ Nicomedia | ce AeDe 303

During the tenth and last major Roman persecution under
Emperors Diocletian and Maximian, a young military officer who
loved honor and courage distinguished himself to his superiors by
faithfully and efficiently carrying out the letter of their orders in
trying to suppress the Christians. His skill and daring in both this
and in battle had led to one promotion after another.

But Adrian’s task of torturing Christians bothered him. In
the face of pain and death, Christians were repeatedly peaceful and
unrelenting in their commitment to their Lord. He saw in these men
and women a courage greater than any he had ever seen in battle.

Adrian was so intrigued by this that one day as he was bring-
ing a group of Christians before a judge for sentencing, he asked
one of them, “What gives you such strength and joy in the midst of
your sufferings?”

“Our Lord Jesus Christ, in whom we believe,” the man replied.

Suddenly Adrian saw it as he never had before. The Roman
gods he was defending could never give a person such courage!
They were nothing compared to the God of these Christians.

He made his way to the front of the line of prisoners and
stepped before the judge. “Put down my name with those to be tor-
tured. I also have become a Christian.” The emperor’s son Galerius,
who served as Diocletian’s caesar (or junior emperor) and had been
present at the trials with his father, tried to persuade Adrian to
strike his name from the list of Christians and to beg for forgive-
ness. Adrian assured him that he had not lost his mind but had
acted thus according to his own conviction.

What Adrian did not know at the time was that his wife,
Natalia, had secretly become a Christian some time before and had
been praying for him. When she heard that he was in prison, she
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went to him and encouraged him by telling him of her conversion
and more about the God who loved him.

The group of Christians Adrian had put his name down with
were soon sentenced to die. Before this, because of his former status
in the empire, Adrian was allowed to go home that he might make
his peace with his wife before he was killed. When Natalia saw him
coming down the road, she at first thought he had renounced
Christ in order to be freed and wouldn’t let him into the house!

Though this might have been an opportunity for Adrian to
escape, he did not. He soon returned to the prison. When he did,
he watched as others were subjected to terrible tortures: Their arms
and legs were broken with heavy hammers until they died from the
agony and internal bleeding. When Adrian’s turn came, his wife
feared most of all that her husband would become fainthearted and
renounce Christ, but he finally knew the courage that could only
belong to Christians and never backed away from his commitment.
She strengthened Adrian and held on to his arms and legs while
the executioner broke them with the hammer. Adrian died togeth-
er with the rest.

When they began to burn the bodies of the Christians, a
thunderstorm arose, the furnace was extinguished, and lightning
killed several of the executioners. The attempt was abandoned and
the rest of the bodies were released to their families. Sometime
later, after Adrian’s body had been moved to the city of Byzantium,
Natalia’s body was found lying on top of her husband’s grave. She
had died while attending it.

His sacrifice has stood as a shining example for the last eigh-
teen centuries. During that time Adrian has been known as one of
the patron saints of soldiers.

Love... rejoices with the truth; bears all things, believes
all things, hopes dall things, endures all things.

Paul

(1 Corinthians 13:4, 67 NAS)

I ——
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Jesus -

O loving Christ, draw me, a weakling,
after Yourself; for if You do not draw me I can-
not follow You. Give me a brave spirit that |
may be ready and alert. If the flesh is weak,

% may Your grace go before me, come alongside

me, and follow me; for without You I cannot
do anything, and especially,
for Your sake I cannot go to a cruel death.
Grant me a ready spirit, a fearless heart, a
right faith, a firm hope, and a perfect love, that
for your sake I may lay down my life with

patience and joy.

JoHN Huss
AS HE LAY IN CHAINS IN PRISON
BEFORE BEING BURNED AT THE STAKE

BOHEMIA (CZECHOSLOVAKIA)
1415
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Twenty=six Christians | Japan ‘ 1596=1597

On August 15, 1549, Francis Xavier and two other priests
from the Society of Jesus (the Jesuits) brought the Gospel to Japan.
He called Japan “the delight of my heart ... the country in the
Orient most suited to Christianity.”

Though Christians and missionaries (mostly Jesuits from
Portugal and Franciscans from Spain) had been allowed freedom in
the nearly fifty years following this, the rulers of Japan had a grow-
ing concern that Christianity was a threat to local religion and cul-
ture, and therefore to the security of their rule. On July 24, 1587,
an edict was issued stating that all Jesuit missionaries must leave
Japan in twenty days. Though some churches were destroyed, no
missionaries left Japan permanently.

The incident of the cargo ship San Felipe brought this to a
head. When this ship ran aground on Japanese soil
on August 26, 1596, the cargo was seized by the local shogun, or
military leader. The captain, upset over the loss of his cargo, threat-
ened Japan with a Spanish invasion (something he had no power
to bring about) if his cargo was not returned. He said that Spain
would easily overrun Japan with the information they had from the
Franciscan monks. The Franciscans were immediately labeled as
spies for this, and the tide of opinion that was already unfavorable
for the Christians turned in favor of annihilating them.

So on November 23, 1596, Toyotomi Hideyoshi, the absolute
ruler of Japan, better known by history as Taikosama, ordered the
Christians of Kyoto arrested. This began a period of persecution
called the Kirishtan Holocaust, which would see as many as one
million believers executed for their faith. In fact, the Christian
church of a nation has never been so thoroughly decimated as it
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was during the persecution that began on this date and did not
truly end until over 260 years later.

The twenty-six prisoners taken on that day were made up of
Franciscan monks, Jesuit priests, and their converts, ranging in age
from twelve to sixty-four, and were from various nations: twenty
Japanese, four Spaniards, one Portuguese (born in India of a
Portuguese father and an Indian mother), and a Mexican. Though
they had committed no crime, it was soon decided that they would
be crucified like the God they proclaimed near Nagasaki, roughly a
thirty-day march away by foot. Just before the prisoners were sent
on their journey under the guard of soldiers, each prisoner’s left ear
was cut off, though the original sentence had been that their noses
and both ears would be amputated.

Nagasaki, Japan
1597

On the morning of February 5, the day appointed for the exe-
cution, Terazawa Hazaburo walked hesitantly through a wheat field
outside the city gates as the men under his command prepared the
crosses. It was around ten in the morning. A crowd was gathering
in the morning mist, and there was a distant rumble of thunder
coming from the direction of Mount Kompira, which towered over
the village of Nagasaki.

Terazawa had been chosen for this task since he was the
brother of the regional governor, but he did not look forward to it.
One of the men he was to execute, Paul Miki, was a close friend,
and Terazawa had often listened to his sermons. However, he so
feared Taikosama that he dared not disobey his commands. In his
sympathy for the prisoners, though, he allowed two Jesuit priests to
remain close-by so they could minister to those men when they
arrived.

About ten-thirty the long procession they had been awaiting
finally reached the fields. The soldiers pushed their way through
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the crowd, and for the first time since he had seen them appear in
the distance, Terazawa got a good look at the prisoners. Their
hands were tightly bound and their feet were raw from the forced
march. Each footstep colored the snow with blood. Most were pale
and emaciated. They had divided into three groups, each led by a
Franciscan who was praying as they made their way forward.
Though physically they showed the toil of the journey and the
rough treatment they had received along the way, their faces
glowed with an anticipation Terazawa could make no sense of.

When Gonzolo Garcia arrived, he stepped forward to greet
Francis Rodriguez Pinto, one of the two Jesuits there to minister to
the prisoners. “My good friend, God be with you. I am going to
heaven today. Please give a hearty hug to Friar Gonzalez on my
behalf next time you see him.” Then Brother Garcia turned to the
cross nearest him. “Is this one mine?” he asked a soldier. It was not.
So the soldier led him to another a short distance away. When he
arrived there, he knelt and embraced it.

Partway back, Brother Philip of Jesus, a twenty-four-year-old
Mexican who had struggled as a Christian most of his life, made a
joke to comfort one of his friends. “The galleon San Felipe was lost
so that Brother Philip could be saved.” He also embraced his cross
with great emotion and relief. His struggles were over. In the end,
he would not fall away.

No nails were used to fix the Christians to the crosses, but
their hands, feet, and necks were held in position with iron rings,
and a rope was tied around their waists to hold them in place. Peter
Baustista stretched out his hands on the cross and requested of his
executioner, “Nail them down, brother.”

Paul Miki, Terazawa’s friend, was the son of a brave Japanese
soldier but had given up a promising military career to preach the
Gospel. Many considered him the most effective evangelist in
Japan at the time. He was thirty years old. Since he was too short
for his feet to reach the bottom rings, a soldier tied a piece of linen
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around his chest to support him. When he stepped on Paul to
tighten the knot, a priest from the crowd stepped forward to object,
but Paul calmly said, “Let him do his job, Father. It doesn’t hurt.”

When they were all fixed to their crosses, they were lifted
together, and all twenty-six crosses fell into place with an ominous
thud that echoed through the hills. The jolt sent a shock of pain
through each victim’s body.

Anthony of Nagasaki had come home to be martyred. His
parents were in the front row of the crowd not far from him. When
his mother began weeping, he called out to comfort her. Then he
joined a chorus that the others had started, not wanting his partic-
ular part to be left out. He was thirteen years old.

Martin of Ascension broke out into praise, crying out,
“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for He has visited and redeemed
His people.” The younger ones among them (five were under the
age of twenty) broke into a psalm learned in catechism: “ ‘Praise,
O ye servants of the Lord, Praise the name of the Lord ... From the
rising of the sun unto the going down of the same, the Lord’s name
is to be praised!””

John of Goto, a nineteen-year-old, had just taken his vows as
a Jesuit priest that morning. When one of the priests in the crowd
came to comfort him, telling him that heaven was near, he
responded gladly with a smile, “Don’t worry, Father, [ am quite
aware of that.”

Next to John was Louis Ibaki. At hearing the mention of
heaven, he pressed against the ropes as if wanting to jump into his
Savior’s arms. He sang in his soprano voice, “Paradise! Paradise!
Jesus! Mary!” He was only twelve years old. It was noted in the
writings left behind by the others who died that day that young
Louis was perhaps the greatest encourager of them all. He laughed
and sang when his ear was cut off, and he sang along the entire
route of the march from Kyoto. “We have little Louis with us,”
Francis Blanco had written in his journal the night before. “He is
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so full of courage and in such high spirits that it astonishes everybody.”

Finally Terazawa Hazaburo, wishing for it all to be over,
stepped forward to read the decree and sentence of Taikosama:

“‘As these men came from the Philippines under the guise of
ambassadors and chose to stay in Miyako preaching the Christian
Law, which I have severely forbidden all these years, I come to
decree that they be put to death, together with the Japanese who
have accepted that law.””

Yet the martyrs weren’t through. Suddenly a cry came out
from among them that silenced Terazawa. “All of you who are here,
please listen to me!”

It was the voice of Paul Miki. No one moved as all fell silent
to listen.

“l did not come from the Philippines. I am Japanese by birth
and a brother of the Society of Jesus. | have committed no crime,
and the only reason why I am put to death is that I have been
teaching the doctrine of our Lord Jesus Christ. I am happy to die
for such a cause and see my death as the greatest blessing from the
Lord. At this critical time, when you can rest assured that I will not
try to deceive you, I want to stress and make it unmistakably clear
that man can find no salvation other than the Christian way.”

Some of the soldiers had stepped forward to listen more close-
ly. Terazawa stood motionless as the executioners stood near him
with the spears that would finally silence all of these men. Paul
Miki smiled a moment, then looked deep into the eyes of his friend
Terazawa. “The Christian law commands that we forgive our ene-
mies and those who have wronged us. [ must therefore say that I
forgive Taikosama. I would rather have all the Japanese become
Christians.” ;

Then Paul fell silent. He had said what he wanted to say and
was now ready for the end. He looked to the others who hung with
him and spoke a few comforting words; then looking to heaven he
proclaimed, “Lord, into your hands | commend my spirit. Come
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meet me, you saints of God

At this the rest who could began singing again and shouting
praises to God. Some prayed and shouted words of encouragement.
Some of those standing by took up the choruses as well.

However, Philip of Jesus could not sing or shout. He was slip-
ping and choking within the ring around his neck. Terazawa,
though a veteran soldier, could take no more. He ordered the exe-
cutioners to step forward and carry out the sentences. Usually the
victims died instantly, but if not, then a quick flick of the sword
blade severed their necks. One by one each of the twenty-six was
dispatched.

In the end, Terazawa turned and walked away. Those who
had died before him that day had greater honor in death than that
of any samurai or soldier he had ever seen in battle. His steps were
deliberate and heavy. Tears glistened in his eyes and made their
way down his face.

Wherever Jesus is taken, He changes things. Those who love
power always fear Him and seek to wipe His followers from their
nations, but the seed that is planted by such a sacrifice remains. These,
who would have twrned Japan upside right with the Gospel of Jesus
Christ, did not die in vain.

After persecuting Christians for over 260 years, Japan finally
allowed a church to be built again in Nagasaki in the late 1800s to
minister to the growing number of Westerners there. Soon after, priests
were astonished to see Japanese citizens streaming down from the hills
to attend services. Those people had been meeting in secret and pass-
ing along their faith for all of those years. They had survived all that
time without the aid of a Bible or any other Christian direction, yet
they all clung to the person of Jesus as Lord.

Though Christianity has enjoyed some freedom in Japan in the
last one hundred years or so, it has always been viewed with suspicion
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by the Japanese as an invading Western religion. Only about one in a
thousand claims to be a Christian there today. In 1995 when a reli-
gious cult attacked a subway station with a gas bomb, a number of
laws were passed that were supposed to protect against such a thing
happening again, many of which strongly opposed the further spread of
Christianity in the country.

Pray for the spread of the Gospel in Japan that they will join with
the faith of their brothers and sisters around the world and not be
deceived by traditions.

You are from God, little children, and have overcome

them; because greater is He who is in you than he who
is in the world.

John

(1 John 4:4 NAS)
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Suffering willingly endured is stronger than evil;
it spells death to euil. . ..
The worse the evil, the readier must the
Christian be to suffer; he must let the euil
person fall nto Jesus’ hands.

44 DIETRICH BONHOEFFER
HUNG FOR RESISTING THE NAZIS

BERLIN, GERMANY
1945

[ believe that unarmed truth and unconditional
love will have the final word in reality.
This is why right, temporarily defeated,

is stronger than euil triumphant.

MARTIN LUTHER KING ]JR.
ASSASSINATED FOR HIS STAND ON CIVIL RIGHTS
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE
1968
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The Thundering Legion-— .
Part One
A Legion of Northern Roman | Ce A.D. 174

Roman Soldiers Empire

Emperor Marcus Aurelius Antoninus led his legions to sub-
due the Quadi and Marcomanni in Germany, who had mounted an
open military defense against the progression of northern Roman
provinces. Antoninus, who had made his fame as a military leader,
decided to handle the situation personally.

However, he greatly underestimated the cunning of these
northern kings and found himself and his army trapped by an
ambush in the mountains without water. They pleaded to their
gods for deliverance as the soldiers neared dying of thirst, but they
received no response.

Overall, Antoninus had little tolerance for Christians. He
was a stern and impatient general who would not stand for ineffi-
ciency or failure in his troops, and he ruled Rome the same way. He
had grown up well trained in philosophy and civil government and
felt that the worship of the Roman gods was part of the very fabric
of the empire. Therefore, Christianity was equivalent to treason,
and the fourth major Roman persecution (c. A.D. 163-180 ) took
place under his rule.

Yet in the desperation of this situation, when a legion made
up entirely of Christians stepped forward and offered to pray for
their rescue, Antoninus gave them his permission.

Shortly after they prayed, a huge storm broke out, and they
were caught in a downpour. Soldiers rushed to collect water any
way they could, even building dikes to store it as a future supply.
The tempest rumbled so powerfully in the faces of their enemies
that many left their ranks and defected to join the Romans. The
rest were easily routed and the army was saved.
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This group of soldiers came to be known as “The Thundering
Legion.”

After this incident, Antoninus stopped the persecution of
Christians for a time, though he made no official edict legalizing
their worship. However, he eventually forgot what God had done
for his army and again outlawed Christianity, threatening those
who would not sacrifice to the Roman gods with torture and death.

Many may remember the story from the first Jesus Freaks (pg.
96) of the forty soldiers of “The Thundering Legion” some 150 years
later who refused to come in off the ice of a lake in winter to maintain
their testimonies, but few know this story of how they received their
name. Like Elijah before the prophets of Baal, they were not afraid to
put their God to the test. They believed that God would answer their
prayers because He had done it before. They believed He would
answer them because they knew His nature. Faith says, “If Jesus said
it, I can count on it.”

Faith uses as much wisdom as it has to accomplish the task at
hand and then lets God step in as He wills. It is unafraid to obey God
even when that obedience would seem foolhardy. It is something that
comes from a real relationship with God where we listen to Him more
than we ask Him for things. It is the adventure of doing whatever God
tells us to do without fear.

Is there really any other way to live?

How much longer will it take you to make up your

minds? If the Lord is God, worship him; but if Baal is
God, worship him!

Elijah

(1 Kings 18:21 TEV)
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Profitable for the lMinistry
' John Mark | Alexandria, Egypt ’ Ae.De 64

Though John Mark must have been hurt deeply by Paul’s
rejection and must have felt responsible for the division between
his uncle Barnabas and Paul, the rest of his life shows little sign of
discouragement or the lack of resolve that had led to his earlier
desertion of Paul and Barnabas in Phaphos, Cyprus. In fact, Mark
preached boldly in Cyprus when his uncle and he returned there
after they split with Paul before his second missionary journey.

It seems that God even gave John Mark the opportunity to
redeem himself in the eyes of Paul. It is believed by most historians
that Paul was in prison twice in Rome: the first time being freer,
during which he continued to preach; the second being more
severe and ending in his execution. John Mark was present with
Paul during his first imprisonment and so distinguished himself
that Paul sent John Mark to the church at Colossae with his com-
mendation. Later, when Paul was in prison for the last time, he
wrote to Timothy, “When you come, bring Mark, for he is prof-
itable to me for the ministry.”

John Mark eventually traveled with Peter and, at the request
of the church in Rome, wrote the gospel of Mark from Peter’s
teachings. Peter endorsed the writings and had them
distributed to the churches for the encouragement and education
of their growing congregations.

Peter later sent John Mark into Egypt and Africa as a
missionary. He traveled throughout Lybia, Marmorica, Ammonica,
and Pentapolis (northern African prefectures above the Sahara),
preaching and teaching wherever he could. Finally he established
and shepherded a church in Alexandria, Egypt, where he stayed for
several years. Mark’s teaching that all people are free in Christ by
accepting Jesus as their Lord and Savior had begun to transform the
community there. The local heathen priests began to lose business

T



and were so pricked in their hearts by his preaching that they
began to loathe him. It was not long before they were plotting to
kill him.

[t is recorded that on the twenty-first day of April, A.D. 64, in
the eighth year of Nero's reign as emperor, Mark preached a sermon
remembering Jesus’ suffering on the cross and resurrection from the
dead as his Easter Sunday sermon. The local heathen priests chose
this day to rouse as many as possible against Mark and see that he
never preached again. :

With a large crowd, they stormed the church with huge
hooks and ropes, overpowering those in the congregation, and
seized John Mark. Tying him with the rope and snagging and jab-
bing him with the hooks, they dragged him through the congrega-
tion, through the streets of the town, and out of the city, leaving a
trail of blood and flesh in the gospel writer’s wake. By the time he
was outside of town, there was not one place on Mark’s body from
which blood did not flow.

John Mark commended his spirit into the hands of his Lord
and died.

Yet his death was not enough for the enraged crowd. The
priests wanted to desecrate his body so badly that it could not be
buried. They called for a fire to be built to burn the body, but a sud-
den and mysterious storm arose that scattered the crowd. John
Mark’s body was deserted on the spot where he had died.

In the excitement of the storm, members of his congregation
came and reclaimed Mark’s corpse. When things had calmed down
some time later, they gave his body a proper and respectful burial.

What may be a failure in our eyes is seldom one in God’s eyes.
John Mark could have easily been discouraged at his own giving in to fear
on Cyprus and determined that he was not fit for the ministry. However,
God was not willing to take His call off of John Mark’s life. By return-
ing to face his fears and obey God again, John Mark was restored and
went on to greater things than he probably thought possible.

Be not afraid, only believe.
The words of Jesus as recorded by John Mark
(Mark 5:36 xjv)
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God didn’t call us to be successful, o
just faithful.

MOTHER TERESA
GAVE HER LIFE TO THE POOR IN INDIA
1910-1997

It is not my ability, but my response to God’s
ability that counts.

CORRIE TEN BooMm
HID JEWS IN HER HOME TO PROTECT THEM FROM THE
NAzis DURING WORLD WAR II
HOLLAND
1892-1983
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Zhang Rongliang, Shen Mainland 1999
Xianfeng, and Zhen Xiangi China

Zhang Rongliang, Shen Xianfeng, Zhen Xiangi, and other
house church leaders, representing roughly fifteen million under-
ground believers, signed and published the “House Church
Confession of Faith” that called on the Communist government to
stop treating the members of house churches in China as criminals.
Officially, to give the appearance of freedom of religion in China,
the government there recognizes its state-controlled church, the
Three-Self Patriotic Church, as a freely worshiping assembly but
allows no other Christian gatherings this protection. At the same
time, the state makes sure that little within the meetings of the
sanctioned Three-Self Patriotic Church is Christian or free.
According to official state documents, house churches are identi-
fied with the Chinese word that means “evil religion,” a word that
has occult connotations for the people of China. The “House
Church Confession of Faith” called for changes to this reference as
well as real religious freedoms within the nation.

Only months after making the document public, several of
the signers, including Zhang, were arrested and placed in prison. In
December of 1999, Zhang was sentenced to three years but was
released on a seven-year probation providing that he “behaved”
himself.

Shen Xianfeng, who was arrested around the same time as
Zhang, suffers from rheumatoid arthritis. This condition has forced
him to walk with the aid of crutches. During his arrest, the officers
used his own crutches to beat him. Zhen Xianqi also suffered arrest
and harassment.

By signing the document and meeting with Western journal-
ists, Zhang and the others knew that they were placing targets on
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their backs, yet this didn’t concern them. They felt called of God
to make a statement of faith to the world and to use any means at
their disposal to proclaim Jesus Christ to their fellow countrymen
and women.

Pastor Zhang still travels by car and train to minister to his
various flocks, but he never sleeps in the same bed more than four
nights in a row to avoid arrest.

China continues its “hard strike” policy, which is supposed to be
a crackdown on organized crime and petty criminals, but it has put
more Christians behind bars than are presently in prison in any other
nation on the earth today. Any Bible found by a Public Security
Bureau (PSB) Officer is immediately confiscated, even if it is a ver-
sion authorized and printed by the Chinese government.

Recent statistics have revealed that from 1983 to 2001 there
have been at least 23,686 Christian arrests in China for religious rea-
sons, and of these, 208 have been beaten to the point of being crippled
for life. Because of such things, world leaders are starting to speak up.

Despite this, an estimated 1,200 Chinese come to Christ every
hour.

Political pressure, though it is constantly needed in such cases,
has had little effect on countries such as China in recent decades.
What is needed are equipped Christians to fight the same spiritual fight
that brought down the Berlin Wall and crumbled the Soviet Union.

Pray for these believers in China. Pray for their protection and
that God will sanctify the Word in their hearts for their encouragement
and strength.

We don’t obey people. We obey God.
Peter
(Acts 5:29 crv)
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Preaching in the Russian E
Army Barracks

| Richard Wurmbrand ‘ Romania i Ce 1948

“The Russians were very fond of watches,” wrote Pastor
Wurmbrand of the forces that occupied his country in the late
1940s. “They took watches from everyone. They would stop people
on the street and ask them to hand them over. You would see
Russians with several watches on each arm. You would see Russian
women officers with alarm clocks hanging around their necks.
They had never had watches before and could not get enough of
them. Romanians who wished to have a watch had to go to the
barracks of the Soviet army to buy a stolen one, often buying back
their own watch. So it was common for Romanians to enter the
Russian barracks. The Underground also purchased watches from
them, giving us entrance into their barracks.

“The first time I preached in a Russian barrack was on the
day of St. Paul and St. Peter, an Orthodox feast. I went onto the
military base pretending to buy a watch. I pretended that one was
too expensive, another was too small, and another too big. Several
soldiers crowded around me, everyone offering me something to
buy. Jokingly I asked them, ‘Is any of you named Paul or Peter?”
Some were. Then [ said, ‘Do you know that today is the day when
your Orthodox church honors St. Paul and St. Peter?” Some of the
older Russians knew it. So I said, ‘Do you know who Paul and Peter
were! Nobody knew. So I began to tell them about Paul and Peter.

“One of the older Russian soldiers interrupted me and said,
‘You have not come to buy watches. You have come to tell us about
the faith. Sit down here with us and speak to us! But be very care-
ful! We know about whom to beware. Those around me are all
good men. When I put my hand on your knee, you must talk only
about watches. When | remove my hand, you may begin your mes-
sage again.’
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“Quite a great crowd of men was around me, and [ told them
about Paul and Peter and about the Christ for whom Paul and Peter
died. From-time to time someone would come near in whom they
had no confidence. The soldier would put his hand on my knee and
I would talk about watches. When that man went away, [ resumed
preaching about Christ. This visit-was repeated many, many times
with the help of Russian Christian soldiers. Many of their comrades
found Christ. Thousands of Gospels were given out secretly.”

Of one experience in the fourteen years he spent in prison
after his arrest for activities such as the above, he wrote: “The
political officer asked me harshly, ‘How long will you continue to
keep your stupid religion?

“I said to him, ‘I have seen innumerable atheists regretting on
their deathbeds that they have been godless; they called on Christ.
Can you imagine that a Christian could regret when death is near
that he has been a Christian and call on Marx or Lenin to rescue
him from his faith?

“He began to laugh, ‘A clever answer.’

“I continued, ‘When an engineer has built a bridge, the fact
that a cat can pass over the bridge is no proof that the bridge is
good. A train must pass over it to prove its strength. The fact that
you can be an atheist when everything goes well does not prove the
truth of atheism. It does not hold up in moments of great crisis.’

“I used Lenin’s books to prove to him that, even after becom-
ing prime minister of the Soviet Union, Lenin himself prayed
when things went wrong.”

8L SOL O

Not just anyone would try to save those oppressing their coun-
try or reach out to those torturing them. Only someone who truly
understands the love of God and the true weight of things in eternity
can do such things. Only someone who has that love in his heart can
turn right around after being delivered from that oppression and start
an organization focused exclusively on trying to touch these oppressors

with the Truth.
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Richard and Sabina Wurmbrand were people who knew this
love. They were Jews who reached out to Nazis who were fugitives
behind the lines after the fall of Berlin ending World War 11, even
though they had lost most of their families to the concentration camps.
They met the tanks with Bibles as the Russians marched in to take over
at the end of the war. After Richard spent fourteen years and Sabina
spent three being tortured in Communist prisons, they were ransomed
to the West, where, though they had been threatened with assassination
if they spoke out, they started a ministry called Jesus to the Communist
World, specifically designed to reach Communists. That organization
has grown up into what today is The Voice of the Martyrs. And the
countries of the Soviet Union and the Eastern Block that the
Wurmbrands focused so much prayer and ministry on are now free.

Who can truly measure the impact of a single revolutionary
armed with the love of God?

This is how we know what real love is: Jesus gave his
life for us. So we should give our lives for our brothers
and sisters. Suppose someone has enough to live and
sees a brother or sister in need, but does not help. Then
God’s love is not living in that person. My children, we
should love people not only with words and talk, but by
our actions and true caring.
John
(1 John 3:16-18 Ncv)

Love never fails.
Paul

(1 Corinthians 13:8 niv)
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[ am prepared to die in the army of Jesus.
While the opportunity is there, I preach the Gospel
with all my might, and my conscience is clear before
God that I have not sided with the present govern-
ment, which is utterly self-seeking. I have been
threatened many times. Whenever I have the oppor-
tunity I have told the president the things the church

disapproves of. God is my witness.

JANANI LUwUM
ARRESTED FOR DEFYING THE CRUELTIES UNDER
IDI AMIN AND SHOT TO DEATH
UGANDA
1977
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An End to Cruelty

Stanislas ‘Krakow, Poland | 1079

Boleslaw II’s actions were becoming more and more of a con-
cern to everyone. Men had begun to give him the title “Boleslaw
the Cruel” behind his back, because of his harsh judgments and
viciousness in battle and against those who displeased him. No
one, however, had the courage to confront the king, who was given
to fits of rage, with the excesses of his actions.

No one, that is, except Stanislas. As bishop of Krakow, the
seat of the Polish kingdom, Stanislas felt it his God-given duty to
confront the king and turn him toward repentance. He felt the
king had many good qualities that would take over if he would turn
from his anger. So, when given the opportunity to speak with the
king privately, Stanislas confronted him.

The king listened quietly to Stanislas’s rebuke. It is unsure
whether the king felt any sincere repentance at the bishop’s words
or merely let him speak, as he had always been a loyal and trusted
advisor. In the end, however, he decided that Stanislas had spoken
out of place, and that as king he could do as he willed. Because of
this, he assigned soldiers to murder Stanislas when he heard that he
was alone nearby in the chapel of St. Michael.

The soldiers descended on the chapel and rushed in to slay
Stanislas. Yet as they approached him, he did not stir from prayer at
their pounding footsteps. As one of the soldiers approached and
raised his sword, Stanislas still remained kneeling in prayer, unaf-
fected. Convicted in his heart against his murderous orders, the
soldier lowered his sword and left. The other soldiers soon followed.

When they returned to the king and reported their refusal,
Boleslaw flew into a fit of rage. He charged one of the men, pulled
the man’s dagger from its sheath, and threw him to the floor, racing
from the room. He ran straight to the chapel and, finding Stanislas
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still kneeling in prayer, thrust the dagger into his heart. Stanislas
died on the spot.

This proved to be one of the last official acts of King Boleslaw
II. The death of the bishop united the rest of Boleslaw’s court |
against him, so he fled for his life to Hungary, where he died two
years later.

Standing up for what is right is a key to freedom. God’s revolu-
tionaries on the earth have always been marked by their refusal to 1
kneel to injustice or silence the truth for the sake of convenience, being |
accepted by the crowd, or personal gain. A chain of bondage is placed
upon a person link by link each time she turns away from the Truth or
refuses to woice what is right.

On a personal level, over time this can enmesh us in a lifestyle 57
of self-justification and lies. Then the Truth becomes so obscured that
we hardly notice when we wiolate it ourselves until something tragic
happens. This is what Paul called the searing of our consciences with
a hot iron in 1 Timothy 4:2: Little by little, just as skin can be dead-
ened and hardened into a callus by frequent friction or heat, our con-
sciences can be silenced by persistent disregard. We become bound in
a world of delusion that only God and His Word can deliver us from.
This is why James wrote of God’s Word as a mirror: Just as we look
into a physical mirror each day before we go out to make sure that our
appearance is right, we look into His Word each day to make sure our ‘
heart and actions are right.
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On a community or societal level, power is accumulated by {
those who love it above all else when righteous people are silent. |
Freedom is not always taken away by military force. Often it is whit-
tled away by the controlling bodies when no opposition is wvoiced to
immoral or gradually more entrapping legislation. Liberty evaporates
without the refreshing wind of Truth.

In a modern society where the media thrives by dumping the
problems of the world onto our doorsteps, speaking up for righteousness
can seem an overwhelming task. Of the thousands of problems in the
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world today, how can [ make them all mine to help solve? We can't,
of course. But through prayer and following our consciences, we can
make a difference in our personal worlds. This is the revolution and
world-changing God has called each of us to. Whether or not our obe-
dience to Him takes on international importance is not of concern to
God. What is important is that we seek Him, live for Him, and obey
Him daily, and He will do the rest. There is no higher calling than this,
and there is no calling more dangerous to ignore.

Do not deceive yourselves by just listening to his word;
instead, put it into practice. If you listen to the word,
but do not put it into practice you are like people who
look in a mirror and see themselves as they are. They
take a good look at themselves and then go away and at
once forget what they look like. But if you look closely
into the perfect law that sets people free, and keep on
paying attention to it and do not simply listen and then
forget it, but put it into practice—you will be blessed by
God in what you do.
James
(James 1:22-25 TEV)

I have lost all of my friends at school. Now that I've
begun to “walk my talk,” they make fun of me....
I am not going to apologize for speaking the name
of Jesus. I will take it. If my friends have to become my
enemies for me to be with my best friend, Jesus, then
that’s fine with me....
I am not going to hide the light that God has put into
me. If I have to sacrifice everything, I will.
Rachel Scott
Murdered at Columbine High School
April 20, 1999
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Valuing His Soul Above
All Else

Anthony Ricetti | Venice ‘ Ce 1542

Anthony Ricetti had been sentenced to death by drowning
for his adherence to the teachings of Christ. A few days before the
sentence was to be carried out, his son came to him, pleading with
him to recant that he might not be left fatherless.

Anthony replied, “A good Christian is bound to give up not
only goods and children, but life itself, for the glory of his
Redeemer; therefore 1 am resolved to sacrifice everything in this
transitory world for the sake of salvation in a world that will last for
eternity.”

The lords of Venice also sent him word that if he would
recant, he would not only be freed but would receive a considerable
estate that had just been reclaimed.

Anthony’s response was again direct and to the point. He
sent them word that he refused their offer absolutely, because he
valued his soul beyond all other considerations.

Again they urged him to reconsider, telling him that a fellow
prisoner, Francis Sega, had just recanted and was set free.

“If he has forsaken God, I pity him,” Anthony answered, “but
I shall continue steadfast in my duty.”

Finding that Anthony would not turn from his confession,
the lords executed him as sentenced. He died cheerfully com-
mending his soul to his Redeemer.

Francis Sega, whom he had been told of, had in fact not re-
canted and was executed only a few days later in the same manner.
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er ‘or mother more than you love me,
i)ﬁ)emg mine; or if you love your son
n me, you are not worthy of being
mine. ﬂlf you refuse to take up your cross and follow me,
you are not worthy of being mine. If you cling to your
life, you will lose it; but if you give it up for me, you will
find it. .

Jesus
(Matthew 10:37-39 NLT)
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The life, the self-sacrifice, the blood, which
they are ready to shed for their faith, is the
greatest argument for Christianity presented by
the underground church. It forms what the
renowned missionary in Africa, Albert
Schweitzer, called “the sacred fellowship of
those who have the mark of pain,”
the fellowship to which Jesus, the Man of
sorrows, belonged. The underground church is
united by a bond of love toward its Savior.
The same bond unites the members of the
church with each other.

Nobody in the world can defeat them.

RICHARD WURMBRAND
FOUNDER OF THE VOICE OF THE MARTYRS
SPENT FOURTEEN YEARS IN A COMMUNIST PRISON
ROMANIA
1940s, ’50s, AND "60s
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"I Would Rather Die
Than Leave the Church"

Juan and Maria | Colombia ‘ 2000

Juan and his wife, Maria, knew the risks when they felt God
leading them to become missionaries to the indigenous tribes north
of Cali, Colombia. The area was controlled by guerilla forces of the
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (known better by their
acronym in Spanish, FARC), a leftist military group. Many of the
pastors and Christian workers had fled because of the constant
threat the guerillas posed to their lives and property. Regardless of
this, Juan and Maria began ministering in the region in the mid-
1990s.

Roughly three years ago, while traveling between villages,
Juan met with a group of about fifty FARC guerillas. Juan took the
opportunity to share the Gospel with them, and twenty of them
received Christ. As he says, they exchanged “pistols for epistles.”

Though Juan and Maria continue to work in the area with-
out opposition from FARC members, these are still dangerous
times for them. Another military organization, The National
Liberation Army (ELN), has been attacking Christian churches in
the region. During late 1999 and early 2000, at least twenty
churches were closed with the pastors fleeing the area, concerned
for their lives and the lives of their families. It was not uncommon
for members of the ELN to come into services and demand all the
money from the church’s tithes and offerings while holding the
pastors at gunpoint. Juan is now the only pastor left in the area. He
receives no aid from any outside organizations.

Juan and Maria don't look down on any who have left, nor
do they want to talk about the danger they face by staying or the
other difficulties they have faced in recent months. Their burden
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is for reaching the people in this area with the Gospel and minis-
tering in any way they can. Juan and Maria would rather think of
new ways to reach and help these people than spend one minute in
fear for their lives.

Juan says, “If I am to die because I preach the Word of God,
then [ would rather die than leave the church.”

It has often been said that fear is the opposite of faith. As faith
motivates us toward something, fear makes us cower away from it.
Faith in ourselves is key to all endeavors; fear of failure often leads to
not trying something in the first place. Faith in God frees us to talk
about Him; fear of man keeps our mouths shut worrying about what
others will think.

Faith Liberates. Fear incapacitates.

However, there is one type of fear that does free us: the fear of
God. In this modern era where we want to call Jesus our friend and
think of God as our helper, the concept of the fear of the Lord gets
explained away in a lot of different ways as a healthy respect for God
or an awe and reverence for who He is. But the fear of God is more
than that. It is not a fear like the fear of heights or the fear of getting
mugged along a dark street. It is a revelation of who God really is in
all of His power as the creator of the universe. It is a revelation of the
God to whom the devil and all of his forces are an insignificant both-
er. It is the fear that Jesus talked about in Matthew 10:28 when He
told us not to fear those who can kill the body and not the soul, but
fear Him who can destroy both soul and body in hell.

If we have this fear of God, who is on our side, then how can
we ever fear what people might think? How can we ever disobey Him
for fear of what others might do? How can we really fear anything on
this earth ever again? Strange as it may sound, the fear of God sets us
free from fear itself.

Jesus is the Liberator. Faith in Him, and holy fear of Him,
enables us to try what others have called impossible.
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In the fear of the Lord there is strong confidence,
And His children will have a place of refuge.
The fear of the Lord is a fountain of life,

To turn one away from the snares of death.

Solomon
(Proverbs 14:26-27 NkjV)

God doesn’t want us to be shy with his gifts, but bold
and loving and sensible.
So don’t be embarrassed to speak up for our Master or
for me, his prisoner. Take your share of suffering for the
Message along with the rest of us. We can only keep on
going, after all, by the power of God, who first saved us
and then called us to this holy work.
Paul
(2 Timothy 1:8-9 THE MESSAGE)
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The Iirst Roman Persecution

Under Nero ‘ Roman Empire ‘ Ce AeDe 64=68

Nero was only seventeen years old when he became emperor
in 54 and was a tenderhearted and just young man. With his
teacher, Seneca, and the commander of his household guard,
Burrus, as his advisers, it seemed assured that Rome would experi-
ence peace and prosperity under his rule. Seneca held that “com-
passion is the chief virtue of a ruler,” and Burrus had a great under-
standing of politics and dealing with the military. Once, when
asked to sign the death warrant for a highwayman, Nero was so dis-
traught at the idea of putting a man to death that he exclaimed,
“Oh, that I could not write!” According to Emperor Trajan, there
had never been a better emperor than Nero had been his first five
years on the throne, nor a better period for the Roman Empire.

Yet jealousies within the court began to turn his heart. His
mother’s thirst for control over him, and thus over the empire,
made her begin to plant suspicions in his mind about those whom
she saw as a threat to her influence. These suspicions led to the
death of Nero’s half brother, Britannicus. This decision to kill on
the whim of rumor turned Nero to his basest instincts. He became
so full of hatred, murder, and the thrill of shedding blood that soon
the only things that could entertain him were torture, violent
killings, and mass destruction. It is said that he eventually poisoned
his own son, had his mother cut open so that he could see the place
he had lain in her womb, had his faithful wife killed with a sword
because she was barren, and found his teacher, Seneca, guilty of an
assassination attempt on his life but allowed him to poison himself
rather than be executed.

One night in July of A.D. 64, in a fit of boredom, he desired
to see something greater than the burning of Troy as recorded in




The Iliad. He thus had Rome set on fire and ascended to an
exterior tower to watch, singing, “Troy is on fire! Troy is on fire!”
The fires burned for nine days, and thousands were left homeless,
having lost everything but their lives.

In answer to the public backlash from the event, Nero
blamed the Christians for setting the fire. Soon a decree went
throughout the Roman Empire that stated in part, “If anyone con-
fesses that he is a Christian, he shall be put to death, without fur-
ther trial, as a convicted enemy of mankind.” He must have hoped
to wipe Christianity from the face of the Roman Empire.

This began the first government-endorsed period of
Christian persecution in world history, and the first of ten periods
of persecution in the Roman Empire that took place sporadically
over roughly the next 250 years. Everything from jealousies
between neighbors to overheard conversations in the streets led to
the accusation that someone was a Christian, and though many of
these were false, the decision to call yourself a Christian had to be
accompanied by the conviction of the truth of the Gospel as eter-
nal and more significant than a torturous death. It was under Nero
that the practice of dressing Christians in the skins of beasts and
letting them be torn to pieces by dogs, lions, or other wild animals
began, as well as the practice of burning them on crosses as lamps
and torches to light evening activities.

o

It has been said that the lives of the early Christians consisted of
“persecution above ground and prayer below ground”—their existence
being defined by the coliseum and the catacombs. It was about this
time that they began to create the nearly six hundred miles of mole-like
catacombs to pray and have their services. The earliest of the approx-
imately four thousand inscriptions found in the catacombs is marked at
A.D. 71. Itis also believed that as many as four million Christians may
have been buried there over time. As the Christian graves have been
opened, the skeletons tell their own terrible stories of what happened
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during the Roman persecutions: heads found severed from the bodies,
ribs and shoulder blades broken, and other bones showing signs of
exposure to fire.

The walls of the catacombs are still covered with the symbols of
their faith. Among the most common were the Good Shepherd with the
lamb on His shoulder, a ship under full sail, harps, anchors, crowns,
vines, and above dll the ichthus, or fish. Many statues found in the
catacombs show figures with their hands above their heads praying or
singing, their hands open toward heaven. They are also covered with
faith-filled sayings and inscriptions such as

Victorious in peace and Christ.
LIVE in God.

The Word of God is NOT BOUND. % 67

Howewver, the full force of these epitaphs is better seen when they are
contrasted with the selfishness and hopelessness of other epitaphs of
their time:

Live for the present hour,

since we are sure of nothing else.
I 1ift my hands against the gods

who took me away at the age of twenty
though I had done no harm.

Once I was note Now I am note.
I know nothing about it, and 1t is no concern of mine.

Traveler, curse me not as you pass,

for I am in darkness and cannot answer.

Unnumbered tens of thousands of Christians were executed for
their profession of faith during these persecutions, unnamed and

unrecorded in any histories. Unrecorded in history, yes, but not
unrecorded in the Lamb’s Book of Life.
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Do you see what this means—all these pioneers who
blazed the way, all these veterans cheering us on? It
means we’d better get on with it. Strip down, start run-
ning—and never quit! No extra spiritual fat, no para-
sitic sins. Keep your eyes on Jesus, who both began and
finished this race we’re in. Study how he did it.
Because he never lost sight of where he was headed—
that exhilarating finish in and with God—he could put
up with anything along the way: cross, shame, what-
ever. And now he’s there, in the place of honor, right
alongside God.

Hebrews 12:1-2 THE MESSAGE
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The early Christians were revolutionaries of the Spirit,
heralds of the last judgment and the coming transformation;
they had to be ready for martyrdom at any moment.
Their witness meant they had to reckon with being sentenced
to death by state and society. Therefore, “martyrs” were those
witnesses ready to die for their faith, those who bore this
testimony before kings and judges with the
steadfastness of soldiers of God.

They were martyrs, that is “confessors,” even if they
did not have to die. To give witness is the essence of

martyrdom. Martyrs uphold the truth of their testimony as ——

| 69

eyewitnesses of the Lord and his resurrection.

They see Christ and become his prophetic spirit-bearers.
Through the Spirit, the blood-witness of the martyrs becomes
part of the decisive battle waged by Jesus, the
battle in which he himself died as champion and leader of the
future. By dying, he finally judged and routed the hostile
powers of the present age. Put to death by the most devout
Jewish people and the Roman state, Christ fettered and
disarmed the demons and their darkness through his cross.
Since then, each new martyrdom—each new dying with
Christ—becomes a celebration of victory over the
forces of Satan.

FROM EBERHARD ARNOLD’S
THE EARLY CHRISTIANS: IN THEIR OwN WORDS
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A Heavenly Toast 3

Anthony Parsons and Others | England | c. 1540

Having refused to turn from their beliefs, Anthony Parsons
and those with him approached the stakes on which they were to
be burned. Arriving there, Parsons re'quested some drink. With it,
he turned and toasted his fellow sufferers: “Be merry, my brethren,
and lift up your hearts to God; for after this sharp breakfast I trust
we shall have a good dinner in the Kingdom of Christ, our Lord
and Redeemer.”

At this toast, Eastwood, one of the fellow sufferers, lifted his
eyes and hands to heaven and commended his spirit to his Lord.

Parsons walked to his stake and pulled some straw near to it
before he allowed himself to be tied to it. Holding the straw, he
looked to the spectators and said, “This is God’s armor, and now [
am a Christian soldier prepared for battle. I look for no mercy but
through the merits of Christ; He is my only Savior, in Him do I
trust for salvation.”

Soon after this the fires were lit, and these men exchanged
their mortal lives for ones immortal through Christ Jesus.

Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: “Now have
come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of
our God, and the authority of his Christ.
For the accuser of our brothers,who accuses them
before our God day and night, has been hurled down.
They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the
word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so
much as to shrink from death.”
John
(Revelation 12:10-11 N1v)
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Not Ashamed of His Chains %

Onesiphorus ‘ Rome ‘ Ce AeDe 65 |

The soldier watched the man suspiciously from where he was
sitting with his friends. The man approached looking somewhat
harried, but determined. As he looked around, his eyes locked on
the soldier, and he made his way toward their table. The soldier
looked away, hoping the man would move on.

“Excuse me, sirs,” the man began. “I am looking for a friend.
He is in prison. I wonder if you might help me find him.”

Saturus, a burly guard to the soldier’s left, stood up. “Riff-raff!
If he is in prison, then he is a criminal. If you are his friend, then
you are probably one too. Leave us before we arrest you and throw
you in with your friend.”

Saturus could be intimidating, even to the other soldiers, but
the man stood his ground. “My friend is no criminal, sir. And if you
must arrest me before you will take me to him, then so be it. [ am
ready to go.”

Saturus stared at the man. “If he is not a criminal, then why
is he in jail?”

“He is a Christian,” the man replied. “As am [.”

The whole table of soldiers stood except the one who had
first seen the man. “Do you know we could kill you for that?”
another soldier said. “How dare you—"

The soldier still seated put his hand on the other’s arm. “We
don’t want any trouble,” he said. “Tell me; what is your friend’s
name?”

“Paul of Tarsus.”

“Boy,” he said to a youth sitting nearby. The boy jumped to
attention. “Take this man to the prison near the barracks.” He
looked back to the man. “And your name, sir?”

“Onesiphorus.”

|
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“Well, Onesiphorus, if | ever see you again, I will arrest you
myself. Now leave us!”

Hellespontus
Ce AeDe 68

After comforting Paul in jail and probably being present
for his execution, Onesiphorus went on to be a pastor, becoming
bishop of either the church in Colophon or Coronia. (There is
some confusion about this. These may have been two names for
the same place, or he may have been bishop of two different
churches at the same time.)

From there he went on to take the Gospel to Hellespontus,
being accompanied by Porphyrius, who was probably a faithful
member of his congregation. Nero’s edict to kill Christians was in
full effect by this time, and the governor of the province—a man
by the name of Adrianus—had them beaten and whipped. When
they still would not deny their Christianity, he had them tied to
wild horses, then released the horses to run. They were dragged and
torn until they died.

One can only begin to imagine what it must have been like for
Onesiphorus to walk into Rome, a Rome at the dawn of Nero’s rage
against Christians, and start looking for a friend who was in prison not
only because he was a Christian but because he engaged every person
he met in a conversation about Jesus. Paul was being held for execu-
tion, and Onesiphorus must have known that his finding Paul might
very well mean that he would be executed alongside him. Still, he
sought out his brother to comfort him in one of his greatest times of
need. What kind of friend is it that is not ashamed of the other’s chains,
especially at the risk of torture and death?

How much, then, can we truly love our friends if we are not
even willing to risk our reputations, let alone our lives, to tell them
about Jesus?
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May the Lord show mercy to the household of
Onesiphorus, because he often refreshed me and was
not ashamed of my chains. On the contrary, when he
was in Rome, he searched hard for me until he found
me. May the Lord grant that he will find mercy from
the Lord on that day! You know very well in how many
ways he helped me in Ephesus.
Paul
(2 Timothy 1:16-18 N1v)

“This is my command: Love one another the way I
loved you. This is the very best way to love. Put your
life on the line for your friends.... I've named you
friends because ’ve let you in on everything 've heard
from the Father.
“You didn’t choose me, remember; I chose you, and put
you in the world to bear fruit, fruit that won’t spoil.”
Jesus
(John 15:12-13, 15-16 THE MESSAGE)
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"It Is Not Time" m

Dominggus Kenjam ‘ Indonesia ’ 1999 I

“Allah-u-Ahkar!” (Allah is Almighty!) “Allah-u-Ahkar!”

Dominggus awoke with a start out of his bed as someone
grabbed him and dragged him to the ground. His screams were muf-
fled as they continued to shout and rain blows down on his body.
He couldn’t see any one of them, and he could see no means of
escape. “We will allow the women to live, but the men must die!”
someone shouted.

As Dominggus struggled to escape, a sickle came down on the
back of his neck, cutting deeply. He went nearly unconscious but
sensed that his assailants had left the room, leaving him for dead.
He felt ill as the growing pool of his own blood began soaking
through his T-shirt.

Rather than lapsing all the way into unconsciousness,
though, Dominggus reported that his spirit left his body and was
escorted up by two angels. As he rose, he could look back down on
where his body lay huddled on the floor in the dark room. He was
sure that he had died.

Every feeling of fear and pain left him immediately as an
indescribable peace flooded his being. I am going to be with Jesus,
he thought.

Then Dominggus heard the words, “It is not time for you to
serve me here.” Then he felt himself floating back toward his body.

Suddenly Dominggus could feel that someone else was in the
room with him. They were discussing which morgue to take his
body to, because they didn’t know if he was a Muslim or a
Christian.

“I am a Christian,” he was able to say weakly. The two emer-
gency medical workers must have had quite a start when the
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“corpse” they were discussing answered their question for itself!
Dominggus was back. His work on the earth was not through.
Today, Dominggus has fully recovered. He still bears the scar of

the attack on his flesh, but not in his spirit. He has forgiven his attack-
ers and has a deeper commitment to pray for Muslims in Indonesia
than ever before. Not only that, but he now knows he has a purpose
to fulfill on the earth or Jesus would not have sent him back. His faith
is now stronger than ever, and he is eager to follow God’s will daily as
it is revealed to him.

And Indonesia gravely needs people with hearts like that of
Dominggus. The government has promoted a belief called Pancasila—
meaning that all may freely choose to follow Christianity, Islam,
Buddhism, or Hinduism—but in reality Muslims receive preferential
treatment. The political strength of Islam has been used to limit evan-
gelism and reduce Christian influence on public life. Islamists’ stated
aim is the complete elimination of Christianity in the country. In
recent years there has been an orchestrated jihad, or “holy war,”
against Christians—uwith over six hundred churches destroyed by
mobs. Some areas where Christians are the majority, such as Timor
Lorosae (East Timor) and Ambon, have been subjected to outright
military attacks and killings.

Qwer the last forty years, evangelicals have grown from 1.3 mil-
lion to 11.5 million. The increase of Christian persecution has brought
about a greater unity among the Body, the growth of a national prayer
mowvement, and a commitment to outreach in Indonesia and beyond.
The wision for the evangelization of Indonesia has grown despite the
tremendous persecution.

So be truly glad! There is wonderful joy ahead, even
though it is necessary for you to endure many trials for
a while.

These trials are only to test your faith, to show that it

75
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is strong and pure. It is being tested as fire tests and
purifies gold—and your faith is far more precious to God
than mere gold. So if your faith remains strong after
being tried by fiery trials, it will bring you much praise
and glory and honor on the day when Jesus Christ is
revealed to the whole world.
Peter
(1 Peter 1:6-7 NLT)

“For 1 know the plans I have for you,” declares the

Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans
to give you hope and a future.”

God the Father

(Jeremiah 29:11 N1v)
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Not=So=Blind Chang
___glhang Shen 1 Mainland China | c. 1890

Chang Shen was known to those villages in the surrounding
areas as Wu so pu wei te, meaning “one without a particle of good
in him.” He was a gambler and thief, a womanizer who had driven
his wife and daughter from their home. The townspeople said it
was the judgment of the gods for his evildoings when he was strick-
en with blindness.

As always, though, Chang cared little for what the villagers
said. When he heard there was a hospital run by missionaries in
another province and that these missionary doctors could operate
on a person and their sight would be restored, he had to go and find
out. Though he was completely blind at the time, he traveled the
hundreds of miles to the hospital in the hope of regaining his sight.
Yet when he arrived, he was turned away, being told every bed in
the hospital was full.

However, the hospital evangelist was so moved by Chang’s
determination to get to the hospital that he gave Chang his own
bed. After treatment Chang’s natural eyesight was partially
restored, but what he heard while staying in the hospital opened
eyes that Chang didn’t know he had—spiritual eyes. This man who
had not “a particle of good in him” heard the Gospel and accepted
Jesus as his Lord and Savior. One doctor reported, “Never had we
a patient who received the Gospel with such joy.”

Chang asked missionary James Webster to baptize him, but
Webster, who had seen some fall away after such an emotional con-
version, told him, “Go home and tell your neighbors that you have
changed. I will visit you later and if you are still following Jesus,
then [ will baptize you.” Webster was not able to visit Chang’s vil-
lage until five months later. When he arrived, there was more than



just one seeking baptism—there were more than four hundred!
Chang had obviously not only told everyone he could that he had
changed, he had also told everyone he could that they could
change too!

Eventually Chang lost his physical sight again at the hands of
an unskilled native doctor, but he did not care so much since he still
had his spiritual sight. He could quote practically the entire New
Testament by heart, and many chapters from the Old Testament as
well. This was enough “sight” for him. Thus he took to the road
again, much as he had when he first sought to be healed, but now
he was going out to do the healing himself. He won hundreds to the
Lord and only rejoiced when he was cursed and spit on by those who
rejected his message. Missionaries had more than a full-time job
following after him to baptize the new believers and organize
churches to teach and nurture their new faith.

When the Boxer Rebellion broke out, many felt Chang
would be among the first of their targets. Believers took him and
hid him in a cave in the mountains.

The first village the Boxers reached in the area was Ch'oay
nagshan. They immediately rounded up fifty Christians to execute.
But a resident told them, “You are fools to kill all these. For every
one you kill, ten will spring up while that man Chang Shen lives.
The only way to crush the foreign religion is to kill him.”

So the Boxers said they would let these go if someone would
lead them to Chang Shen.

Chang’s response? “I'll gladly die for them.” Again, through
his supernatural sight, Chang saw salvation when everyone else
saw only death.

When Chang arrived, local authorities took him to the tem-
ple of the god of war and demanded that he worship.

“l can only worship the One Living and True God,” Chang
replied.

“Then repent.”




Fam' N

Fearing {@8dy Not Man
] 5
k\a:

“I repented years ago.”

“Then believe in Buddha,” they responded.

“ already believe in the one true Buddha, even Jesus Christ.”

“You must at least bow to the gods.”

“No. Turn my face toward the sun.” He knew that at that
time of day he would be standing between the sun and the temple,
so when he was turned, his back was toward their gods. He knelt
and lifted up a praise song to Jesus. Three days later Chang was
beheaded.

The Boxers then heard a rumor that Chang would rise from
the dead because of the power of his God, so they had his body
burned. Still they feared what Chang’s spirit would do to them if they
stayed in the area, so in the end they left peacefully and quickly.

Because of this, all the other Christians in the local churches 79
were spared.

JESUS IOVﬁs me!
1@ who died
Heaven's gate to open wide;
He will WASH away my sin,
Let His little child come in.
JESUS loves me!
He will stay

Close beside me all the way;
If I love Him when I die

He will take me home on high.

THE SONG CHANG SHEN SANG
ON THE WAY TO BE BEHEADED

I came into the world to bring everything into the clear
light of day, making all the distinctions clear, so that
those who have never seen will see, and those who have
made a great pretense of seeing will be exposed as blind.
Jesus

(John 9:39 THE MESSAGE)



_The Slave of Ireland
and the Gospel

Patrick ‘ Ireland 1 Ce AeDe 432

As Patrick’s boat pushed west, he felt a strange chill from the
memory of the same journey he had made years earlier under very
different circumstances. The smells of the sea and the fog clinging
to the waves and the cliffs took him back to when he was a lad of
sixteen, traveling to Ireland in bonds with the raiding party that
had burned his home and taken him as a slave.

Despite the hardships of having been a slave for six years,
tending the herds of a Druidic high priest named Milchu, Patrick
had come to have a supernatural love for Ireland. It was in Ireland
that Patrick had come to know God personally as he walked the
woods and mountains alone with the animals. He had grown up in
a Christian home in a British Roman settlement but had never
embraced the faith while he lived with his family. He had been a
lax student during that time, something he now greatly regretted,
and was too independently minded to walk so easily in his family’s
faith. Alone and seemingly forsaken in Ireland, Patrick sought out
God and found Him. Then, through a dream, God led him to
escape and eventually return to his family, who welcomed him
warmly. Upon his return to Britain, Patrick resumed his studies
with more vigor, intending to join the ministry as his father and
grandfather had.

Now, as the oars pulled against the dark waves, Patrick began
to see God’s hand in it all. Shortly after his return to Britain,
Patrick had a dream about Ireland in which he heard “the voice of
the Irish” calling to him: “We beg you, holy youth, come and walk
among us again.” Patrick felt this was God’s call to return to Ireland
with the Gospel.
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Yet he felt unfit for the task, so he journeyed to a monastery
in Britain, again leaving his family, and poured himself into being
ordained. Roughly twenty years had passed since then. At his first
opportunity to return, Patrick was passed up by his church elders to
be a missionary to Ireland, and another, a man by the name of
Palladius, was chosen. When Palladius was killed a short time later,
Patrick was elected to go.

Upon landing, Patrick returned to the village where he had
been a slave. His intent was that his first convert would be the man
who had been his master, Milchu. But when he arrived there, he
found Milchu’s home in ashes. At word of his coming, Milchu had
gathered all of his possessions into his home and lit it on fire, killing
himself in the flames. Patrick was horror-struck at the madness of
this act and determined to act dramatically to release these people
from the fear of false gods that would drive a man to do such a thing.

Patrick spent some time preaching to the locals there and
finding out what had happened since his departure and who was in
power. His years as a slave had served him well, as he still spoke
their language fluently and with little accent, making it easy to
communicate. In his conversations he learned that the high king
of Ireland, King Laeghaire, would be celebrating the Druidic feast
of Beltine, which coincided with Easter that year, at his courts in
Tara. Patrick headed there immediately, intent on making a state-
ment for the power of God over the idols and occult practices that
bound these people.

[t was tradition that on the eve of the festival, it would be the
high king who lighted the first bonfire of the festival. Any who
defied this would be put to death. Yet as the king emerged that
night to start the festival, Patrick’s bonfire was already glowing
brightly for all to see on the hilltop of Slane (pronounced slay-ne)
not far away. As had Elijah before the prophets of Baal, Patrick had
uttered a formal challenge to the Druids and their king.

As Laeghaire gave the order for the perpetrators to be found

e T e e R e - il sl




82

Jesus ks II

and killed, his two Druidic high priests offered him a word of cau-
tion and prophecy: “O king, live forever. This fire, which has been
lit in defiance to the royal edict, will blaze forever unless it is put
out this night on which it has been lit. The man who lit the fire
and the coming kingdom by which it was lit will overcome us all!”
But the king would hear none of it. He had twenty-seven chariots
prepared, and he, his guests, and his court rode to subdue Patrick.

When the chariots arrived, Patrick was summoned before the
king. The king ordered Patrick’s bonfire extinguished, but no mat-
ter what his soldiers did, the fire refused to be put out. Patrick gave
a bold testimony for Jesus before them and refused to be silent.
When Laeghaire commanded his soldiers to execute Patrick to
quiet him, confusion descended on them, and they attacked one
another. When the two Druid priests then turned their vehemence
on Patrick and Jesus’ name, one fell and cracked his head on a rock,
while the other somehow fell into the fire and perished. One ver-
sion even records that when the king himself pulled his sword to
slay Patrick, his arm froze in the air as stiff as a statue and stayed
that way until he knelt in surrender to Patrick. Though it is unclear
how many of the details of this encounter are legend and how
many actually happened, Patrick’s victory over Laeghaire and his
Druids opened the political doors of Ireland to the Gospel.

Patrick thus had a captive and royal audience to be among
the first to be converted during his ministry. Though the king did
not become a Christian on this day, his chief bard, his two daugh-
ters, and one of his brothers did. Less than two weeks later they
were baptized. The brother gave Patrick land and a barn that
became the first church, and wealth to use to spread Christianity
throughout Ireland. Laeghaire also gave Patrick legal sanction to
preach throughout the island.

For the next thirty years Patrick established Christianity
throughout Ireland, and though he had other miracles attributed to
his ministry, he was not often far from trouble. Ireland was not
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neatly organized in kingdoms under Laeghaire, so whenever he
went into a new area, it was likely that Laeghaire’s sanction would
mean very little. Patrick and his followers were imprisoned on sev-
eral occasions—Patrick once spent two months in prison wonder-
ing if his ministry was over—and he saw many of his converts die,
as well as being sentenced to death himself more than once.
Through it all, though, Patrick remained humble and counted only
on God’s protection to free him from any situation. He wrote the
following in a chant or prayer, which he titled “The Breastplate,”
that he taught others to remind them of their purpose and
Protector:

CHRIST shield me today

against poison,
agalnst burning,

against drowning,
against wounding,

So_that there may come to me
ABUNDANCE of reward,

Christ with me,
Christ before me,
Christ behind me,
Christ in me,
Christ beneath me,
Christ above me
Christ on my r{ght,
Christ on my left
Christ when I lie down,
Christ when I sit down,
Christ when I arise,
Christ in quiet,
Christ in danger,
Christ in the heart of every man
who thinks of me,

Christ in the mouth of everyone
who speaks of me,

Christ in every eye that sees me,

Christ in every ear
that hears me.
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Having successfully planted churches and established pastors

and priests in every district in Ireland, Patrick died around the age
of seventy-two on March 17, A.D. 461.

Though more people today probably associate Patrick with green beer
than the Gospel, he has left us an important heritage as a revolution-
ary for Christ. It is important for us to remember such men as Patrick
and Nicholas (who most call Santa Claus today) for who they were
and not who the world has transformed them into in order to nullify
their testimonies.

The life of Patrick is another example of the love of God that can
make no sense to the world. How can a slave love his master so much
as to return for the master’s good once he has escaped? How can he
love the people who enslaved him and took him away from his family
as a youth so much as to dedicate his life to their good? How can the
persecuted love their persecutors?

Is there any greater proof of God than the existence of such a
love in the hearts of those who call Him Savior and Lord? Is there any
greater evidence of His existence than what can be accomplished
through a heart submitted and obedient to His will?

I, Patrick, a sinner, am the most ignorant and of least
account among the faithful, despised by many....

It was not any grace in me, but God who is victorious
in me and resisted them all, so that I came to the Irish
people to preach the gospel and to bear insults from
unbelievers, to hear the scandal of my travels, and to
endure many persecutions even to the extent of prison;
so that I might surrender my liberty as a man of free
condition for the profit of others, and if I should be
found worthy, I am ready to give even my life for His
name’s sake unfalteringly, gladly, and without hesita-
tion; and there (in Ireland) I desire to spend it until 1
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die, if our Lord should grant it to me. I owe it to God’s
grace that so many people should through me be born
again in God....
But I implore those who believe in and fear God, who-
ever consents to examine or receive this document com-
posed by the obviously unlearned sinner Patrick in
Ireland, that no one shall ever credit to me even the
smallest of things that I achieved or may have told of
that was pleasing to God, but accept and truly believe
that it was the gift of God. And this is my confession
before I die.
Patrick
Confession

But by God’s grace I am what I am, and the grace that
he gave me was not without effect. On the contrary, I
have worked harder than any of the other apostles,

although it was not really my own doing, but God’s,

grace working with me.

Paul
(1 Corinthians 15:10 TEV)

t
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If we Christians don’t continue to share
the gospel and push the envelope, the envelope
will close in on us. If we maintain a
“silent witness,” there will be no witness,

and Christianity will die in America.

RAY THORNE
A MISSIONARY TO THE PERSECUTED CHURCH
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Sowing God's Word
Rosa | Cuba | 1999

“l was born into a Communist home where no one could
even mention the word God. | remember being a little girl looking
at a huge picture of Fidel Castro (the leader of the Cuban
Revolution) in my living room.

“My parents are atheists. My father used to be a representa-
tive of a very important organization called the Communist Youth
Union. Now he is in the Cuban Communist Party leadership. My
mother is secretary of the Revolution Defense Committee. In sum-
mary, my home is a Communist ‘nest.” However, my great-grand-
mother loves God and she has been faithful to God through all
these years. She used to talk to me about the Lord and she sowed
the seeds of the Lord’s Word. On several occasions I tried to go to
church with her, but my parents did not allow me to go.

“Years later my parents divorced, and then my mother allowed
me to go to church, without my father’s permission. Anyway, when
[ was twelve my mother tried to get me away from the Lord, organ-
izing and inviting me to parties. | went away from the Lord living
that way. But my great-grandmother persevered in praying for me.

“One day I went to church and received the Lord Jesus Christ
as my Savior. My life started to change; even my way of dress
changed totally. My mother did not accept it. She never beat me
before, but now she does often. When my father learned that [ was
a Christian, he told me to choose God or him. [ chose the Lord
because | have understood that He is the only thing really worthy
for me. [ know that God is faithful and He cares for me and He is
going to do wonderful things for my family.

“My mother got married again to another Communist man.
He had a five-year-old son. They don’t allow me to talk to him
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about the Lord or to go to church, but I talk to him about the love
of God anyway. Sometimes | listen to him praising the Lord.

“Now, even though I am only fourteen, | study far away from
my home. When I first came to this place I was the only Christian,
but I have sown God’s Word and now we are four. We meet under
a tree, hidden, to share God’s Word. We feel the presence of the
Lord in such a special way. We keep sowing and waiting that soon
we will be many.

“God is faithful. He never forsakes His children. Please, pray
for me. It is not easy to follow the Lord in a country so hostile to
Him where opposition comes not only from the system but from
our homes. Our parents are blind in this atheistic system and do
not understand that we grow and make our own personal decisions.
Mine is Jesus Christ. I will be faithful even at the price of death!”

People may call themselves revolutionaries, but they don’t real-
ize that without God they change nothing. All they do is perpetuate a
world of hatred and strife. One dictator replaces another; one system
of corruption and exploitation replaces another system; one set of dev-
ils is replaced by another set of dewils. Things can go on this way for
hundreds of years at a time.

They go on, that is, until someone is willing to stand up and get
God involved. Then things really begin to change: Hatred is replaced
by forgiveness; strife is replaced by brotherly love and a helping hand,;
oppression is replaced by freedom; and evil men to fear are replaced by
God-fearing men to follow. In the wake of a godly revolution, the
world is set upside right again.

“If you stick with this, living out what I tell you, you
are my disciples for sure. Then you will experience for
yourselves the truth, and the truth will free you....

“I tell you most solemnly that anyone who chooses a life
of sin is trapped in a dead-end life and is, in fact, a
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slave. A slave is a transient, who can’t come and go at

will. The Son, though, has an established position, the

run of the house. So if the Son sets you free, you are free
through and through.”

Jesus

(John 8:31-32, 34-36 THE MESSAGE)
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’ A Time to Speak Out
\ Timbthy | Ephesus | a.pn. 98

“Great is Diana of the Ephesians!”

The masked revelers screamed and shouted as they made
their way through the streets of Ephesus, banging their sticks on
the ground, a wall, or a passing cart to make noise, and dancing
before the statue of the god they were celebrating. The feast of
Catagogion was a major money-maker for the craftsmen and pagan
priests of the area, so there was always great support in the com-
munity of the festivities surrounding that day. Great support, that
is, among all but the growing Christian church in Ephesus.

Timothy, now the elderly pastor of that church, hardly paid
attention to the event. In fact, he had forgotten that it would be
taking place on that day as he walked down the street. He was more
concerned with the growing pressure on the church because of
Emperor Diocletian’s recent exile of the apostle John to the island
of Patmos that was not far to the southwest, and the growing ten-
sion in the community between the pagans and Christians as a
result. Timothy remembered what the church had gone through
under Nero—he had in fact been present at Paul’s imprisonment
and execution in Rome—and it looked like the church would be
going through much of the same under Diocletian.

So when Timothy turned the corner and walked right into
the procession of revelers, he was more appalled then ever at the
foolishness of it.

“Brothers, sisters, why do you worship and sacrifice to a stat-
ue made with human hands that is no god, when the true God of
all sent His own Son that you could know Him and the joy of His
righteousness? This partying is foolish and self-destructive! Why
celebrate a dead statue and give place to your lusts when you can
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know the God of heaven and the real joy of walking in His ways?”

One of the priests at the lead came forward and roughly
pushed Timothy out of the way. “Leave us alone, old man! We will
do as we please!” Yet the procession had stopped, and it was obvi-
ous some in the crowd were wondering at what Timothy had said.

So Timothy continued, “Do as you please! And what if what
pleases you is a trap? What if it is a bond that will take your life
from you before you have even lived and chain you to regret and
dissatisfaction? Jesus came that you might have life and life abun-
dantly! Why accept the chains of sin when you can live free in His
Spirit!”

“Enough, I said!” screamed the priest, bringing his stick down
upon Timothy as hard as he could. The others stood and stared.
The priest was not caught for a minute by their wonder.
“Blasphemy! Blasphemy! Did you not hear what he said? He called
Diana a false god and a curse! He does not deserve to live! Great is
Diana of the Ephesians! Kill him! Kill him!” And he brought his
stick down upon Timothy again.

“Great is Diana of the Ephesians!” another called behind
him, raising his stick along with the priest. The others soon joined
in, pounding Timothy with sticks or rocks and then kicking him to
the side of the road out of the way to continue their parade.

A group of Christians soon collected the bishop and took
him to his home to be cared for. Timothy died of the bruises and
injuries two days later.

There is a time to be quiet, but there is also a time to speak out.
If a friend is not looking and about to trip over something in her path,
isn't it only natural for us to shout out and warn her before she hurts
herself? How much more should we yell if she is casually on her way
to hell and has no idea that there is something better?
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Have I then become your enemy by telling you the truth?
Paul

(Galatians 4:16 Esv)

Timothy, my child, I am giving you a command that

agrees with the prophecies that were given about you in

the past. I tell you this so you can follow them and fight

the good fight. Continue to have faith and do what you
know is right.

Paul

(1 Timothy 1:18-19 Ncv)
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O friends, what about these heroic spirits?

What about those faces that look at you today
through that blinding smoke and those devouring flames?
Avre there then two standards of service, one high and
Charistlike for them, and one much lower, made to meet
the case of little, lean, and cowardly souls? Nay, are
there three ways for the feet of those who travel toward
eternity? One wide and broad for the wicked, another
straight and narrow for martyrs and martyr spirits, and
the other a middle middling, sort of silver-slipper path,
for those who would have the pearl without the price,
the crown without the cross.

No! No! No! Look again at those martyr-men.
They stood up there before heaven and earth, and said in
the loudest language that can be spoken in this or in any
other world, that they gladly gave up, not only friends
and kindred, lands and money, and every other earthly
treasure, but life itself, which to them, as to everybody
else, is far dearer than all else put together, for the truth
and love and cause of Jesus Christ.

WiLLiAM BOOTH

FOUNDER OF THE SALVATION ARMY
1829-1912
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Continuing to Preach
Li De Xian and 2hao Xia | Mainland China ‘ 2002 ‘

“Christ was the first to suffer,” Pastor Li De Xian said. “We
just follow Him. There are many thorns, but we are just injured a
little on our feet. This suffering is very little.”

As any know who remember his story from pages 170-175 of
Jesus Freaks, Pastor Li speaks about suffering from experience. The
man who said “I will preach until I die” has stuck to his word.
Despite continued pressure from the Public Security Bureau (PSB),
Pastor Li refuses to miss a service unless he is in prison or change
his message of salvation through Jesus Christ. During the period
from October 2000 to May 2001, he was arrested fifteen times for
preaching in his unregistered house church in Guangzhou. He has
been arrested so many times during the past two years that he has
lost count. During one recent detention, jailers tied his arms and
legs together and chained his arms and legs to a bedpost for three
days. When they finally released him from this torture, he was
forced to work on an assembly line in the prison factory putting
bulbs into strings of Christmas lights to send to America! He and
the others had a quota of between four and five thousand bulbs a
day. “They suffered this inhumane treatment simply because they
failed to meet their daily production quotas in the Chinese labor
camp.” Li has seen imprisoned Christians tortured so badly that
their buttocks bled through their clothing. He spent fifteen days in
prison on this particular occasion.

Yet rather than this experience teaching him to be afraid, it
has taught him to be prepared. He travels at all times with a small
black duffel bag that he keeps packed with a blanket and a change
of clothes—the things he will need for prison whenever he is

arrested next. “Arrests will come at any time, but we are not afraid,
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as we have prepared ourselves, and we have not done any crimes.”
Whenever possible he will spend his time in prison reading the
Bible, something he manages to smuggle in with amazing regularity.

His wife, Zhao Xia, strongly supports him in this and refuses to

worry. “God will take care of him,” she says, “so there is no need to
worry.”
In 2000, PSB officials also confiscated Li’s church and weld-
ed the doors shut. In early November 2000, in the city of Wenzhou,
Zhejiang Province, they reportedly blew up and demolished at least
450 churches, temples, and shrines. Government officials said reli-
gious leaders had built the churches and temples illegally.

“Don't feel sorry for us,” Zhao Xia says of their lifestyle. “At
least we are constantly reminded that we are in a spiritual war. We
know for whom we are fighting. We know who the enemy is. And
we are fighting. Perhaps we should pray for you Christians outside
of China. In your leisure, in your affluence, in your freedom, some-
times you no longer realize that you are in spiritual warfare.”

The Chinese character for “crisis” is actually a combination of
two other characters. One is “danger,” but the other is “opportunity.”
We usually view a crisis as something to totally avoid. We see or expe-
rience the danger, never dreaming or desiring that it may involve an
opportunity.

If we are truly dedicated to serving God with our lives, the cir-
cumstances of life will be springboards for opportunities to further
God’s kingdom. Paul acted much this way in his life: Being locked up
in prison was an opportunity to save the jailer and his family; having
a Jewish hit squad out to kill him was an opportunity to appeal to Rome
and take the Gospel there. Perhaps Joseph said it best: “God turned
into good what you meant for evil. He brought me to the high position
[ have today so I could save the lives of many people” (Genesis 50:20
NLT).

Because of this, people like Pastor Li and his wife never have the
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time to feel sorry for themselves as they are too busy looking for the
door God will open next. When Pastor Li enters prison, he reaches
people for Christ he might not have otherwise met. He has become so
well known that whenever he is arrested again, it makes headlines
worldwide and China’s policies toward Christians are again under
scrutiny. They know they are in spiritual warfare and believe that is
just where they need to be to serve God properly. And they wouldn’t
miss that opportunity for the world.

Pray also for me, that whenever I open my mouth,
words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make
known the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an

ambassador in chains.
Paul

(Ephesians 6:19-20 Niv)
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"The Gospel Is Sufficient"
_John Wycliffe | England | c. 1330-1384

John Wycliffe began his studies aimed at being a minister in
the state church in England. He was sent to Oxford by his parents
and soon distinguished himself at Merton College as a sharp mind
and a clever debater.

He eventually became the master at Baliol College and found
himself rising in the favor of the church. Archbishop Islip appoint-
ed him to a position at the newly founded Canterbury Hall, where
he was quickly in line for promotion. Yet when the time came, he
was passed up for political reasons and in such an unjust manner
that he appealed to Rome. However, what he got was not justice
but rhetoric. Edward 1Il, then king of England, had stopped the
tribute paid to Rome by his predecessor, King John, and was sup-
ported by Parliament in his decision. Until this channel of money
began to flow again, any matters in England would be ignored.

Wycliffe bristled at the injustice of this and the greed of the
church in Rome. He also felt that the king was right in his actions
and should be recognized to have legitimate jurisdiction over the
church in England. He began to skillfully argue these points where
he had the opportunity. Rome soon turned its back on him, and no
one had any doubts that it was because he had opposed them.

Wycliffe saw that the regulation of the established church at
this time was thus not built on the righteousness, justice, and grace
of God—not built on the precepts of the Bible—but upon the love
of money and political power mongering. He set himself to expose
this for the sake of truth and called for reformation to the church’s
corruption, abuses, and selfish uses of money.

Around 1376, Wycliffe enunciated the doctrine of “domin-
ion as founded in grace,” which stated, among other things, that
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“the Gospel alone is sufficient to rule the lives of Christians every-
where,” that “any additional rules made to govern men’s conduct
added nothing to the perfection already found in the Gospel of
Jesus Christ,” and that “no high-ranking clergy should have prisons
to punish transgressors.”

Wycliffe was soon commanded to be silent by local church
authorities and eventually condemned by the state church hierar-
chy. Yet this only strengthened his convictions, and he grew bold-
er in preaching that truth was found in the Scriptures and did not
come from the edicts of men.

Repeated attempts to capture him failed, often through the
intervention of local nobles. Around 1378, after an illness nearly
cost him his life, he set himself to release the truths he had been
preaching and began translating the Latin Vulgate, the only Bible
allowed at the time, into English for all to read. It was distributed
in secret through pamphlets and books. Followers of his teachings
grew in number despite aggressive efforts to suppress them. John
Wycliffe continued this work until his death in 1384.

In 1415, the Council of Constance reviewed Wycliffe’s
teachings and found him guilty of heresy. As he had already died
roughly thirty years earlier, they ordered that his body be dug up,
burned, and the ashes scattered in the river. This was finally car-
ried out in 1428. They had hoped that this action would put an end
to Wycliffe’s teachings and influence, but it did not. It was as if
every bit of ash from John’s burnt corpse carried a new thirst for
Truth with it down the river, out to sea, and across Europe.

John Whycliffe has been called “The Moming Star of the
Reformation” because he was the first to fight for the right of every
man, woman, and child to have access to the Scriptures for themselves
and to know God through His Word. In a time when the controlling
church began to grow fat on political power and wealth rather than the
true knowledge of God, John Wycliffe began a revolution of freedom
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that would rage for the next two hundred years. He did not shy away
from the Truth, though it would have profited him greatly to look the
other way and rise in the hierarchy to a place of power and wealth.
Wouldn't he have been a greater man of influence if he had? Probably
not, because by the time he would have arrived in that position, he
would have made so many compromises in what he believed that he
would not have been a man of the same convictions.

John Wycliffe fought with words and knowledge, not political
authority, so that all would have the freedom of Truth. It is interesting
to consider what our freedoms might be like today if John had not set
the fire that would blaze into King James finally authorizing an English
version of the Bible in 1611. Some believe that the greatest evangeli-
cal outpourings of missionary work happened because of the King
James Bible, and great reform in England took place because people
started to recognize the Scriptures as the basis for law and conduct.
Would the Pilgrims have ever set out for America had they not had a
Bible in their own language that made them believe there was more of
God to be gained by moving to a new land free of the constraints of
belief they were experiencing in Europe? It’s hard to say.

But what can be said is that without people such as John
Wycliffe who stood up for the Truth, it could easily have been lost,
locked away in a language few understood and even fewer studied for
themselves. It is important to comprehend the price that was paid so
that we can have our own Bibles to read every day. Almost as impor-
tant is remembering to take advantage of that freedom every day.

That’s why the prophet said,

“The old life is a grass life,

its beauty as short-lived as wildflowers;

Grass dries up, flowers'droop,

God’s Word goes on and on forever.”

This is the Word that conceived the new life in you.

Peter

(1 Peter 1:24—25 THE MESSAGE)
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The Congueror's Heart
Hungary | 1950

Russian Captain

The Russian army captain walked haughtily down the aisle of
the church and up to the pastor. “I will have a word with you alone.
Take me someplace where we can speak privately!”

The officer was very young and brash and seemed very con-
scious of his role as a conqueror.

When the pastor had led him to a small conference room, the
officer shut and locked the door. He nodded toward the cross that
hung on the wall. “You know that thing is a lie,” he said to the min-
ister. “It’s just a piece of trickery you ministers use to delude the
poor people to make it easier for the rich to keep them ignorant.
Come now, we are alone. Admit to me that you never really
believed that Jesus Christ was the Son of God!”

The minister smiled. “But, my poor young man, of course I
believe it. It is true.”

“I won’t have you play these tricks on me!” cried the captain.
“This is serious. Don’t laugh at me!”

He drew out his revolver and held it close to the body of the
minister.

“Unless you admit to me that it is a lie, I'll fire!”

“I cannot admit that, for it is not true. Our Lord is really and
truly the Son of God,” said the minister. For a painful instant his
muscles tightened as he awaited the bullet.

Instead, the captain suddenly flung his revolver on the floor
and embraced the pastor. Tears sprang to the captain’s eyes.

“It is true!” he cried. “It is true. I believe so too, but I could
not be sure men would die for this belief until I found for myself
one who would. Oh, thank you! You have strengthened my faith.
Now [ too can die for Christ. You have shown me how.”
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This is the kind of life you’ve been invited into, the kind
of life Christ lived. He suffered everything that came his
way so.you would know that it could be done, and also
know how to do it, step by step.

“He never did one thing wrong,

Not once said anything amiss.”

They called him every name in the book and he said
nothing back. He suffered in silence, content to let God
set things right.

Peter
(1 Peter 2:21-23 THE MESSAGE)
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God is “the Truth.”
The Bible is the “truth about the Truth.”
Theology is the “truth about the truth about the Truth.”
Christian people live in these many truths about the
Truth, and, because of them,
have not “the Truth.”
Hungry, beaten, and drugged, we had forgotten
102 theology and the Bible. We had forgotten the “truths
about the Truth,” therefore we lived in “the Truth.”
It is written, “The Son of man is coming at an hour
when you do not expect Him” (Matthew 24:44).
We could not think anymore. In our darkest hours
of torture, the Son of man came to us,
making the prison walls shine like diamonds and
filling the cells with light. Somewhere, far away, were
the torturers below us in the sphere of the body.
But the spirit rejoiced in the Lord. We would not
have given up this joy for that of kingly palaces.

RICHARD WURMBRAND
FOUNDER OF THE VOICE OF THE MARTYRS
SPENT FOURTEEN YEARS IN A COMMUNIST PRISON
RoMANIA
1940s, ’50s, AND ’60s
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The Hiding Place .
Corrie ten Boom Holland 1942=1947

and Germany

“This is a perfect house for a secret room,” said Mr. Smit. The
ten Boom home was very old and had lots of rooms with odd angles
and nooks. One could easily add a wall and a hidden door, and
there would be places for people to hide if the Nazis came. The ten
Booms knew better than'to be pleased by this information, but they
also knew as Christians that they could not look the other way
when God’s chosen people, the Jews, were being so openly perse-
cuted. Their consciences gave them no choice but to help. “This is
where the false wall will come,” Mr. Smit told them later, standing
in Corrie’s room on an upper floor. “I cannot make the room any
bigger, but several people will be able to get in.”

Over the next week or so several new “customers” came to
the ten Booms’ little watch shop carrying lunch sacks or what
looked like packages. In these were the tools and materials needed
to make the secret room. When it was finished, even the family,
who knew the house well, could not tell that the wall was new. The
workers had even matched the wallpaper that looked as if it had
been a hundred years old.

During the following weeks they practiced getting their
“guests” into the room quickly if someone came to call. They had
to make sure that there was no trace that anyone had been there.
If they were eating, everything from the table must disappear so
that there was no sign; if they were sleeping, the mattresses must be
turned over so that there wasn’t a warm spot for the Gestapo to
find. Soon they had four regular guests, and it only took about a
minute for any trace of them to disappear from the house.

Soon all the ten Booms created their own code words that
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they used with others in the underground to funnel people through
their hiding place and on to freedom in an Allied country. “We
have an old watch, with an unusual face. Do you know someone
who would like to buy it?” or, in other words, “We have an old
Jewish man who needs to be hidden who has a face that would
immediately give him away. Where can we hide him?”

As time passed, their continual cooperation in this under-
ground people-smuggling operation became more and more risky.
But their consciences would not let them turn anyone away who
needed help. They knew sooner or later something would give
them away. And by this time their number of regular guests had
grown to nine.

Then in early 1944 the inevitable happened. The Gestapo
took prisoner one of the couriers who helped them relay messages.
They knew he was very young and would not do well under their
torturous questioning. Some days later a Dutchman asked Corrie
for some money. She did not know him, but he said it was needed
urgently to help some Jews. Corrie did not really trust him but gave
him the money anyway—how could she refuse if there was even a
chance he was telling the truth? It turned out he was a Nazi spy.

The knock on the door came suddenly that afternoon when
Corrie had just lain down because she was feeling like she was com-
ing down with the flu. The house was a mad scramble for a bit and
then silent. All of the practicing had paid off, as there was no sign
of their guests to be found anywhere in the house.

The Gestapo officers and the two Dutch Nazi officials burst
through the door and ran about the house, gathering everyone into
the front room. They had some guests with them who knew noth-
ing of the Jews upstairs, and Corrie’s brother Willem was in town.
The officers began questioning them by taking them one by one
into another room. Corrie’s turn came first.

“Where have you hidden the Jews?” the officer demanded.

Corrie was flushed, but she hid it well behind her slight fever.
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She looked straight into the officer’s face. Growing up, she had
been told Christians never lied, but what choice had she? If she
told the truth, they would kill all of them. Finally Corrie answered,
“Jews? There are no Jews here.”

The officer struck her across the face. “Where are the Jews?!!”

This time Corrie said nothing.

“All right, then, where is the secret room!” He would ask,
then hit her, then ask again and then hit her again. It was not long
before Corrie had completely lost track of how many times this had
happened.

Corrie could taste blood in her mouth and feel it running
down her cheek. Still she said nothing. Suddenly she felt even
more sick than before and thought she would faint. “Lord Jesus,
help me,” she sobbed.

This time the officer hit her with even more vehemence. “If
you use that name again, I'll kill you!” Instead, he had her taken
back to the living room, and Corrie’s sister, Betsie, was taken into
the room.

As Betsie was questioned in the same manner, soldiers who
had followed the officers were searching the house, smashing what-
ever was breakable, throwing anything loose across the room, and
smashing cupboards and breaking down doors. But they never
found what they were looking for, the room was so well hidden.

“Fine, then,” the commanding officer said at last, “take them
to the police station and set a guard on the house. If there is any-
one hiding in here, they will starve to death.”

For hours the family was left on the floor in a room of the
police station. At nine o’clock, Father ten Boom gathered the fam-
ily together for the devotions that always took place at this time at
home. They had no Bible, so he quoted from Psalm 119 from mem-
ory, “You are my hiding place and my shield: I hope in your word....
Hold me up, and I shall be safe.” Ten days after this, Father ten
Boom died in a hospital, but because of their imprisonment it was

165
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some time before Corrie and Betsie learned of his death.

The family was soon separated, and Corrie, “the ringleader,”
and Betsie were imprisoned to await their hearings. Corrie was
taken to the hospital because she was sick, and when she returned
to the police station she was put in a cell by herself. She had no
idea what had happened to the rest of her family, but she soon
received a hidden note in a tin of cookies that told her, “All the
watches left in the cupboard are safe.”

Before her hearing, Corrie was to be questioned by another
Gestapo officer. After her previous questioning, she feared the
worst. “Lord Jesus,” she prayed, “you were once questioned too.
Please show me what to do.”

“Miss ten Boom, [ would really like to help you. But you must
tell me everything,” the officer began in an understanding tone.

Corrie had been trained with the other underground mem-
bers how to answer questions in a flowing line of conversation that
seemed to be of interest, but in the end revealed nothing. For many
of the questions, Corrie was grateful that she honestly didn’t know
the answers.

Slowly the officer saw this was leading nowhere and decided to
change the subject. “And now tell me about your other activities,
Miss ten Boom.”

“Other activities? Oh yes, there’s the girls’ clubs and my work
for the mentally handicapped....” This was not what he had want-
ed to hear, but her enthusiasm in talking about these things caught
him off guard. For a short time he listened in astonishment. In the
end he said, “But really, all of this is such a waste of time.”

“Oh no,” Corrie defended, “God loves everyone, even the
weak and feeble. You see, the Bible tells us that God looks at things
very differently from us.”

“All right, all right,” the officer interrupted, “that will be
enough for today.”

In the end, Corrie shared the entire Gospel message with the
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officer, who soon became as much of a friend as he could. He hated
his work and listened attentively when she told him about praying
for forgiveness. He arranged for Corrie and Betsie to see their fam-
ily again. Unfortunately he did not have the power to see that they
were released. Corrie spent the next four months in this cell alone,
except when she was permitted out for questioning. She spent the
time reading and rereading the gospel stories about Jesus.

Though no verdict was ever pronounced, eventually both
Corrie and Betsie were sent to Ravensbruck concentration camp.
In all, they spent ten months in prison. At Ravensbruck they spent
hours in the cold as the thirty-five thousand women prisoners were
counted and recounted if there was a mistake. In the following
months the hard labor took Betsie to the point of death more than
once. In the end she went to the infirmary and didn’t come back.
Through it all, though, it seemed that it was Betsie’s faith that had
helped the rest of them survive.

Three days after her sister’s death, Corrie was called out at
the morning head count. “Prisoner ten Boom, report after roll call.”

She was terrified. Was it her turn to be executed? “Father in
heaven, please help me now,” she prayed.

But when she reported to the camp administrative offices as
ordered, she was handed a card that said “Released” in German.
She was given her original clothes back and a railway ticket for
Holland. She left immediately. Eventually she learned that her
release had been a clerical error. The week after her release, all of
the women her age at Ravensbruck were put to death.

After the war ended, Corrie started a life of traveling and
telling her story to encourage other Christians. Going back into
Germany to minister was the most difficult of all for her, but she
felt that she must go wherever God sent her.

In 1947, at a church in Munich, a man walked up to her who
looked strangely familiar. As he shook her hand she realized where
she knew him from: He had been one of the crueler guards at
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Ravensbruck! As he realized that she recognized him, he looked at
her with watery eyes. “Miss ten Boom, | have become a Christian
since the war. | know now in my heart that God has forgiven me,
but I must also ask for your forgiveness. Can you forgive me for all
of the evil I did to you, your sister, and the others?”

[t took some time for Corrie to respond. As she struggled over
what she would say, she found that she had many more things than
she had realized to release to God about what had happened to her
during the war. In the end, though, her response was simple and
straightforward: “I forgive you, brother, with all my heart.”

Corrie went on to write a book about her experiences during the
Second World War called The Hiding Place. Eventually the book was
turned into a movie. She returned to Germany several times after the
war and took part in a ministry that specifically helped Germans who
had been made bitter under Hitler’s reign. Corrie spent the rest of her
life preaching about the healing power of God’s forgiveness and about
His comfort and presence even in the worst of circumstances. She died
w1965

You are my hiding place!
You protect me from trouble,
and you put songs in my heart
because you have saved me.
Psalm 32:7 cev

Lord Jesus, I offer myself for Your people. In any
way. Any place. Any time.
Corrie ten Boom
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If we do not radiate the light of Christ around
us, the sense of the darkness that prevails in the
world will increase.

MOTHER TERESA
GAVE HER LIFE TO THE POOR IN INDIA
1910-1997

Lord, I am your messenger. Throw me like a
blazing torch into the night.

MARY SKOBTSOVA
DIED IN A NAZI GAS CHAMBER
MANY BELIEVE SHE DIED IN THE PLACE OF ANOTHER WOMAN
PICKED TO GO TO RAVENSBRUCK CONCENTRATION CAMP.
GERMANY, EASTER EVE, 1945.
THE CAMP WAS LIBERATED BY THE RED CROSS THE NEXT DAY.
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Standing ¥irm for the Truth e
of the Word

Georg_e Wishart ‘ Scotland | 1546

“Sir!” The man stood in the middle of Mr. Wishart’s message
on the book of Romans to the congregation before him, cutting the
teacher off in mid-sentence. “I would that you would stop and trou-
ble this town no more. For I, for one, have determined to suffer no
more of your lies.”

George Wishart was shocked by the interruption and the
accusation against his teachings from the Word of God. He had
preached a similar message at Montrose and in this same church
the night before in Dundee, and the exposition was a great blessing
in both instances. [t was not often assemblies were actually taught
about the Word of God and not simply read in a language few if any
of them knew. The crowd was silent as he collected himself and
meekly addressed the speaker and the rest of the congregation.
“God is my witness, | didn’t have your trouble in mind but your
comfort; in fact, your trouble is more grievous to me than it is to
yourselves. In contrast [ am sure that refusing to hear God’s Word,
and to chase away His messenger, shall not preserve you from trouble
but shall bring you into it. God shall send you ministers who fear
neither burning nor banishment. I have offered you the Word of
salvation. In hazard of my life [ have remained among you. If you
now yourselves refuse me, [ must leave any innocence [ may have
to be declared by my God, not by myself. If you can walk contrary to
the Word [ have preached to you and things be long prosperous
with you, [ am not led by the Spirit of truth; but if unlooked-for
troubles come upon you because you have rejected His Word,
acknowledge the cause and turn to God, who is gracious and merciful.
But if you tumn not at the first warning, He will visit you with fire and
sword.” Mr. Wishart then left the pulpit and walked out of the chapel.
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At this, Robert Miln, the man who had been put up to dis-
rupting the meeting, returned to the chambers of David Beaton
and informed him that Wishart had been silenced. Beaton, who
was the local head of the state church, was greatly pleased.
Wishart’s teachings clashed violently with the doctrine of the state
church, which did more to enrich its leadership and keep control
than to reach the common people with the truth of God’s Word.
As Jesus was to the Pharisees, to these leaders the likes of men such
as George Wishart were a threat to their carefully laid web of power
and wealth in their society.

After the distupted meeting, Mr. Wishart did leave Dundee
and took the Word of God to western Scotland, where it was
warmly received. He was not far into his travels before he found
out that a plague had broken out in Dundee just four days after he
had left. An incredible number had died in the first twenty-four
hours. Though his friends he traveled with tried to talk him out of
it and forbid him from going, he made plans immediately to return
to Dundee. “They are now in trouble,” he told them, “and need
comfort. Perhaps this hand of God will make them now to magnify
and reverence the Word of God, which before they lightly esteemed.”

He was received warmly by some on his return, and the town
being shut up against the plague—no one allowed in or out from
where the sick were quarantined—he chose to preach at the east
gate of the city, the healthy on his side of the gate and the sick on
the other. “Today I will be speaking from Psalm 107:20,” he began.
“ ‘He sent His word and healed them.”” He went on to expound
upon the comfort of God’s Word, the discomfort for those who had
contempt for or rejected it, and the happiness of those whom He
takes to himself out of the misery of the world. After his sermon
the plague began to die down quickly.

When Beaton learned of Wishart’s return and how circum-
stances had increased his popularity and seemed to support his
message instead of that of the state church, he decided to seek a
more permanent solution. He appointed a priest of the church,
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John Weighton, to assassinate Mr. Wishart.

So it was that Weighton, with a dagger in hand hidden
beneath his robes, stood waiting to meet Wishart after he had fin-
ished a later sermon at the gate, hoping to end his preaching of the
Word then and there. Yet Wishart was a sharp-eyed man and saw
the gleam of the dagger as he descended from the podium. Cordially
he walked up to the priest and said, “My friend, what have you
here?” and quickly placed his hand on Weighton’s and disarmed
him of the dagger.

Weighton fell terrified on his knees before Wishart, confessed
his intentions, and pleaded for forgiveness. At the same time, those
in the crowd saw what had happened and began to throng forward
to push through the gate to apprehend the priest. “Deliver the trai-
tor to us; we will take him by force!”

At this, Wishart took Weighton in his arms and turned to the
crowd, protecting him. “Whatsoever hurts him shall hurt me; for
he hath done me no mischief, but much good, by teaching me to
be more heedful in the time to come.” Wishart’s defense of the man
settled the growing mob, and they left agreeing not to harm
Wishart's assailant.

In addition to continuing to preach, Mr. Wishart kept him-
self busy visiting the houses of those still afflicted and comforting
and encouraging them from God’s Word. Finally he took his leave
to return to Montrose when the plague had all but ended. He
preached at times there, but mostly he refreshed himself in private
meditation and prayer.

Again Beaton conspired to have Wishart murdered. He sent
a child to Wishart in Montrose with a forged letter claiming to be
from a close friend of Mr. Wishart. The letter reported that the
friend, the laird of Kennier, asked him to come as quickly as possi-
ble, as he had taken suddenly sick and wanted his friend at his side.
The boy was also supplied with a horse for Mr. Wishart to take so
that he could leave right away. Meanwhile Beaton had hired sixty
men to lie in wait for Mr. Wishart on the road to Kennier to
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ambush and kill him. The boy met Mr. Wishart standing with some
friends in town and delivered the note and the horse. After read-
ing the note, Wishart took the horse, as some of his friends col-
lected theirs, and they set out together for Kennier.

Yet not far down the road, Wishart reigned in his horse and
drew to a stop. The others with him turned to ask the cause. “I will
not go,” he told them. “I am forbidden of God; I am assured there is
treason. Let some of you go to yonder place, and tell me what you find.”

Some of his friends rode on and discovered the ambush, the
sixty men ignoring them because Wishart was not with them, and
returned to tell what they found.

Mr. Wishart had discovered earlier from the priest who had
tried to kill him that David Beaton was behind the plot, and he
knew that Beaton was likely behind this one as well. He told his
friends, “I know I shall end my life by that bloodthirsty man’s
hands, but it will not be in this manner.”

Some time later Mr. Wishart left Montrose and went to
Edinburgh in order to preach the Word of God. On the way he
stayed in the home of a faithful brother. While there, in the middle
of the night, he arose and went into the yard. His friend and another
in the house, having heard him go out, got up and followed him out of
the house to see what was happening. When they saw him in the
yard kneeling in fervent prayer, they did not disturb him but fol-
lowed and quietly watched. Then seeing him turn to go back to the
house, they made their way back to the house before him. When he
arrived they came down the stairs and asked him if all was okay,
feigning to have never left the house. Wishart gave them no answer.

The next morning they again pressed him for an explanation
and even told him that they had followed him and seen him praying.
At their continual insistence, he eventually complied. “I will tell you.
[ am assured that my warfare is near at an end, and therefore pray
to God with me, that I shrink not when the battle grows most hot.”

When Mr. Wishart arrived near Edinburgh and Beaton
discovered where he was lodged, Beaton sent men to arrest him
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and brought Wishart to trial on no less than eighteen articles of
heresy. The trial worked much to Beaton’s embarrassment, as
Wishart answered the charges with such composure, intellect, and
clear reason that all there were astonished at the man. In the end,
however, Beaton refused to acknowledge any of his arguments and
asked Wishart to recant. Wishart refused, being too enlightened by
the truth of the Gospel and fixed in,its principles to be the least
moved to turn from what he believed and preached. Beaton was
greatly pleased by Wishart’s response and sentenced him to die in
the flames at the stake.

On the morning of his execution, Wishart was dressed in a
black linen coat beneath which were tied several bags of gunpow-
der. He was then led to the stake and bound to it with a rope
around his neck and a chain around his middle. Despite this, how-
ever, Wishart still managed to fall to his knees and pray:

“O thou Savior of the world, have mercy upon me! Father of
heaven, | commend my spirit into Thy holy hands.

“I beseech thee, Father of heaven, forgive them that have,
from ignorance or an evil mind, forged lies of me. I forgive them
with all my heart. I beseech Christ to forgive them that have igno-
rantly condemned me.”

He was then fastened more firmly to the stake, and the fire
lit. It soon caught the powder beneath the coat and blew into flame
and smoke. However, Wishart remained alive.

Standing so nearby that the flames singed him at the explo-
sions of the powder, the governor of the castle, an unwilling
accomplice in this execution, asked for forgiveness for his offenses.
Wishart heartily replied, “This flame occasions to trouble my body,
indeed, but it has in no wise broken my spirit. But he who now so
proudly looks down upon me from yonder lofty place” [here he
indicated Beaton] “shall, before long, be ignominiously thrown
down, as now he proudly lounges at his ease.”

Wishart’s bravery and steadfastness also moved his execu-
tioner, the hangman, who, before the sight of Wishart’s suffering in

= =1




Not Mialn

the flames and steadfast confession of love, fell before him on his
knees and implored, “Sir, I pray you to forgive me, for I am not
guilty of your death.”

Wishart asked him to come closer and bent to kiss the man
on the cheek. “Lo, here is a token that [ forgive thee. My heart, do
your duty.”

After this, the flames subsiding, the trapdoor of the gallows was
sprung and Wishart died hanging. His body was then burned to powder.

Those who left the scene that day were all the more convinced
of his innocence because of his courage and words of forgiveness.
They left sorrowful and complaining of the injustice of the act.

Less than three months later, David Beaton was assassinated in
his bed by a group of men opposed to his cruelties. He died crying
out, “Alas! Alas! Don'’t slay me! I am a priest!” calling out for the
mercy he showed no other man. His body lay seven or more
months unburied and then was thrown in the garbage dump.

For when we brought you the Good News, it was not only

with words but also with power, for the Holy Spirit gave
you full assurance that what we said was true.

Paul

(1 Thessalonians 1:5 NLT)

But you followed my teaching, conduct, purpose, faith,
patience, love, perseverance, persecutions, and suffer-
ings, such as happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium and
at Lystra; what persecutions I endured, and out of them
all the Lord delivered me! And indeed, all who desire to
live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. But evil men
and impostors will proceed from bad to worse, deceiving
and being deceived. You, however, continue in the things
you have learned and become convinced of.
Paul
(2 Timothy 3:10-14 Nas)
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8T Am the"C_}I;ain of God"

Ignatius ]Antioch | Ce AsDe 111

Emperor Trajan, having finally settled political matters of the
empire by defeating the Scythians, Dacians, and other nations that
had threatened the borders of Rome, made the decision to conquer
in the area of religion as well, thus decreeing the third major peri-
od of Roman persecution. According to his edict, all those subject
to Roman law were required to sacrifice to the Roman gods. This
policy had been quite successful except for among the sect called
the Christians. Deciding to make an example for the others, when
he arrived at Antioch in his travels, he tried Ignatius himself before
an assembly of Ignatius’s peers and disciples in that city. Ignatius was
the leader of the church in Antioch (only the third leader of the
church after the apostle Peter) and one of the foremost Christians
alive after John’s passing.

When Ignatius was brought before him, Trajan just scowled.
“Who are you, wicked wretch, who defies and ignores our com-
mands, persuading others to do the same, even though you know
that doing so will bring you to a most miserable death?”

“No one ought to call Theophoros wicked, for there are no
evil spirits in the servants of God,” Ignatius replied. “But if you are
calling me an enemy of these spirits you worship, that | am wicked
in respect to them, then I quite agree. For inasmuch as | have
Christ the King of heaven in me, I will do everything within my
power to turn men’s hearts from their devices.”

“Who is this ‘Theophorus’?” Trajan demanded.

“Theophorus—‘God bearer.’” It is the person who has Christ
living within his heart.”

Trajan smiled at this, seeing it as a play with words and phi-
losophy, something that he enjoyed. He decided to reply in kind.
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“You claim God in your heart, but do you not see then that we have
the gods in our minds, whose help we have enjoyed in defeating
our enemies!”

“You are mistaken if you would call the demons of the
nations ‘gods.” There is only one God, the maker of heaven and
earth, and the seas, and all that is in them. He is the one, Jesus
Christ, the only begotten Son of God, whose kingdom I desire to
enjoy.”

“You mean the one who was crucified under Pontius Pilate?”

“I mean the one who was crucified for my sin, and defeated
him who was the inventor of it, and who has condemned and
emasculated all the deceit and malice of the devil under the feet of
those who carry Him in their hearts.”

Trajan wondered at this for a moment. “Then do you say that
you carry this man who was crucified inside you?”

“Truly,” Ignatius responded, “for it is written: ‘I will dwell in
them and walk in them.’”

Trajan had now tired of this game and, seeing the man res-
olute and unreasonable in his stand, pronounced the sentence:
“We find this man incurable overrun with the superstitions of the
Christians, therefore we command that Ignatius, who affirms that
he carries within himself Him who was crucified, be bound by sol-
diers and carried to the great Rome, where he will be devoured by
wild beast, for the gratification of the people of Rome.”

Yet to Trajan’s surprise, this condemnation to a painful death
did not faze the man. Instead, Ignatius looked to heaven and said,
“O Lord, I thank you that you have guaranteed to honor me with
a perfect love toward You, and have made me to be bound with
chains as the apostle Paul was.”

In the following months, Ignatius was escorted to Rome by
ten soldiers, whom he called “leopards” for the harsh way they
treated him. Yet through this, he took what time he could to
encourage the Christians he met on the journey and write to those
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he could not meet to strengthen their faith. Of these
letters, seven have been preserved: five to congregations in Asia
(modern Turkey) and Macedonia (Greece), one to the church in
Rome that he would greet upon his arrival, and one to his friend
Polycarp, who had been a disciple of the apostle John. It was said
that the name of Jesus was constantly on his lips during this time,
and he carried with him a rich and joyful expectation that he
would soon see his Lord and Savior, a desire he put above all others
in his writings. Of his journey and his desires to see Jesus, he wrote:

Through the cruelties and tortures which are daily inflicted
upon me, | am more and more exercised and instructed;
though [ do not hold to this for my salvation. O that I had
already been devoured by the beasts that await me! I hope
that before long I find them as [ have hoped, cruel enough
to destroy me quickly. But if they should hold back as they
have already spared several Christians, I will allure them so
that they will quickly come to tear me to pieces and devour
me. Forgive me for speaking like this, but I know what |
need.

Only now do I begin to be a disciple of Christ. I care for
nothing, of visible or invisible things, that the world is
amazed by. I care only that I may but win Christ. Let fire
and the cross, let the companies of wild beasts, let breaking
of bones and tearing of limbs, let the grinding of the whole
body, and all the malice of the devil, come upon me; be it
so, only may I win Christ Jesus!

[Don’t pray that I be delivered,] only pray for me, that
inward and outward strength be given to me, not only to
speak and write this, but also to perform and endure it, so
that [ may not only be called a Christian, but also be found
one in truth.
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Upon arrival in Rome, Ignatius was brought before the gov-
ernor there and imprisoned. Over the next few weeks he was sub-
jected to several tortures and trials to try to induce him to blas-
pheme the name of Jesus and sacrifice to the Roman gods. Yet
Ignatius’s faith did not weaken but grew bolder. In the end he was
brought before the Roman Senate, who condemned him to be
immediately cast to the lions.

As Ignatius stood in the center of the arena, ready to meet his
sentence, he looked up to the audience and proclaimed,

O you Romans, all of you who have come to witness with
your own eyes this combat; I want you to know that this
punishment is not because of any misdeed or crime, but
that I may come to God, for whom [ long, and for whom to
enjoy this is my insatiable desire. For I am the grain of God.
[ am ground by the teeth of the beasts, that [ may be found
a pure bread for Christ, who is to me the bread of life.

As soon as he had spoken these words, two lions were
released from their pits and charged this bishop of Antioch, and so
tore and devoured him in a matter of minutes that very little of him
was left, even of his bones.

Ignatius held the rare triple honor of being an apostle, a bish-
op, and a martyr. He had an utter fearlessness in the defense of
Christian truth and a passionate devotion to duty. He is still known
for his writings, which are included in all collections of material
from the early church fathers. The light of his example has shown
throughout the centuries.

Sometimes as Christians we forget how revolutionary what we
believe truly is. That Jesus was crucified and rose from the dead on the
third day? No other religion in the world has a founder that doesn't
have a tomb somewhere that is kept in honor of his memory. In the
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Holy Land there are a few places where it is believed Jesus may have
been buried, but no one can be sure, as they are all empty.

The idea that the God who created the universe can live within
a person’s heart is simply incredible. That we can be strengthened from
within by His Spirit and walk in the light of His advice through our
consciences is equally amazing. And to say that we have yet to under-
stand even one-millionth of what that means is an amazing under-
statement.

The adventure of being a Christian, howewer, is not so remark-
able if it is not consciously lived. Walking daily with Jesus shows. It
creates a confidence and boldness in a person that is simply supernat-
ural. But, strangely enough, it is easy enough to survive without that
in our modern world. Our bubble of cultural values protects us—for
now. Surely we can live without His presence every day because of
that. But how long will those around us “survive” if we don't live Jesus
out every day in front of them?

Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell
you, the devil will put some of you in prison to test you,
and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful,
even to the point of death, and I will give you the crown
of life. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
says to the churches. He who overcomes will not be hurt
at all by the second death.
Jesus as recorded by John
(Revelation 2:10-11 niv)
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Martyrdom is fullness, not because it finishes
a human life, but because it brings love to the
fullest point.

CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA
CHRISTIAN FATHER AND APOLOGIST
DIEDICEARD ¥ 1.5
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"I Forgive You"
Abbot Iscu Romania | Ce 1951

Abbot Iscu lay quietly awaiting death in the Tirgul-Ocna
prison as a result of the tortures he had endured at the hands of his
Communist captors. He spoke very little and looked serene as he
felt heaven draw closer. If he did speak, his words carried the
weight of eternity, and all attention in the cellblock suddenly
focused to listen to him. Yet each breath he took revealed the pain
that wracked his body.

Across from him, horrified at the sight of the abbot, lay
another prisoner near death. He was once a Communist officer,
and it was at his hands that the abbot had been tortured to the
point of death. He had been a faithful Communist, and for this he
now shared the cell of those he had been told to make “recant the
Christian superstition” for the sake of the party. As a result of
something none of the other prisoners ever learned, he had been
imprisoned as well and tortured by his own comrades.

Though he, too, was at the point of death, he could find no
peace in death. He awoke in the middle of the night in a heavy
sweat and grabbed the arm of the person nearest him. He knew
most in that cellblock were Christians, so he begged prayer. “I have
committed horrible crimes. I can find no rest. Help me, please.”

Because of the damp cold and never really knowing when it
was day or night, many in the cell were still awake. At the
Communist torturer’s words, Abbott Iscu motioned for two other
believers to come and help him. With their help, he was lifted from
his bed and brought over to the officer, where he was set down on
his bedside. The abbot reached out and laid a comforting hand on
his torturer’s head. “You were young and did not know what you
were doing. | forgive you and love you, as do all the other
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Christians you mistreated. And if we sinners who have been saved
by Jesus can love like this, how much more is He himself ready to
erase all the evil you have done, to cleanse you fully. Only repent.”

So in that common cell, others heard the confession of a
murderer to one of the men he had murdered. They also heard the
murdered absolving his murderer. They embraced at the end of
their prayers and gave each other a holy kiss, as was the custom of
Christians in Jesus’ time as well as behind the Iron Curtain.

They both died that night and must have entered heaven
together. It was Christmas Eve.

There is truly no more revolutionary action than to love those
who have persecuted you and forgive them.

But I tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, do good
to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, and
pray for those who mistreat you. If anyone hits you on one
cheek, let him hit the other one too; if someone takes your
coat, let him have your shirt as well. Give to everyone
who asks you for something, and when someone takes
what is yours, do not ask for it back. Do for others just
what you want them to do for you....
Love your enemies and do good to them; lend and expect
nothing back. You will then have a great reward, and you
will be children of the Most High God. For he is good to
the ungrateful and the wicked. Be merciful just as your
Father is merciful.
Do not judge others, and God will not judge you; do not
condemn others, and God will not condemn you; forgive
others, and God will forgive you.
Jesus
(Luke 6:27-31, 35-37 TEV)
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"Now I Will Be I'ree"

Ptolemaeus and Lucius ‘ Rome ’ Ce AeDe 150

“This is the man!”

The guards brought Ptolemaeus before the city prefect,
Urbicus. He had been accused of being a Christian by a man whose
wife was trying to divorce him. He had earlier reported that his
wife had become a Christian, and when he tried to force her to
continue in the wild and decadent life they had been living togeth-
er before her conversion, she served him a bill of divorce, as was
legal in the Roman Empire. She would not live that lifestyle with
him anymore and was afraid he would hurt her if she stayed with
him. However, his accusation had come to nothing, as Emperor
Pius had granted her protection from a trial until she put her
household affairs in order.

So, since he could not see his wife tortured and killed, he
would see her teacher suffer.

Urbicus looked at the old man. “Sir, I have but one question
for you: Are you a Christian?”

Ptolemaeus, whose reputation was as a man who loved truth
above all else, answered simply, “Yes.”

“Guards! Take him away and execute him!”

“Your honor!” Another man stepped forward from those pres-
ent at the trial. His name was Lucius. “What are the charges? This
man is not a criminal! He is not an adulterer or a fornicator, nor is
he a murderer, thief, or robber. He has broken no other civil laws
either. All he has said is that he is a Christian. Such a sentence of
death for such an honorable thing will not bring honor to yourself,
Prefect Urbicus, nor to Emperor Pius, nor to the emperor’s son, the
philosopher, nor to the sacred senate.”

Urbicus looked at Lucius questioningly. “It seems to me that
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you must be a Christian as well.”

Again the answer was simply, “Yes.”

“Good! Then the old man will not die alone. Guards! Take
this one too!”

Urbicus expected Lucius to try to flee, but he simply bowed
his head in respect and said, “My lord, I am grateful. No longer will
[ have to live among such unjust and evil rulers. I will happily go
live with the Father and King of heaven.”

At Lucius’s proclamation, another stepped forward and
declared himself a Christian, that he might share their punish-
ment—but more important, their reward.

Being “eternity minded” is one thing that those who are so will-
ing to give their lives for Jesus have that others seem to lack. Their per-
spective looks something like this: “So, ten thousand years from now,
when [ am just settling into heaven, will I remember the things I do
today with satisfaction or shame?”

Though they are heavenly minded, they are not so wrapped up
in thinking about heaven that they are content to just wait life out on
earth in their impatience to get there, nor are they so excited about the
Rapture coming that all they do is study end-times prophecies to the
exclusion of almost all else. They want to do things in this life that will
make a difference for heaven, and they want to make that difference
every day.

What is life on earth really worth compared to an eternity in
heaven? Isn't it worth living in a little discomfort or inconvenience here
to make a difference for our eternity there?

Our lives are at constant risk for Jesus’ sake, which
makes Jesus’ life all the more evident in us. While we’re
going through the worst, you’re getting in on the best!

We’re not keeping this quiet, not on your life. Just like
the psalmist who wrote, “I believed it, so I said it,” we
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say what we believe. And what we believe is that the One
who raised up the Master Jesus will just as certainly
raise us up with you, alive. Every detail works to your
advantage and to God’s glory: more and more grace, more
and more people, more and more praise!
So we’re not giving up. How could we! Even though on
the outside it often looks like things are falling apart on
us, on the inside, where God is making new life, not a day
goes by without his unfolding grace. These hard times are
small potatoes compared to the coming good times, the
lavish celebration prepared for us. There’s far more here
than meets the eye. The things we see now are here
today, gone tomorrow. But the things we can’t see now
will last forever.
Paul
(2 Corinthians 4:11-18 THE MESSAGE)

God, I pray Thee, light these idle sticks of my life, that I

may burn for Thee. Consume my life, my God, for it is

Thine. I seek not a long life, but a full one, like You, Lord
Jesus.

Jim Elliot

Speared by headhunters in Ecuador

while serving as a missionary

1956
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"Confession Is lMade
Unto Salvation"

Wendelinuta | Netherlands | c. 1540

Wendelinuta, a pious widow, had already been through sev-
eral trials in which she had refused to recant her beliefs. As a result,
she was confined to a dungeon where one last attempt was made.
A friend of hers was asked to go to her in her cell and convince her
to turn from what she believed.

After a great amount of discussion, Wendelinuta was no clos-
er to recanting than when they had begun. At this, the friend
struck on an idea: Perhaps if she was unwilling to change her con-
victions, at least she might be quiet about them! “Dear
Wendelinuta, if you will not embrace our faith, at least keep the
things which you profess secret within your own bosom, and strive
to prolong your life.”

But Wendelinuta could no more be quiet about her Lord than
she could turn on Him. “Madam, you don’t know what you are ask-
ing; for with the heart we believe to righteousness, but with the
tongue confession is made unto salvation.”

Thus her friend left defeated. Wendelinuta’s home and goods
were confiscated, and she was sentenced to die at the stake.

At her execution, her friend stepped forward and asked for
the mercy that Wendelinuta might be strangled rather than sub-
jected to the flames. Those in charge agreed, and Wendelinuta was
executed in this manner instead.

ooy

Wendelinuta believed that the proof of her salvation was what
came out of her mouth every day. What do you see as the proof of your
salvation?
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If you confess that Jesus is Lord and believe that God

raised him from death, you will be saved. For it is by our

faith that we are put right with God; it is by our confes-
sion that we are saved.

Paul

(Romans 10:9-10 Tev)

Every one therefore who shall confess Me before men, I
will also confess him before My Father who is in heaven.
But whoever shall deny Me before men, I will also deny
him before My Father who is in heaven.
Jesus
(Matthew 10:32—-33 NAS)
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What encourages us to preach the gospel in captive nations
is that there those who become Christians are full of love
and zeal. I have never met one single lukewarm Russian

Christian. Former young Communists and Muslims
become exceptional disciples of Christ....
Whoewver has known the spiritual beauty of the
underground church cannot be satisfied anymore with the
emptiness of some Western churches....

One out of every five people in the world live in
Communist China, where thousands of lay Christians
evangelize without “permission.”

Persecution has always produced a better Christian—

a witnessing Christian, a soul-winning Christian.
Communist persecution has backfired and produced serious,
dedicated Christians such as are rarely seen in free lands.
These people cannot understand how anyone can be a
Christian and not want to win every soul they meet....
These millions of dedicated, true and fervent believers in the
lay church have been purified by the very fires of persecu-
tion which the Communists hoped would destroy them....
In a letter smuggled out secretly, the underground church
said, “We don’t pray to be better Christians, but that we
may be the only kind of Christians God means us to be:
Christlike Christians, that is, Christians who bear willingly
the cross for God’s glory.”

RICHARD WURMBRAND
FOUNDER OF THE VOICE OF THE MARTYRS
SPENT FOURTEEN YEARS IN A COMMUNIST PRISON
ROMANIA
1940s, '50s, AND '60s
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A Hopeless Cause
Sharbil | Edessa, Parthia (Urfa, Turkey) |c. a.p. 113

When word reached Edessa that Emperor Trajan had com-
manded that all Roman citizens should sacrifice to the gods or face
cruel torture and possibly death if they continued to disobey, a
great feast was organized to all the gods. All of them were thus
brought together at the great altar in the center of town and lav-
ishly decorated. Their priests came forward and offered incense and
animal sacrifices before their gods. Among these priests, none was
given more respect or held in higher regard than Sharbil, the chief
and ruler of all the priests. Sharbil was dressed in magnificent robes
that day and wore a headpiece embossed with figures of gold. He
was the one to go before the gods for the king, or whomever’s price
was right, to receive word from these gods and return the answer to
everyone who asked of him. For this he was given a great place of
honor and power in Edessa.

As these festivities were taking place, Barsamya, the pastor of
the church in Edessa, along with Tiridath, an elder, and Shalula, a
deacon of the church, found a private place to confront Sharbil
with the evil of what was being done before them.

The King of heaven and earth, Jesus Christ, will one day
demand an account of your part in all of these activities
that lead people to the sin of idols that are made by men.
You have used these carved stones to deceive and control
them and pull them away from the God of Truth. Neither
do you have any pity on your own soul which is destitute of
the true life of God. You lie to everyone telling them that
these dumb statues speak to you!

You must stop this damning foolishness and come to the
Truth! Abandon these idols made by men and worship the
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God who is the Maker of all things and His Son
Jesus Christ.

Though many would have turned away at this, Sharbil lis-
tened without making a sound. Barsamya could tell that his words
were penetrating the priest’s own emptiness and shame and reveal-
ing a heart that was hungry for God. Encouraged by this, Barsamya
plunged into the Gospel story and told Sharbil of all the things
Christ had done for him and the salvation that was available
through no other name than that of Jesus. When he had finished,
Sharbil lowered his head and replied,

Oh, that I could so easily accept your words! But look at
what [ am! [ am an outcast from all of these things you have
said—there is no salvation for the likes of someone like me.
Why do you waste your time on one for whom there is no
hope, a man that is already dead and buried, whose life has
long passed and cannot be resuscitated? Throughout my life
I have given myself to these gods, and they have slain me
as sure as any sacrifice to them. I am the property of the evil
one. What is left for me but sacrificing to and existing by
the lie of these fake gods?

When Barsamya heard these words, he fell down at Sharbil’s
feet. He looked up to him and said,

In Jesus Christ there is hope for any who will turn and heal-
ing for those that are wounded. Look at me! I will make
myself the guarantee of .the abundant mercies of the Son
Christ. He will forgive all the sin that you have committed
against Him, just as he forgave all my sin. He will not with-
hold His grace from any who will truly turn to His ways and
take refuge in His love that He displayed by dying on the



cross for all of us. As he did with the thief who was cruci-
fied next to Him, so he will do to you or any like you, if

only you truly turn to Him.
Sharbil then reached down and lifted Barsamya back to his feet.

You are like one of those skillful doctors who feel the pain
of their patients and know they are in need of treatment. |
would go with you to the church today, except for this fes-
tival. I must see it to its end. Go now, but tomorrow night
I will come to you and turn away from these gods made
with hands and confess that the Christ is my Lord and
Savior, the Maker of all.
132

And the next night Sharbil and his sister, Babai, came to
Barsamya and were received by the whole church as fellow heirs in
Christ.

The next day, Sharbil left his rich robes and put on the
clothes of a commoner, such as the other Christians wore. He
determined that he would spend the rest of his life undoing the evil
he had done for the false gods by repenting of his former life before
all and turning their hearts toward the One True God. He went
through the streets greeting everyone:

May the Son, Jesus Christ, forgive me of all the sins I have
committed against you. I made you think the gods could
talk to me and that they were real, but I am here to tell you
now that they did not talk to me. As I was a cause for
abomination and evil in your life before, now [ want to be
a cause for good: Don'’t go to the pagan temples to worship
gods that were made with hands and men’s lies anymore,
but turn instead and worship God the Maker of all things.
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When the crowds had heard these things, many of the most
powerful and influential people in the city, a crowd of nearly seven
hundred, walked with him. They told Sharbil, “From now on, we
will turn from these false gods as you have and we confess the King
Christ, as you have done.”

Because of the revival of the church in Edessa that sprang
from this, it was not long before Sharbil was brought before the
Roman authorities. They put the questions to him plainly,
demanding that he sacrifice to the gods as he had done before, or
suffer the consequences of Emperor Trajan’s decree. Though ques-
tioned many times and put through many tortures, Sharbil refused
to deny King Christ. Over the following weeks, Sharbil was
scourged by ten men, hung from his wrist until it dislocated, torn
with comblike instruments on his side and face, scourged again on
his stomach instead of his back, his face and sides burned with
flames from candles, nails driven in between his eyes, hung by his
feet and whipped again, his fingers crushed between pieces of
wood, cooked over a fire on a large piece of metal, his bones
crushed between vices, and many other tortures until he was so
torn and mutilated that there was not a place of his body left
intact. Yet through all of this, he returned before the judge again
and again and eloquently defended the Christian faith.

It had been the judge’s intention to keep him alive and never
kill him, but in the end Sharbil’s endurance had outlasted the cru-
elty and determination of his judge. Seeing nothing left of Sharbil’s
body to torture, so disfigured was he, the judge ordered him
beheaded with a sword.

KPR )

What must have gone through Barsamya’s mind when God told
him to go and confront Sharbil with the Truth? Who in the city could
have been considered a more hopeless cause for the Gospel? And yet,
when Barsamya obeyed, the light of God’s Word poured in and
changed Sharbil’s heart so that it could never go back, no matter what.

e
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Barsamya must have gone to Sharbil almost certain that the outcome
would be his own death, but in his obedience that did not love his own
life more than doing God’s will, this “hopeless cause” became the cen-
ter of a revival.

When my mind was blinded by all these idols had to offer,
I worshipped that which I didn’t understand; but today,
since the eyes of my mind are now clear, it is no longer
possible that I should bow again to carved stones, or that
I should any longer cause others to stumble before these
dead statues. For how outrageous is it for someone who
walks by the light of day with his eyes wide open to stum-
ble into what is so obviously the pit of destruction?

‘Sharbil
Before the judge

I ask—ask the God of our Master, Jesus Christ, the God

of glory—to make you intelligent and discerning in know-

ing him personally, your eyes focused and clear, so that

you can see exactly what it is he is calling you to do, grasp

the immensity of this glorious way of life he has for

Christians, oh, the utter extravagance of his work in us
who trust him—endless energy, boundless strength!

Paul

Another man who had been a “hopeless cause”

(Ephesians 1:17-19 THE MESSAGE)
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The true Christian is like sandalwood, which imparts
its fragrance to the ax which cuts it, without doing any

harm in return.

SUNDAR SINGH
DISAPPEARED TAKING THE GOSPEL TO TIBET
1929

A flower, if you bruise it under your feet, rewards you
by giving you its perfume. Likewise Christians,
tortured by the Communists, rewarded their torturers
by love. We brought many of our jailers to Christ.
And we are dominated by one desire: to give
Communists who have made us suffer the best we
have, the salvation which comes from

our Lord Jesus Christ.

RICHARD WURMBRAND
FOUNDER OF THE VOICE OF THE MARTYRS
SPENT FOURTEEN YEARS IN A COMMUNIST PRISON
ROMANIA
1940s, '508, AND '60s
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"I Am Tied by the Scriptures":

Kartin Luther | Germany | 1483-1546

Around 1501 two bright law students were walking through
a field in Germany, perhaps discussing the great careers and for-
tunes that lay ahead of them as lawyers. The dark clouds that had
gathered overhead only made them hasten their pace a little, but
they were not concerned about the gathering storm. The last thing
they remembered of their walk was the white flash.

When one of them awoke, he was dazed for a moment and
then realized what had happened. He had been struck by lightning!
Amazed that he had survived, he turned to his friend to wonder at
their luck, but his friend was not as fortunate—he was dead.

Devastated by this event, Martin Luther dropped out of law
school without telling anyone why and joined the hermitage of St.
Augustine, hoping he would find an answer there to why his life
had been spared when he should have died with his friend.

As he was always a student, it was not long before Martin
Luther had read the writings of St. Augustine and others who left
their writings in the library of the hermitage. One day while look-
ing for something else to read in the library, he happened upon a
Latin Bible, which he had never seen before. He devoured the con-
tents of the Bible quickly over the following weeks and was sur-
prised at how little the church of his day had to do with what was
written in it.

Thus he felt the call to the ministry and became a priest. His
scholarship in the Bible and knowledge of the Christian fathers
became so well known that he was invited to become a teacher at
the newly forming University of Wittenberg sometime in 1508.

Though the university had wanted Luther for his reputation

and standing to give credibility to their faculty, Luther was more
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interested in continuing to learn himself. He had lengthy discus-
sions with another more experienced Augustine monk there,
whom Luther greatly respected. They talked about various subjects
in their time together, but again and again their discussions
returned to the topic of the forgiveness of sins. At that time the
established church taught that only through a priest could one’s
sins be forgiven, and often there were certain works or payments
that had to accompany that. But Luther’s friend pointed him to the
writings of St. Bernard for a response to this: “This is the testimo-
ny that the Holy Ghost gives you in your heart, saying, your sins
are forgiven. For this is the opinion of the apostle, that man is
freely justified by faith.”

We are justified by faith. The thought seemed to take posses-
sion of Luther’s mind as he began to see it everywhere in things he
read, especially in the letters of Paul to the church. This stayed
with him for some time as he saw more and more that the practices
of the state church seemed to have very little to do with faith in
Jesus Christ and everything to do with obtaining more power and
wealth. He especially saw this when he went to the Church in
Rome to represent his university in debating an issue there before
the church leadership.

Upon returning from this trip to Germany, Luther was made
a doctor of divinity and started teaching directly from the Bible
rather than from other texts, especially the books of Romans and
Psalms. His words were so different from what any of the other
teachers were teaching that “there seemed, after a long and dark
night, a new day to arise, in the judgment of all pious and prudent
men.” He pointed to Jesus as the only remitter of sins and taught
that people should gratefully embrace this free gift and not despise
what it cost Jesus on the cross to win it. If people would truly come
to Jesus and ask Him to forgive their sins, then there would be such
a change that all around should notice.

The more he taught this, the more he felt his own heart
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change and the hungrier he got for God’s Word. He soon began
studying Greek and Hebrew so that he could read the scriptures in
their original forms.

In 1513 the church in Rome made a tremendous push to fin-
ish a new cathedral and needed money badly for the project. In
order to raise the necessary funds, the churches throughout Europe
began selling indulgences—documents absolving people of sin that
were sold like lottery tickets. People began buying these for sins
they were planning to commit later! Luther was outraged at this
direct contradiction to the Word of God.

Thus on the eve of All Saints’ Day in 1517, Martin Luther
quietly nailed a notice to the chapel door of the church next to the
castle in Wittenberg. In it he cited ninety-five statements of faith
that he had taken directly from the Bible, all of which condemned
the current hypocrisy of the church leadership and doctrines they
were pushing.

Yet rather than seeing the reason in Luther’s statements and
accepting the correction of Scripture, the church leadership saw
this as a threat to their lifestyles and authority. Fearing what oth-
ers would think more than they feared God, they began to seek a
way to silence Luther, even if it meant killing him.

Traps were set for Luther on several occasions, but somehow
he walked into them to preach the Truth from the Scriptures and
then out again without harm. On one such occasion in 1521, he
was called to Worms in France to debate his teachings. Many
warned him that it was a trap, but he responded, “Since they have
asked me to come, I have decided to go in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ; even though I know there are as many devils to resist
me as there are tiles to cover the houses in Worms.”

Yet rather than a debate, he had come to a trial to find him
guilty of heresy. All of his work was called into question. The ulti-
matum was set before him: “It is now time to answer the Holy
Roman Emperor’s demand. Will you stand by all you have written
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in your books, or admit and reject the parts of them that do not
agree with the teachings of the state church?”

Luther answered without raising his voice, but he spoke with
conviction and sincerity. “His honor the emperor and you judges
here have asked for a plain answer, so [ will say this as frankly as
can, without trying to be clever or insincere. If I were not already
convinced that what | read in the Scriptures is truth—for no
church leader, council, king, or emperor, all of whom are fallible
men, can tell me otherwise—I would gladly renounce my writings.
But my conscience is bound and held captive by these Scriptures
and the Word of God, so I may not take back anything I have said
before, especially considering that it is not godly or lawful to go
against my conscience. I will stand by this, I cannot do otherwise.
I have nothing else to say. God have mercy upon me!”

But the prince and the judges present were not satisfied with
this answer. “You are required by the emperor to give a simple yes
or no answer. Do you say that your works are truly Christian or
not?”

“You have given me nothing to show that | am wrong; there-
fore, I am tied by the Scriptures.”

Luther was dismissed and in the coming hours he was
expelled from the established church and labeled a heretic.
However, when they sought to imprison him, he was nowhere to be
found.

Luther returned to Germany and went into hiding for some
months. As always, though, he could never be idle in proclaiming
the Truth, so he used the time to translate the Bible into German.
He later returned to Wittenberg and began publishing books and
essays against the false doctrines the church had been teaching and
printed his translation of the Bible so that others could read and
understand the Scriptures for themselves. Where the established
church leaders probably would have had him executed or assassi-
nated in better times, their own lusts had thrown them into a

Eo— |
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power struggle with the Holy Roman Empire, and many of them
were imprisoned themselves. Because of this distraction, Luther’s
writings flourished and were widely distributed.

In 1527, Luther suffered from a heart attack that nearly killed
him. In the coming years he spoke less and less in public as his
health deteriorated. Yet his mark had been made and the question
of final authority over Truth was out in the open for all to consid-
er—would the Christian faith be governed by the Word of God or
fallible men? Though the question still rages today in many ways,
if it had not been for the stand of such people as Martin Luther, it
would not be a question we would have the right to decide by the
dictates of our own consciences and our own reading of God’s
Word.

In 1546 Martin Luther died peacefully at the age of sixty-
three, with the final words on his lips being: “I commend my spir-
it into Your hands, because You have redeemed me, O God of
Truth! ‘God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have
life everlasting.””

True revolutionaries must have a love for the Truth that does not
settle for what someone else says or believes. They will dig and ques-
tion and read and study until they find the smallest vein of truth, and
then they will mine that until they find more. They are not satisfied
until they have something they can hold on to solidly, and then they
will be open to the possibility that even that is probably incomplete, and
keep looking. Meanwhile they do not preach their opinions and con-
victions as a reason to put others down, nor do they judge others
because they fit a different mold. They stand, humbly, and say, “As
far as I can tell, this is the truth. I am open to discussing it and being
convinced otherwise, but if you've got nothing better to offer me, then
I am going to hold to what I believe—I will stand by this, I cannot do
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otherwise.” Then see if what is really important doesn’t come to the
forefront and begin to set people free from the constraints that are
keeping them from God.

This is what Luther did at Worms. He didn’t waste time bicker-
ing about meaningless opinions. He held to a crucial question about
Truth, and that got a lot of people thinking. Once they started think-
ing and asking the right questions and sincerely looking for Truth, God
was able to reveal himself to them.

Warn them before God against pious nitpicking, which
chips away at the faith. It just wears everyone out.
Concentrate on doing your best for God, work you won’t
be ashamed of, laying out the truth plain and simple.
Stay clear of pious talk that is only talk. Words are not
mere words, you know. If they’re not backed by a godly
life, they accumulate as poison in the soul.
Paul
(2 Timothy 2:14—16 THE MESSAGE)
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Through careful study, Faninus became convinced of certain

errors in the teachings of the established church. As he began to
share these with others, hoping for a revival to the truth of God’s
laws, he was arrested and cast into prison.

He was urged by family and friends who visited to recant from
his new beliefs and accept the authority of the established church.
In the presence of his wife and children, he recanted what he had
been teaching and was released.

Then, however, he found the chains of guilt far heavier than
those of the prison. His conscience gave him no rest, and he
repented of his rejection of the Truth and began again to win con-
verts to the truths he had discovered in his studies, announcing to
all that the church had adopted error as doctrine, and he would not
live by or keep silent about such lies. His endeavors brought many
to a closer walk with Jesus.

Again, when his evangelism was learned of, he was impris-
oned and asked to recant his teachings or suffer the consequences.
“I scorn living a life in denial of truth,” he told his captors. “I will
not renounce my beliefs again, no matter what you threaten.”

Knowing what had caused his first surrender to them, his
accuser then asked him, “Do you intend then to leave your wife
and children in the distress of having no caretaker?”

“I shall not leave them in distress,” he replied. “I have rec-
ommended them to the care of an excellent trustee.”

“A trustee! What trustee?” the accuser asked with some sur-
prise.

“Jesus Christ is the trustee I mean, and I don’t think I could
commit them to the care of a better one.” After this response,
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Faninus was sentenced to execution.

On the day his sentence was to be carried out, one of his jail-
ers commented, “It is strange you should appear so merry upon such
an occasion, when Jesus Christ himself, just before His death, was
in such agonies that he sweated blood and water.”

“Christ sustained all manner of pains and conflicts,” Faninus
replied, “facing hell and death for our sins. Through His suffering,
He freed those who believe in Him from the fear of facing their suf-
ferings ourselves.”

After this, Faninus was strangled to death, his corpse burned
to ashes and then scattered to the wind.

ST o
If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to for-
give us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrigh- 143
teousness.
John
(1 John 1:9 Nas)

So, dear brothers and sisters, work hard to prove that you

really are among those God has called and chosen. Doing

this, you will never stumble or fall away. And God will

open wide the gates of heaven for you to enter into the
eternal Kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Peter

(2 Peter 1:10-11 NLT)



“Simon, son of Jonas,
do you love me more than these?”
Peter looked at Jesus.

“Yes, Lord,” he answered. “You know I love you.”
“Then feed my lambs.” Then he looked at Peter
again. “Simon, son of Jonas, do you love me?”

Peter was perplexed.
“Yes, Lord, you know I love you.”
“Feed my sheep.” Then, with hardly a break, Christ
s gsked again, “Simon, son of Jonas, do you love me?”
Peter was grieved.

Three times he had denied Christ; now three times

Jesus questioned his love. He responded slowly this

time, as if weighing the significance of each word in

his heart, “Lord, you know all things.
You know that I love you.”

“Feed my sheep,” Jesus answered. Then He added,
“When you were young, you dressed yourself and
went wherever you wanted; but when you are old,
another will dress you and take you where you don’t
want to go.” Then Jesus said, “Follow me.”

JESUS AND PETER
(JOHN 21:15-19, PARAPHRASED)
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Bible Smugglers Romania/ Late
Ukrainian Border 1940s

In post—World War Two Eastern Europe, Bibles were consid-
ered as dangerous as guns for the countries controlled by the Soviet
Union. Either was always immediately confiscated, and the bearer
instantly imprisoned as a subversive. For this reason, the borders
between the Soviet Socialist Republics were ardently guarded
against any contraband that might come in from the freer—for the
time being—Eastern Block countries that the Soviet Union had
been awarded control over after helping to defeat the Nazis and to
prevent any who might want to escape through the Eastern Block
to Western Europe.

This cold winter night was no exception. Though the tem-
perature was well below freezing, and several inches of new snow
blanketed the hills, the Soviet guards were patrolling their usual
routes. The sky was cloudy and there was no moon to be seen, so
the soldiers traipsed through the snow with their flashlights shin-
ing in every direction.

Suddenly a whistle broke the silence of the night, and a flare
shot into the sky. From all over, the sounds of dogs and shouting
converged on the spot where the signal had been given. When the
others arrived the guard merely pointed to the snow. Four sets of
footprints were making their way toward Romania! The guards
rushed down the path hoping to catch the fugitives before they
crossed the border.

Some hours later the leader of the four Romanian Christians
finished the story to the small congregation of the Ukrainian
underground church with a laugh as they all held the Bibles he had
given them in their hands. “Yes, comrades,” he said affectionately,
using the word with a deeper meaning than any Communist Party
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member had ever used it, “we stood there like statues, frozen at the
sound. Then slowly, the noises grew more and more distant. And
with our backs to the Ukraine, we continued walking backward
through the snow, leaving footprints as if they were headed for
Romania!” They all laughed at this with tears in their eyes, hug-
ging their new Bibles with both arms.

The power of God’s Word and the price that has been paid that
we might have it can never be underestimated. In some countries today
owning an entire Bible of one’s own seems a dream beyond possibility.
It is not uncommon that even an entire fellowship would not have an
entire Bible among them. They might just have a few books, or even a
single page to share. This they trade off to take home and study for a
time, until it is someone else’s turn to have the Scriptures.

And for this short time that they have His Word, they are in
more danger than ever. If they are caught with it, they could be impris-
oned or killed. Yet they gladly risk everything to read the letters God
has written to them. The price of persecution is not too much to pay
for the sake of knowing Jesus better.

If you are not willing to die for what is in the Bible, you

should not give money for Bibles. Because if you give, we

will smuggle more Bibles. And if we smuggle more Bibles,
there will be more martyrs.

Richard Wurmbrand

Founder of The Voice of the Martyrs

Spent fourteen years in a Communist prison

Romania

1940s, ’50s, and ’60s
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‘ "The larriage of the Lamb |,
‘ ' Is Comel"

| James Renwick ‘ Edinburgh, Scotland ‘ 1688 .

As James Renwick sat at dinner with his mother, sisters, and
some Christian friends, a drumbeat sounded in the distance. This q
was the first warning to the city that the executioners were ready
and it was time to gather in the Grassmarket.

At this sound, James leaped to his feet. “Let us be glad and
rejoice! For the marriage of the lamb is come!” James then took the
opportunity to give a short message on the marriage supper of the

| lamb, which he would partake of that day. Then he invited them 147

all to come to his wedding, meaning his execution that was to take
place in a short time.

The drum had continued to beat all the while and continued
as James made his way up the scaffold to the hangman. When he
reached the top, he turned and lifted his voice so that all within ‘
earshot could hear:

Spectators, | must tell you [ am come here this day to lay
down my life for adhering to the truths of Christ, for which
[ am neither afraid nor ashamed to suffer. No, [ bless the ‘
Lord that ever He counted me worthy to suffer anything for

Him; and [ desire to praise His grace that He has not only ‘
kept me free from being polluted by sin in the time I have
lived and in the time [ was a child, and such that I was
stained with, He washed me clean in His own blood....

[ think the truth is worth many lives, and if [ had ten thou-
sand [ would think it little enough to lay them all down to 1
preserve it....

[ join my testimony with all those that have been sealed by
blood, shed either on the scaffolds, fields, or seas, for the '

cause of Christ.
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One of the guards stepped forward to silence him, but James
merely turned to him politely with a winning grin and said, “I am
near done.” Then he continued,

You that are the people of God, do not grow weary in main-
taining the testimony of the day, in your stations and
places; and whatever you do, make certain you have a part
in Christ, for the storm is coming that will shake the very
foundations of your faith. Scotland must be rid of Scotland
before delivery will come. And you that are strangers to
God, break off from your sins by repenting, or else even |
will be a witness against you on the day of the Lord.

At this, they stopped him and stepped him back to put the
noose around his neck; all the while he sang a song from Psalm 103
and quoted from Revelation 19. Then he prayed,

God, I die in faith that you will not leave Scotland, but
that you will make the blood of my witness the seed of your
church here, and return again, and be glorious in our land.
And now, Lord, [ am ready—"“the bride, the lamb’s wife,
has made herself ready.”

The executioner stepped forward and placed the hood over
his face, but still he would not stop trying to encourage those
around him. Though he could not see him, he turned to the friend
who had attended him and said,

Farewell. Be diligent in your duty. Make your peace with
God, through Christ. There is a great trial coming. As to
those remaining behind me, [ have committed them to
God. Tell them from me not to weary, nor to be discouraged
in maintaining the testimony of the truth. Let them not
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quit nor forgo one of these despised truths. Keep your
ground, and the Lord will provide teachers and ministers,
and when He comes, He will make these despised truths
glorious upon the earth.

Then, as they dropped the ladder to make the rope go taut,
he died with these words on his lips: “Lord, into your hands I com-
mit my spirit, for you have redeemed me, Lord God of truth.”

“Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for
the marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has
made herself ready.”
And it was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen,
bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of 149
the saints.
And he said to me, “Write, ‘Blessed are those who are
invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.” ”
Recorded by John
(Revelation 19:7-9 Nas)
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A Spectacle to the World

Gasper Kaplitz | Bohemia | 11d-1400s

As the eighty-six-year-old nobleman approached the plat-
form where he was to be beheaded, he said, “Behold a miserable
ancient man who has often begged God to take him out of this
wicked world, but has not been able until now to receive his desire;
for God reserved me till these latter years to be a spectacle to the
world and a sacrifice to himself. Therefore God’s will be done.”

Considering his age, one of the officers overseeing the exe-
cution told him that he would be immediately released if he would
ask for pardon.

“Ask pardon!” he answered. “I will ask pardon from God,
whom I have often offended, but none of the emperor, whom I
have never offended. No, | will die innocent with a clear con-
science. [ would not be separated from my noble companions in the
faith.”

Having said his piece, he cheerfully laid his neck upon
the block.

If you belonged to the world, its people would love you.
But you don’t belong to the world. I have chosen you to
leave the world behind, and that is why its people hate
you.

Jesus

(John 15:19 cev)

They did not receive the things God had promised, but
from a long way off they saw them and welcomed them,
and admitted openly that they were foreigners and
refugees on earth. Those who say such things make it
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clear that they are looking for a country of their own....
Instead, it was a better country they longed for, the
heavenly country. And so God is not ashamed for them
to call him their God, because he has prepared a city *

for them.
|
|

(Hebrews 11:13-14, 16 TEV)
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The times make demands on you in the same
way a sailor requires wind and as one tossed by the
sea requires a safe harbor. Be vigilant as God’s
athlete. Stand firm like an anwil under the blow
of the hammer. It is the part of the great
athlete to receive blows and to conquer.

Be yet more diligent than you are.

Learn to know the times.

IGNATIUS
IN A LETTER TO POLYCARP WRITTEN ON THE WAY TO
ROME, WHERE HE WAS TO BE EXECUTED
@ ACD. FER
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"The Only Gold I Have to Offer" i
Alphege | England | 1012

Alphege was born into a wealthy family and at a young age 1
gave himself to God. Fearing the entrapments of materialism he
saw in the society of his parents, Alphege renounced the world and
served in a monastery, to the great sorrow of his mother. However, ‘
he remained dutiful and respectful to his parents through this time
until his desires for knowing God more perfectly pushed him to
join the abbey of Bath, find a deserted cell there, and shut himself
up determined to know all God had for him. As his dedication and
humility became known, many of those in the abbey as well as out- 153
side came to him for instruction and guidance, and, at thirty-one
years of age, Alphege was asked to take over the leadership of the ‘
abbey.

That same year, however, Alphege was asked to take over the
leadership of the church in Winchester. Seeing that he could do |
more for the community as a bishop than as the leader of a |
monastery, Alphege went dutifully. During his twenty years there,
the charity of the church he ran was so great that there were no ‘
beggars to be found anywhere in the district of Winchester.

These were still violent times for England, and they were sub-
jected to frequent raids from the Danes. In his tenth year in
Winchester, King Ethelred the Unready asked Alphege to mediate
with the invaders. Yet instead of a political mission, Alphege saw
it as a ministry task. Through his negotiations, the Danish chief-
tain Anlaf gave his life to Christ. A tribute was arranged to be paid
to Anlaf and another chieftain, Swein, and Anlaf vowed to never
lead his troops against Britain again.

In 1005, Alphege was asked to take over the leadership in the |
district of Canterbury. In his humility, Alphege thought the task of
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the management of so large a responsibility beyond himself, but
in the end was convinced to accept the post.

Though Anlaf kept his promise to never war on Britain
again, other Danes were wreaking havoc in their raids. Alphege
saw that the church did what it could to aid those devastated by
these attacks.

In 1011, when Canterbury was threatened with invasion by
the Danes, the nobles in the area urged Alphege to seek safety else-
where, but he said he would not be a hireling that deserted his
flock in times of danger. During the siege he made repeated appeals
to the Danes to spare the innocent while preparing his congrega-
tion against the worst, both physically and spiritually. Constant
prayer went up for divine protection.

When at last the Danes broke through the city gates, they
massacred all in their path regardless of age or gender. Upon hear-
ing of this, Alphege, who at the time was in the church with the
monks, rushed out of the church, ignoring the monks’ protests, and
rushed to where the fighting was the heaviest, making it miraculous-
ly through the Danish troops toward their leaders.

“Spare these innocents!” he implored them as he went.
“There is no glory in spilling their blood! If you must, turn your
anger against me instead. | am the one who has rebuked you for
your cruelties; it is I who has fed, clothed, and ransomed your cap-
tives.”

Alphege was seized by the Danes and treated barbarously,
being forced to helplessly watch his cathedral burn, the decimation
of his monks and the citizens of Canterbury, as well as being beat-
en, kicked, and bound in irons and having his face torn. Eventually
he was imprisoned in a filthy dungeon for several months. All the
time, Alphege used the time to “negotiate” with the Danes as he
had before—he preached the Gospel to all he could.

The Danes set a ransom of three thousand pounds for
Alphege, counting on the riches of the church to pay it, yet while
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others were ransomed and freed, Alphege refused to pay. When
some visiting friends came and suggested he impose a tax on those
of Canterbury to pay for his release, Alphege responded, “What
reward can [ hope for if I spend upon myself what belongs to the
poor! Better give to the poor what is ours than take from them
what little they have.”

As Alphege persisted in his refusal, he was beaten with blunt
weapons and bruised with stones in vain attempts to make him give
in. When an ultimatum was made by the commander of the Danish
fleet, that he must now pay the ransom or suffer torture and death,
Alphege responded, “The only gold I have to offer you is the true
wisdom that comes from the knowledge and worship of the living
God. If you will not accept that, then it will fare worse for you than
Sodom, and your empire will not last long in Britain.”

In response, Alphege was knocked to the ground with the
backs of battle-axes, and those present began to stone him. In the
midst of this, Alphege managed to raise himself a little and pray,
“O good Shepherd! O unmatched Shepherd! Look with compas-
sion on the children of your church, which I, dying, commend to
your care.”

A Dane whom Alphege had converted and baptized not long
before was horror-stricken at this sight and, taking pity on him to
end his suffering quickly, rushed into the midst of the beatings and
beheaded Alphege with his battle-ax.

The Good Shepherd puts the sheep before himself, sacri-
fices himself if necessary. A hired man is not a real shep-
herd. The sheep mean nothing to him. He sees a wolf
come and runs for it, leaving the sheep to be ravaged and
scattered by the wolf. He’s only in it for the money. The
sheep don’t matter to him.
Jesus
(John 10:11-13 THE MESSAGE)
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When your enemies see that you are so determined that

neither sickness, fancies, poverty, life, death, nor sins

discourage you, but that you will continue to seek the love

of Jesus and nothing else, by continuing your prayer and

other spiritual works, they will grow enraged and will not
spare you the most cruel abuse.

Walter Hilton

A Carthusian monk

England

Died 1396



"If You Only Knew Jesus"

Felicitas and Rome Ce AeDe 161
Her Seven Sons

“There are women who blaspheme the gods as well,
Emperor,” continued the priest in his plea to resume the persecu-
tion of Christians that had ended at Trajan’s death roughly forty-
five years earlier. “She and her brood of seven boys spread the
Christian religion everywhere they go, right under your feet here in
Rome! They pull people daily from the worship of the gods. It is a
mockery and affront to your eminence!”

Emperor Antonius stirred uneasily at this. The priest saw that
he had driven home his point. “Very well, then. I need not be
mocked in my very own city. Have the prefect arrest her and
threaten her. If she will not return to the worship of the gods, then
he can deal with her.”

Publius, the prefect of Rome, was not pleased with his task.
Felicitas was well known in the city and well loved. For this reason,
he first asked her and her sons to see him in his home secretly that
he might question them and dismiss the case without being under
the eye of the priests. Though this was in the prefect’s home, it still
had an official air as guards stood by them all and around Felicitas as
Publius spoke to her. He made the initial plea with soft words and
promises, but as she remained resolute in her refusal to denounce
Jesus, his tone turned to shouts and threats of the severest tortures.

To both, Felicitas’s words were frank and direct: “You do not
move me witheitheryour flattering words and promises nor am [ intim-
idated by your threats; because’] have experienced in my own heart the
workings of the Holy Spirit who gives me a living power and prepares
me for the struggles of torture so that I can endure anything that
you might do to me and hold fast to the confession of my faith.”

Seeing that he was wasting his time to push them further at
this point, Publius then sent them away to think over their
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decisions. The next morning he summoned them as he sat in the
square before the temple of Mars.

From here he took a different tack. “Very well, then,
Felicitas, if you are satisfied to die, then die alone, but have a moth-
er’s pity and compassion on your sons and instruct them at least to
save their own lives by sacrificing to the gods.”

Felicitas bristled at this. “Your ‘compassion’ is pure wicked-
ness! And your advice is nothing but cruelty, for if my sons sacri-
fice to the gods, they will not save their lives but surrender them to
the hellish fiends who are your gods! They would become their
slaves and be chained in darkness for everlasting fire.” Then she
turned to her sons. “Remain steadfast in your faith and in your con-
fession. Jesus and His saints are waiting for you in heaven.
Therefore, fight bravely for your souls and show that you are faithful
in the love of Christ, the love with which He loves you and you Him.”

“Woman!” the prefect interrupted. “How dare you defiantly
encourage your sons to defy the commands of the emperor under
my very nose! Isn’t it better that you instruct them to obedience
rather than rebelliousness?”

But Felicitas knew what she was saying and what kind of
death would probably result from her boldness. Yet she still persist-
ed. Rather than condemning the prefect, though, she turned to
him tenderly and bravely to try to bring him to the Truth. “Prefect,
if you only knew our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and the power
of His divinity and majesty, you would know better than to try to
draw us away from Him, and you would stop this persecution. You
would know that we cannot curse Him or turn away from Him, for
anyone who curses Christ and His faithful ones curses God himself,
who by faith lives in our hearts.”

At this the guard that stood by her turned to her and struck
her hard with his fist across her mouth, hoping to silence her, but
even at this she continued to warn her sons against denying their
faith and to fear neither torture nor painful death, as these were
nothing compared to an eternity with Jesus in heaven.



Publius had Felicitas and her sons taken away, then brought
each of the young men back one by one to question them private-
ly. Yet whatever he promised or threatened, none of them would
turn from Jesus.

Frustrated at his failure, he sent a note to the emperor that
they all remained obstinate in their confession of Jesus. The emper-
or then sentenced them all to die at the hands of different execu-
tioners, and that Felicitas would die last of all, after she had
watched each of her sons die first. Over the next four months these
sentences were carried out.

Januarius, the eldest, went first while the others were forced
to watch. He was scourged with a whip made up of cords that had a
small ball of lead at the end of each strand. He was beaten with this
on the back, neck, sides, and any other fleshy part of the body the
torturer could reach with the scourge until he no longer moved.

Felix and Philippus, the next two oldest, followed. They were
beaten to death with rods.

Sylvanus was tossed down from a great height.

The youngest three, Alexander, Vitalus, and Martialis, were
each brought before their mother separately and beheaded.

Last of all, with tears glistening in her eyes at both the pain
of watching her sons die and the anticipation of soon being with
them again before Christ, Felicitas was beheaded with a sword.

It is one thing to believe in a cause so much that we are willing
to die for it, but it is quite another to believe in it so much that we
would let others suffer and die for it, especially if they are our own chil-
dren and family.

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begot-
ten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not per-
ish, but have everlasting life.

Jesus

(John 3:16 xjv)
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Was one of us ever accused on any other ground
[than that bearing the name “Christian”?]

The Christian never has to suffer for any other affairs
except those of his sect, which during all this long time
no one has ever proved guilty of incest or any cruel
— act. It is for our singular innocence, our great honesty,

our justice, purity, and love of truth, yes, it is for the
living God that we are burned to death. Thus you
inflict a punishment on us which usually you do not
inflict on actual temple robbers
or enemies of the State or on the great number guilty

of high treason.

TERTULLIAN
IN A DEFENSE OF CHRISTIANITY TO SCAPULA VI
C. A.D. 150-229
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"Let e Take His Place"
Maximilian Kolbe | Germany 1941

The siren sounded and the prisoners of Maximilian Kolbe’s
bunker were led out into the summer morning. From the activities of
the German guards it was obvious that something was wrong.
Maximilian looked at the guard towers and watched the officers stand-
ing stiffly as he and the other prisoners were gathered before them.

The commandant of the prison camp stepped forward.
“There has been an escape! As you know, for this ten of you will
die. Let that be a lesson to the rest of you—your freedom will cost
the lives of ten other men.”

Ten men were selected from among the ranks and brought to
the front. Maximilian watched as Sergeant Francis Gajoniczek was
marched forward. “No, no, you can’t! I don’t want to die.”

At this, Maximilian stepped forward. “Sir, [ am a priest. Let
me take his place. [ am old. He has a wife and child.”

The officer looked at him for an instant, then at the young
man. He could certainly use the young man more for the daily
labors that were required of the prisoners. “All right. You, back in
line. Old man, you go with the others.”

The ten men were taken to a cell, where they were left to
starve. All the while there, Maximilian comforted the others with
prayers, songs, and stories of Christ’s sacrifice for all of them. At
the end of two weeks only four of them were still alive and only
Maximilian was fully coherent. These four were then executed
with an injection of carbolic acid.

Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his
life for his friends.

Jesus

(John 15:13 Nas)

16l
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The Power of the Gospel
and a Helping Hand

William and England 1829=1912 and
Catherine Booth 1829=1890

“Did you know that men slept out all night on the bridge?”
William Booth bellowed gruffly as he entered the offices that
morning.

His chief of staff, who was also his eldest son, Bramwell,
replied, “Yes, I have heard of such things.”

William looked back on him, shocked at the response. “How
could you know about such a thing and not be doing something
about it? [ want a shelter provided for those poor wretches at
once!”

So by January of 1888—the very next month—a building
had been rented to house these people. It was the Salvation Army’s
first food and shelter depot. By the end of the first week more than
two thousand people were being fed each day, over seven hundred
of them children. A donation of six hundred pounds covered the
initial cost of setting it up.

Such was a typical outreach for the Booths—seeing a need in
their society and acting immediately to meet it with a helping
hand, the love of God, and the message of salvation that gave peo-
ple the hope they needed to escape the decay that was so prevalent
in late-nineteenth-century England.

William and Catherine Booth grew up in the beginnings of
the industrial revolution, when farmers and villagers were being
turned into low-paid factory workers who could barely make
enough to keep a roof over their families’ heads. It was the England
of Oliver Twist and A Christmas Carol, a place where the gap
between the classes had grown so much that the poor were barely
allowed in the churches, and one in ten people in England was




homeless and more were jobless. Of those who did have some
money, much of it was absorbed by the bar owners. Prostitution
rings also took advantage of these people’s poverty to “buy” young
girls from their parents; these girls were either employed in local
brothels and kept like prisoners or shipped off to mainland Europe
as white slaves.

Into this came a fiery young evangelist who was receiving lit-
tle acceptance as a preacher among the denominations himself,
and his quiet wife who had grown up largely housebound due to ill-
nesses and had spent most of her youth reading the works of such
ministers and revivalists as John Wesley and Charles Finney,
among many others. Each individually may have accomplished lit-
tle in their lifetimes, but when God brought them together, they so
complemented each other’s strengths that they became a powerful
force for God. When they saw the needs among the poor, William
decided he had finally found a congregation that could not turn
him away, and Catherine supplied the organization and structure to
their ministry that held everything together and ensured the prop-
er training of their “Salvationists,” soldiers who did not come from
seminaries or Bible schools, but out of the pubs, off of the streets,
or saved from prostitution.

[t was in 1865, the same year that the Civil War ended in the
United States, that the Booths declared their own revolutionary
war against the social and spiritual ills of their day by opening the
East London Christian Mission. In the following years their organ-
ization would become the Salvation Army and take on an air and
a mission like no other Christian organization has before or since.
Armed with the Gospel and a few musical instruments, these
Salvationists would set themselves up in the worst parts of English
cities, often right outside of pubs, and start drawing crowds to Jesus.
They often took so much business away from the bars and local
public houses and so challenged this way of living numbed contin-
ually by alcohol that a group of thugs and ruffians formed what they
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called the Skeleton Afmy to openly oppose them. With skull and
crosshones emblazoned on their banners and armed with weapons
of flour, red ochre, and deadly jagged brickbats, Skeleton Army
units ferociously attacked the Salvationists. In the early days, local
law enforcement would often look the other way as the
Salvationists were attacked and beaten in the streets for their
stands for righteousness. But the Salvationists wore their cuts and
bruises like medals and returned to preach the Gospel regardless of
how they were treated. It was not long before these outcasts won
the support of the government, and the police dismantled the
Skeleton Army and began providing regular protection for the
Salvationists.

William never let anyone forget that their main purpose was
to reach people with the Gospel. All the activities of the Army
were focused on this. William and Catherine knew that real help
and permanent change only came when the Spirit of God would
touch these people’s lives. Though William was a great preacher
when he stood in the streets to address the crowd, he was quick to
relinquish his position to others if it meant a better reception.
Once when he gave up his soapbox for a Gypsy hawker to give his
testimony of how God had saved him, he saw that this man drew a
better response than he did. Rather than being offended, William
made the presentation of testimonies a regular part of the Army’s
street preaching.

Catherine was also greatly on the move. Although her
responsibilities in raising the Booths’ nine children and overseeing
the structure of the Army were certainly enough to keep her busy,
she felt a call to preach as well. Though initially timid, she was
soon in as much demand as a speaker, if not more, than William.
In an era when women played a secondary role in society,
Catherine became a strong proponent of women’s leadership in the
ministry and was key to seeing that there was no discrimination
because of sex in the Salvation Army. Though initially opposed to




this, William later admitted, “Some of my best men [officers| are
women.”

The Salvation Army was always quick and inventive to meet
any need. William and Catherine refused to rob anyone they
helped of their dignity, so there was always a small fee required to
stay in any of their housing facilities. If the occupants could not
pay, they were given work to cover the costs—people did every-
thing from repairing furniture to sweeping floors in order to earn
room and board. When they saw the horrid conditions in the local
match factories, where the gases from the sulfuric mixtures used to
make the matches rotted peoples’ teeth and slowly poisoned them
to death, the Salvation Amy started its own match works with
open, bright, airy facilities and safer mixtures for making safer
matches. Salvation Army personnel then canvassed the neighbor-
hoods selling these matches and chastised shop owners who carried
matches from the factories where workers were suffering.
Financially the enterprise soon struggled and had to be closed, but
by the time the factory was shut down, working conditions in the
other factories had changed to match those of the Salvation
Army’s workshop. They had accomplished their goal.

Also, in what eventually ended up as the most publicized trial
of the nineteenth century, the Booths, with the help of a local
newspaperman named W. T. Stead, exposed the local white slavery
trade that was being run by the prostitution rings. To do this, Stead
“bought” a young girl from her mother, and with the help of a
Salvationist who had been saved out of the prostitution rings, doc-
umented the girl’s travels right up to the point she was to be
shipped off to the European mainland. Stead printed this story and
others in his newspaper, and the public outcry in reaction to his
articles soon forced Parliament to raise the legal age of consent for
young women from thirteen to sixteen (something that had previ-
ously allowed men to proposition teenage girls without legal reper-
cussions) and brought the force of the law down on the brothels. In



Jesus T

reaction to this, those who profited from prostitution found the
father of the young girl who had been used as the subject of the
article (the girl was at this time saved and working at a Salvation
Army post in France) and brought kidnapping charges against the
Booths and Stead. In a trial that looked at first like it would be the
end of the Salvation Army and all the Booths had accomplished,
the true nature of their work came out, and instead of bringing
condemnation, it won more public support for them than ever
before. In the end, the Booths were absolved of all charges, and
Stead spent a short three months in prison. Following that, he
always wore his prison uniform on the anniversary of the verdict as
if it were a badge of honor.

Then in 1890, shortly after Catherine’s death, William pub-
lished The Darkest England and the Way Out, a book exposing the
ills of the impoverished and his solutions for these problems. The
book was the combined efforts of William, Catherine, and Stead.
It outlined the formation of employment offices, missing-persons
services, and other institutions that seem the norm today but were
nonexistent at the time.

By 1900 the work of the Army had spread to over twenty-five
other nations around the world.

William continued to minister until his death in 1912. He
often traveled by car, a novelty at the time, and was met by crowds
of thousands. At his funeral, the Queen of England snuck into the
back of the service unknown to anyone and sat down by a poor but
neatly dressed woman. In her conversation with the woman, the
queen discovered that the woman had been saved from prostitu-
tion through the Army’s work. As the coffin came past them, the
woman stretched out her hand to drop three faded carnations onto
the lid. “What brought you here to the service?” the queen asked
her as they were leaving. “Well,” she replied, “he cared for the likes
of us.”
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There are countries and entire denominations that have not
existed for as long as the Salvation Army nor have accomplished as
much in their entire existences. Though the Salvation Army is very dif-
ferent today than it was a hundred years ago, it was the strong foun-
dation laid by the Booths that has enabled it to last as long as it has.
William’s uncompromising drive and thirst to spread the Gospel, and
Catherine’s tempering of that enthusiasm with structure and sound
teaching, created a world-changing organization that still shows the
importance of God'’s love and a helping hand today. Though few
histories even mention them, they probably did more to save Victorian
England from civil war and change the industrial revolution into a
positive force than any political figure or statesman of the time.

“My father has blessed you! Come and receive the king-
dom that was prepared for you before the world was cre-
ated. When I was hungry, you gave me something to eat,
and when I was thirsty, you gave me something to drink.
When I was a stranger, you welcomed me, and when I
was naked, you gave me clothes to wear. When I was
sick, you took care of me, and when I was in jail, you vis-
ited me.”
Then the ones who pleased the Lord will ask, “When did
we give you something to eat or drink? When did we wel-
come you as a stranger or give you clothes to wear or visit
you while you were sick or in jail?”
The king will answer, “Whenever you did it for any of my
people, no matter how unimportant they seemed, you did
it for me.”
Jesus
(Matthew 25:34-40 cev)
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Jesus’ presence always brought astonishing peace
to me no matter how bad the situation I was in.
Whenever [ was in a prison, he was always there
for me. He transformed the jail into a heaven and
the burdens became blessings.

There are many Christians who do not feel His
glorious presence as something real, because for
them Jesus only occurs in their minds and not in
their hearts. Only when someone surrenders his

heart to Jesus can he find Him.

SUNDAR SINGH
DISAPPEARED TAKING THE GOSPEL TO TIBET
1929
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The Seeds of Revival

Peter Waldo | Lyons, ¥rance | Ce

1160

“Mon Dieu, he is dead!”

Peter Waldo stared blankly at the face of his friend who now
lay before them. The small group of shop owners and community
leaders had been standing in the town square enjoying the long
summer evening and discussing matters of local politics and inter-
est. Suddenly their friend simply fell to the ground. When they
checked him they found that he was dead. The effect upon all of
them was sobering. Yet it affected Peter Waldo most of all.

This blatant example of human mortality and the brevity of
life made Peter turn dramatically to God for answers. Being a
wealthy merchant in Lyons with a good education, he was one of
the few in town who could read the Scriptures for himself, so he
turned to the texts of the Bible in his search. What he found there
had a profound effect on his outlook on life.

Peter found that there was much in his own lifestyle that did
not agree with the spirit of Jesus’ teaching, so Peter immediately
repented of his former ways and began to live a godlier lifestyle. He
gave substantial amounts of money away to help the poor and
needy. When a situation arose that called for decisions or correc-
tion, Peter admonished those in his household and others he came
into contact with using the Word of God and a loving attitude.
Those who heard him speak in this way were astonished by his wis-
dom and even more amazed to have the Scriptures explained to
them in their own native tongue of French. Thus he encouraged
them to live in true godliness and repent of anything in their lives
that would displease Christ.

Over time his reputation and skillful explanations of the
Scriptures caused many to seek him out for instruction. Whereas
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many leaders and priests seemed to present and discuss right and
wrong in terms of their own ideas, Peter backed up everything he
said from the Scriptures. It was not long after this that he began
distributing passages and chapters of the Bible that he had trans-
lated into French to any who asked. So loved was the Word of God
among them that uneducated country people were able to recite
entire books of the Bible by heart. Others even knew the entire
New Testament. With this love for the Scriptures also went the
teaching to worship Jesus and adhere to His Word above all other
practices and traditions of the established church.

As Peter’s wealth diminished because of his newfound gen-
erosity, his influence increased. Soon the leaders of the local
church took issue with Peter’s activities and demanded that he stop
at once. But Peter and his growing flock, who were labeled
Waldenses, knew they should obey God rather than man and con-
tinued to spread the truth of God’s Word. Because the local church
authorities saw this as a serious challenge to their authority and
doctrines, they began seeking ways to quiet Waldo and his follow-
ers.

Almost from the start, people began to see discrepancies
between what they were taught in the local church and what they
read in the Bible. It was as if the teachings of the established
church were there only for controlling and gaining money from the
people of Lyon with little regard for what was in the Scriptures.
Though the Waldenses continued to tithe to the local church, they
began to more and more openly question church doctrines. Now
when questions of truth came up, Peter Waldo defended their own
views not only with the Scriptures but also the teachings of the
early church fathers. In order to silence them, the established
church excommunicated Peter and any who adhered to his teach-
ings. When captured, if Peter’s followers held to their Waldenses
teachings, they were imprisoned, tortured, and executed with the
sword or fire as heretics.
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However, Peter followed Jesus’ advice: “Whenever they per-
secute you in this city, flee to the next” (Matthew 10:23 NAs), and
having given away almost everything he owned in Lyons, he used
his network of friends and relatives to facilitate the escape of him-
self and his followers. Though few if any Waldenses remained in
Lyons by 1170, those who dispersed settled throughout Europe,
keeping Bibles in their native language and taking on new names
from their new homes or whatever the local townspeople called
them. When reform and return to the Scriptures as the authority of
all truth erupted in these areas, it either erupted from the
Waldenses or was strongly supported by them.

Just as the Word of God had spread to all corners of the world
from Jerusalem when persecution arose during the time of the apos-
tles, so the love for the Word of God also spread throughout Europe
from Lyons with the persecution of the Waldenses. Though perse-
cution followed these people wherever they went, the effect was
like that of tossing water on a gasoline fire—instead of extinguish-
ing their zeal, it only multiplied into numerous smaller fires in the
surrounding areas. In this way the established church, with its
foundations in the Roman Empire and its sights set on political
power and control, helped spread the seeds of revival throughout
Europe.

This persecution continued for nearly four hundred years,
peaking between 1545 and 1560. Finally, around 1559, in a region
called Piedmont in the [talian Alps, the duke of Savoy granted
them protection and freedom to worship as they believed, forty-
two vyears after Luther posted his Ninety-five Theses in
Wittenberg.

Many look at church history and point their finger at one denom-
ination or another, showing the evil that they committed or the false
teachings they got into to show where that group of people was wrong
and how they were right. But the truth of the matter is that the history
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of the body of Christ, the universal church, is only one history, and the
mistakes and errors of the past belong to any who would call them-
selves Christian.

Infighting and political maneuvering are no less present today
than they were hundreds of years ago. A key difference may be that
today individual churches or denominations do not have the power to
torture “heretics” or put them to death. Once hatred or bitterness rises
in our hearts toward another group—awhether they are part of a differ-
ent denomination or part of our own congregation—ae do not realize
how close we are to committing the same atrocities if only we had the
chance. As John said in his letter to the churches, “Anyone who hates
his brother is a murderer” (1 John 3:14 NIV).

Thus Jesus Freaks constantly have before them the narrow road.
Just as Jesus taught that the weeds grow up with the wheat, and we will
not see them separated until the final harvest, we must realize that
small seeds of bitterness, resentment, or condemnation will grow up
alongside the good things of God’s Word that are planted in our hearts
if we do not either first stop them from entering our hearts or pluck
them out while they are still small. We are not immune from the mis-
takes of the past unless we search our own hearts regularly to ensure
that none of those things that have caused strife in the past are allowed
to take root. We must constantly keep before us the example of Jesus
and make sure we do not step off of the path of following His example.

The goal of our instruction is love from a pure heart and
a good conscience and a sincere faith.

Paul

(1 Timothy 1:5 NAS)
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A Bible for Sudan L2

Kayleen and UeSeAs and @ 2001
James Jeda Sudan

Kayleen sat in the service that night with her heart welling
inside her with a desire to help—to do something—to make a dif-
ference for these people the minister was telling her about. But
what could a thirteen-year-old girl do? What did she have to give
that would make a difference? Kayleen felt helpless against this
growing burden inside of her. She was used to praying with her
family for those persecuted in other countries and had even prayed
for one young man by name whom they had heard about from
Sudan—a boy by the name of James Jeda who had been tortured
with fire because he refused to convert to Islam after they had
killed his parents and siblings. Still, the more the preacher spoke,
the more Kayleen wanted to act. But what could she do?

The minister continued to talk about the plight of the fami-
lies in Sudan and what life was like for them. There were fathers
and mothers there in their late thirties who had never known a
time when their country, even their own village, was not being
torn apart because of the civil war (between Arab Muslims in the
north and Black Christians in the south) that had been raging
there since the early 1960s. Children have had to dig foxholes out-
side of their classrooms to hide in, as their schools are often targets
of bombing raids, as are the hospitals and churches. Though
approximately half of Sudan is in the Sahara, the temperatures
there, especially in the Nuba mountains, where the fighting is the
most intense, can get below freezing at night, and due to the lack
of blankets, constant exposure to such conditions often means poor
health and little sleep while shivering through the night. Though
the land is rich for farming in the south, food is still scarce, as army
raids often confiscate what is grown or bombs destroy fields of
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crops. Thus starvation is also a problem.

Yet as always in times of war and persecution, what the
Sudanese were the most hungry for was God. Because of the war,
many missionary groups in other countries had stopped sending
people to Sudan due to the danger, and Bibles and other Christian
literature were in short supply.

Suddenly Kayleen felt a tug of hope in her heart. She looked
suddenly at the youth Bible she held in her hands, with all of the
doodles and notes she had made in it since she had received it as a
Christmas present some three years earlier. She clutched it to her
chest as the minister continued to speak.

When she heard that a family friend was going to Sudan with
VOM workers, she sent the Bible with him. “Please give it to
somebody special,” she told her friend.

When this friend arrived in Sudan with Kayleen’s Bible,
among many other provisions the team had brought with them, his
heart went out to all those he met. Yet as the days of their visit
were coming to a close, he felt a special attachment to one young
man who bore the scars of being thrown into a fire when a Muslim
raiding party had killed his family. He was now living with his
grandmother and was attending school, hoping to grow up to be a
teacher. The missionary friend gave this young man Kayleen’s Bible
with some special words of encouragement. The young man’s name
was James Jeda.

No one can truly say they have nothing to give when God puts
it into their hearts to help. What may seem little to us can mean so
much to someone else. God does not measure the amount, but the
willingness and obedience of the heanrt.

And He looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into
the treasury. And He saw a certain poor widow putting
in two small copper coins. And He said, “Truly I say to
you, this poor widow put in more than all of them; for
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they all out of their surplus put into the offering; but she
out of her poverty put in all that she had to live on.”
Jesus

(Luke 21:1-4 NaS)

Two very dirty villagers came to my home one day to buy
a Bible. They had come from their village to take the job
of shoveling the frozen earth dall winter long to earn
money in the slight hope they might be able to buy an old,
tattered Bible with it and take it back to their village.
Because I had received Bibles from America, I was able
to hand them a new Bible, not an old tattered one. They
could not believe their eyes! They tried to pay me with
the money they earned. I refused their money. They
rushed back to their village with the Bible.
A few days later I received a letter of unrestrained,
ecstatic joy thanking me for the Scriptures. It was signed
by thirty villagers! They had carefully cut the Bible into
thirty parts and exchanged the parts with one another!
Richard Wurmbrand
Founder of The Voice of the Martyrs
Spent fourteen years in a Communist prison
Romania

1940s, ’50s, and '60s
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Tear me to pieces and rip my soul from my
body, but you will never force that detestable
word of denial from my mouth.

MICHAEL NAKASHIMA
TORTURED AND HAD BOILING WATER POURED
ON HIS HEAD AND BODY UNTIL HE DIED
JAPAN
CHRISTMAS DAY, 1628
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Faithful to the End

Luke | Greece] Ce AeDe 95

“It seemed fitting for me as well, having investigated every-
thing carefully from the beginning, to write it out for you in con-
secutive order, most excellent Theophilus; so that you may know
the exact truth about the things you have been taught,” wrote the
physician Luke in the beginning of his gospel that was either meant
for a close friend or all those who love God, as is the meaning of
the name Theophilus.

As an educated man, Luke was a good companion for Paul on
all of his journeys. While so many study and read to try to discov-
er the truth of the matter, Luke chose instead to go to the source
and find out for himself. Having learned of Paul during his ministry
in Antioch, Luke went to hear the man speak on this new religion
called Christianity. When it came time to take the message of that
faith on the road, Luke volunteered to go along and record all of it
for posterity. Thus Luke became the first Christian historian and
contributed more to the New Testament than anyone who was not
an apostle.

While other men passed in and out of Paul’s ministry, Luke
stuck close to the end. Not long before his execution in Rome, Paul
wrote in 2 Timothy, “Do your best to come to me quickly, for
Demas, because he loved this world, has deserted me and has gone
to Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to Galatia, and Titus to
Dalmatia. Only Luke is with me.” Despite persecution and tempta-
tion, Luke had stayed faithful to the end.

After Paul’s execution, Luke left Rome. He was so committed
to the missionary life that he continued to travel and teach for the
rest of his life. His ministry after the death of Paul lasted almost
thirty years. Everywhere he traveled is not well recorded; the book
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of Acts ends at Paul’s second imprisonment, and no writings of
Luke still exist beyond that. It is known, though, that he ended his
days in Greece, where he preached the Gospel and opposed the

worship of the Greek gods among the people of the Peloponnesian
cities, probably proclaiming what he had earlier recorded in the
book of Acts: “There is salvation in no one else but Jesus! There is
no other name in all of heaven for people to call on to save them.”

Luke so upset the world of the idolatrous priests with his
teaching that they incited a mob against him and took him to an
olive grove near the port city of Patras, where he was hanged to
death in a green olive tree. He was eighty-four years old when he

died.
o« o

Blessed are you when men hate you, and ostracize you,
and heap insults upon you, and spurn your name as evil,
for the sake of the Son of Man. Be glad in that day, and
leap for joy, for behold, your reward is great in heaven,
for in the same way their fathers used to treat the
prophets....

But I say to you who hear, love your enemies, do good to
those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for
those who mistreat you. Whoever hits you on the cheek,
offer him the other also; and whoever takes away your
coat, do not withhold your shirt from him either. Give to
everyone who asks of you, and whoever takes away what
is yours, do not demand it back. And just as you want
men to treat you, treat them in the same way. And if you
love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For
even sinners love those who love them. And if you do good
to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you?
For even sinners do the same thing. And if you lend to
those from whom you expect to receive, what credit is
that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, in order to




Fearing B8d) Not Man

receive back the same amount. But love your enemies,

and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and

your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the

Most High; for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil
men.

Jesus, as recorded by Luke

(Luke 6:22-23, 27-35 NAS)
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The Apostle of Germany [g

Boniface Germany and Ce AeDs 675=754
Northern Europe

“He cannot do it! He will be struck down by the thunderbolt
of Thor!”

“He is a madman!”

“Ha! He will do it no harm! It is too big. It would take a team
of men all day to cut it down. He will tire and quit before the job
is done!”

Yet despite the skepticism and fear, a crowd formed and fol-
lowed the Englishman, who carried an ax, through the streets of
town toward the sacred oak of Geismar. The enormous tree had
stood and protected the village as long as anyone could remember.
No one ever dared to go near it unless carrying a sacrifice for Thor,
for fear that he would be offended and remove his blessing from
their crops, his protection from their lands, or even strike them
dead on the spot.

Boniface, who had now been in the village for some time,
already had many converts to Jesus from his preaching. However,
he was not satisfied with this. He found many more of the people
stubborn and in bondage to their pagan beliefs, unable or unwill-
ing to desert their ancient tribal deities for fear of what would hap-
pen. Boniface saw the sacred oak as a symbol of all that was hold-
ing them back from coming to the one true God. He felt called of
God to remove this last barrier so that the rest of the people in the
region would be free to come to Christ.

As Boniface and his parade approached the tree, there was
already a large crowd waiting to see if the rumors were true about
what the Englishman planned to do. As they saw him approach,
someone said, “We should stop him and have done with this fool-
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ishness. This foreigner has no right to bring down the wrath of the
gods upon us!”

“No,” cried another, “let the gods defend themselves. If Thor
does not have the power to stop one crazy Englishman, then per-
haps the God he preaches is the one to follow.”

A chorus of others agreed and it was decided to wait and see
what happened.

Boniface walked straight up to the tree and took the ax in his
hand, sizing up the job he had before him. He had never before
been this close to the tree, and it seemed larger than he had
remembered. However, without hesitation he took the ax in hand,
bowed his head to say a short prayer, then raised up the ax and took
the first swing.

The crowd gasped and took a step back, looking at the sky as
the blade took its first bite out of the tree.

As Boniface raised his ax for a second swing, a strong wind
kicked up behind him and bore down on them all. Boniface
dropped his ax to cover his face from the debris that was kicking up
from the ground with the gust. Suddenly the trunk of the tree
groaned and a cracking sound filled the air. As Boniface and the
townspeople now turned to look, the oak began to lean away from
the wind and groan even louder. Suddenly with a few loud pops
and snaps the entire tree tumbled over and shattered into four huge
pieces as it struck the ground. As the people stared in unbelief at
the fallen giant, they could see that the inside of the tree had rot-
ted away from within.

Boniface used the wood to build a church on that very spot,
and so many more came to Jesus afterward that it was as if his mis-
sion there had only just begun.
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For the rest of his life, Boniface continued on as a mis-
sionary in Germany, France (to the Franks), and the areas that
are today Belgium and the Netherlands. When he was seventy-
four and his eyesight failing, he had pushed into Frisia, just
beyond the protection of the Frankish princes, with a group of
fifty-two missionaries taking the Gospel to the people there.
Again they had great success and were rising early on the morn-
ing of Pentecost to finish the preparation for baptizing their lat-
est group of converts in the River Boorn. Suddenly a harsh and
violent ruckus shook the camp as a mob attacked.

“Do not fight back!” Boniface called to the other missionar-
ies. “Follow the example of our Lord in Gethsemane!”

In a matter of minutes, the entire missionary team lay massa-
cred, with Boniface left among the last to die. As he was finally
attacked, he instinctively raised the book he had been holding to
protect himself, but he died from the first blow to his head. The
book fell beside him, twice hacked and now covered with
Boniface’s blood. It was a copy of the first volume of Ambrose’s On

the Advantage of Death.

Supernatural boldness is a gift anyone can tap into through
prayer and knowing God personally. Though we sometimes go out on
a limb to try to accomplish something and fail, the number of times we
go out on that limb and accomplish something for God more than
makes up for any failures. Besides, how many of us really test that
limit? Sure, it would be foolish to walk into the front of a building and
announce to the crowd that Jesus was going to blow it over to prove
His power, but what about looking the fool to preach in the streets of
your city, or go on a missions trip and share your testimony? Few if
any will tell you that they were sorry they did such things. Most are
glad and hungry for a chance to do it again.

Certainly boldness must be tempered with wisdom, but far too
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often we lack boldness more out of fear than wisdom.

Rewivals happen when people are bold because they are hooked
up to God’s will for their lives, their communities, and their world.
Obeying God’s will with confidence makes all the difference. But that
boldness does not come from determination; rather, it comes from
knowing God will follow up when you go out on that limb.

Let us fight for the Lord in these days of bitterness and
affliction. If this be the will of God, let us die for the holy
laws of our fathers, that we may arrive with them at the
eternal inheritance.

Boniface

Take care of their threats and give your servants fearless 183
confidence in preaching your Message, as you stretch out
your hand to us in healings and miracles and wonders
done in the name of your holy servant Jesus.
A prayer of the early church
(Acts 4:29-30 THE MESSAGE)
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As the Communist atheists allowed no place
for Jesus in their hearts, I decided I would leave

not the smallest place for Satan in mine.

RicCHARD WURMBRAND
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FOUNDER OF THE VOICE OF THE MARTYRS
SPENT FOURTEEN YEARS IN A COMMUNIST PRISON
ROMANIA
1940s, ’'50s, AND ’60s
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"Our ¥ather Foxe"
John Yoxe ‘ England_ 1516-1587

Young John Foxe had proven himself such a bright young
man since his coming to Oxford at the age of sixteen that he was
chosen as a fellow of Magdalen College there in 1539, an honor
seldom bestowed except in cases of great distinction. He soon made
a mark for himself as a poet and writer, but his thoughts turned to
the more serious issues of religion and the questions that had erupt-
ed from the writings of a monk in Germany named Martin Luther
and John’s martyred friend, William Tyndale. “Is it necessary for
priests to act as mediators between God and man? Shouldn’t peo-
ple be able to read the Scriptures for themselves and not have them
interpreted for them by someone else?”

John made a thorough study of both ancient and modern
church history to see how these controversies had developed. He
studied the works of the Greek and Latin Fathers, the transactions
and decrees of church councils, and acquired a very competent skill
in the Hebrew language to study the Scriptures. [t was not uncom-
mon for him to work late into the night, often passing the entire
night without any sleep.

He began going to a grove near the college that was fre-
quented by the students in the evening on account of its isolation
and quiet. On these solitary walks he would pour forth his prayers
and questions to God with heavy sobs and tears. [t was not long
before he was overheard and reported to the college. These night-
ly retirements gave rise to the first suspicion of his alienation from
the dictates of the state church.

Being pressed for an explanation of his conduct, he refused to
deny his convictions and was, by the sentence of the college, con-
victed, condemned, and expelled as a heretic.
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Upon leaving Magdalen College, John found employment as
a tutor in the home of Sir Thomas Lucy of Warwickshire, which
was within walking distance of Stratford on Avon, where William
Shakespeare was born some years later in 1584. Here John married
but soon fled for fear of the local church authorities. Though
Henry VIII, king of England during this time, had broken with the
Church of Rome for his own reasons, forming the Church of
England with himself as its head, he had not broken with the tra-
ditions that empowered the Roman church. Persecution for
“heresy” was still common, even though the accusation was used
more to eliminate political opponents than for any heartfelt reli-
gious convictions. People who were labeled as “Reformers” were
seen as a danger to the structure of the Church of England and the
crown and could not be left to spread their questioning teachings
wherever they would like. John soon came to learn that his name
was being discussed in the local church hierarchy as someone who
may have to be dealt with.

So John and his wife fled for a short time to the home of his
in-laws but soon headed for London in the last years of Henry
VIII's rule. Here, being unknown and finding no employment, he
and his wife nearly starved to death.

Yet one day as he was sitting in St. Paul’s Church, exhausted
with hunger, a stranger took a seat beside him and courteously
greeted him. John did not recognize the man, but before he could
respond to the kind greeting, the stranger thrust a sum of money
into his hand. “Cheer up,” he said to John. “In a few days new
prospects will present themselves to see you through.” Then the
man just walked away. John never discovered who he was.

Three days later he received an invitation from the duchess
of Richmond to tutor the children of the earl of Surrey, who,
together with his father, the duke of Norfolk, was imprisoned in the
Tower by the jealousy and ingratitude of King Henry. This employ-
ment supported the Foxes for some time.
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In 1547 Henry VIII died, and his ten-year-old son, Edward
IV, took the throne. Edward’s short reign was friendly to the
Reformers, but he died six years later. After Edward’s death,
Henry’s eldest daughter (and Edward’s older sister), Mary I, became
queen, and the tide of opinion and political power swung violent-
ly back to the doctrines that had originated in Rome. In the next
five years, nearly three hundred people were executed for “heresy.”

During Edward’s reign, John’s outspokenness on the truth of
the Scriptures and every person’s right to read them for themselves
made enemies among those who still quietly supported the Church
of Rome. Most notably among these was Dr. Gardiner, who became
the bishop of Winchester when Mary I took power. Thomas, duke
of Norfolk, who had been one of Master Foxe’s pupils, convinced
him to stay in England under his protection, but it soon became
evident from the bishop’s frequent visits and questions about John
that it was not safe for him to remain.

John and his wife, who was pregnant at the time, attempted
to sail for the mainland, but a vicious storm returned them to the
port from which they left a day and a half before. During that time,
an officer from the bishop of Winchester with a warrant for John’s
arrest had knocked down the door at the place they had been stay-
ing prior to their initial departure for the mainland. Upon finding
this out, John rode out of town, then sneaked back. He entreated
the ship’s captain to set out again as soon as the wind shifted, and
two days later they landed safely in Nieuport, Belgium.

They then made their way to Basle, where, set to expose the
evil behind the current church system, he published his History of
the Acts and Monuments of the Church, which eventually became
known as Foxe’s Book of Martyrs.

In 1558, Mary I, who had become known as “Bloody Mary”
for the massacres during her reign, died and was succeeded by her
younger half sister, Elizabeth 1. John and his family returned to
England, where he was ordained in the Anglican Church. He did
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not, however, take an active part in the new church, but set him-
self to correct and verify the stories in his Book of Martyrs.

In 1563, when the Black Plague hit England, he stayed at his
post (unlike many of his peers who fled for safety), cared for those
who had no one else to care for them, and distributed money to the
poor.

He became a unifying force in England, reportedly looking
past all doctrinal differences and backgrounds to help any who
called on the name of Jesus. He exerted his influence with Queen
Elizabeth to put an end to the practice of executing those of oppos-
ing religious viewpoints. She held him in such respect that she
referred to him as “Our Father Foxe,” and by her order copies of the
Book of Martyrs were placed in common halls, colleges, and chapels
throughout the kingdom. Though John died in 1587, his Book of
Martyrs has continued to exercise a great influence upon the
church ever since. In fact, until the last century, most Christians
had a copy of the book, which was kept with the same respect as
the family Bible.

We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are
perplexed, but not in despair; Persecuted, but not forsak-
en; cast down, but not destroyed; Always bearing about
in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also
of Jesus might be made manifest in our body.

(2 Corinthians 4:8-10 kjv)




Fearing God, Not Man

If the Communists are overthrown in our
country, it will be the most holy duty of every
Christian to go into the streets and at the risk of
his own life defend the Communists from the 169
righteous fury of the multitudes whom they have
tyrannized.

luLiu MANIU
PRIME MINISTER OF ROMANIA
(1928-30, 1932-33)
DIED IN PRISON UNDER THE COMMUNISTS
@493],9508
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"I Do Not Suppose It"

Justin Martyr and Others l Rome ‘ Ce AeDe 16D

A group of Christians were arrested and brought before the
prefect of their province, a man by the name of Rusticus. As they
stood before the judgment seat, Rusticus called Justin forward from
among the others and spoke directly to him. “Above all things, you
must have faith in the gods and obey the emperors.”

“We have done nothing wrong,” Justin replied. “We cannot
be accused or condemned for obeying the commands of our Savior,
Jesus Christ.”

Rusticus looked at him, puzzled. “What system of philosophy
do you say is true?”

Justin answered, “I have tried to learn about every system, but
[ have accepted the true teachings of the Christians, though they
are rejected by those who would prefer to love a lie.”

“So you would tell me that these teachings are the truth
then, even though you stand here a criminal?”

“Yes,” Justin replied, “because [ follow them with their cor-
rect teaching.”

Rusticus sat forward in his chair. “What sort of teaching is
that?”

“Worship the one true God, the God of the Christians. He
has been the only God since He made the earth and all of creation,
both the things that are seen and those that are unseen. And we
worship Jesus, His son, as Lord and Savior.”

“You are a Christian, then?”

“Yes,” Justin said, “I am a Christian.”

Rusticus paused to think for a moment. “You call yourself a
wise and studied man,” he said while looking over those who stood
with him, then to the galleries of those who had come to witness
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this trial, then fixed his eyes again upon Justin. “You say you have
insight into what is truth. If so, answer me this: If I have you
flogged and executed, do you believe you will go to heaven?”

“I believe that if I bear these things I shall have what Jesus
promised me,” Justin replied. “I know that His divine gift of salva-
tion will stay with all who hold to His name until the end of the
world.”

“I take it, then, that you think you will go to heaven and
receive some appropriate reward there?”

“I do not suppose it; | know it. [ am certain of it.”

Rusticus sighed in exasperation. “Then there is only one
thing left and your life rides on it. You must come forward and sac-
rifice to the Roman gods.”

Justin did not move, nor did he delay in his response. “No
one in his right mind would turn his back on his relationship with
the one true God by showing even the slightest respect for these
godless statues.”

Rusticus’s temper flared and his voice carried every ounce of
threat he could muster. “You have no choice. You either obey, or |
will have you punished and executed without mercy.”

“You speak of punishment and death as if it is to be feared,
but the truth of the matter is that it is our salvation,” Justin
responded. “When I go before the judgment seat of Christ, as the
whole world will have to do—even you—this will be my confi-
dence that | may enter into heaven—that I did not deny Jesus,
even unto death.”

At this, those who stood with Justin stepped forward and
said, “You can do whatever you want to us. We are Christians, and
Christians do not sacrifice to idols.”

Rusticus stood as if to attack them himself, but then steadied
himself and placed his hands on his sides. “Then it is decided. Your
own testimony condemns you.” He turned to the guards that sur-
rounded them. “All of these here who have defied the command of
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the emperor by refusing to sacrifice to our gods shall be scourged
with whips and beheaded according to the law.”

The truth of the Gospel works on so many levels. Though some
will argue that God does not exist and that man is the highest form in
the universe, they will still strive for a moral code. Challenge them to
find a better moral code than that which is outlined in the New
Testament. Ask them to compare it to the other systems of morals in
the world: those of atheists, other religions, or political systems. You
will have to know it well to spell it out, but have them compare the law
of love to all other philosophical systems and challenge them to show
you a better one. Ask them to come up with a better moral law than
the Golden Rule of “Treat others the same way you would want them
to treat you.” Ask them to show you a country where innovative
breakthroughs emerge where Christians are not in the majority.
Discuss the list of great scientists and achievers of all time and see how
many of them were Christians or Jews or at least believed in God'’s
existence.  the study yourself. Look at the top ten people of the last
millennium and look at their beliefs and accomplishments. Newton,
Gutenberg, Michelangelo, Luther, Washington, Martin Luther King
Jr., Mother Teresa, and others you will find on any list of important
people of the last one thousand years. They all had tremendous faith
in God. Look at nations that have tried to exist without God: the
Soviet Union, China, Albania, Vietham—awhich of these has been as
successful as those that built their foundations on the laws of the Bible?

But then you will have to add that even though this is a great phi-
losophy, it cannot work without its power source. Man has no motive
to be “good” without gratitude to a Savior who granted they should not
have to suffer for their own sins. Without the love of God in their
hearts to motivate them to put the needs of others before themselves,
they will ultimately act selfishly despite what philosophies they hold on
to. The views of Marx and Lenin sound like they are a solid founda-
tion for heaven on earth, but their applications have brought more hell
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than any other. What brought this about? When those in power saw
that they could do whatever they liked and tried to force others into a
mold of service to the state, selfishness took over and whenever con-
venient they began to reword their philosophies to justify their own
selfish desires. To free ourselves from cultural restraints to rise to a
higher and better system seems a great idea, but such cultural revolu-
tions in the Orient have done little but bathe their countries in blood.

You may or may not convince them of the Truth, just as Justin
did not convince Rusticus that the empire’s edicts to worship their gods
should be ignored, but if you don'’t stand up for what you believe, who
will? If you don't tell those in your world about the Truth, why should
God send someone else to do it?

For not only does sound reason direct us to refuse the
guidance of those who do or teach anything wrong, but it
is by all means vital for the lover of truth, regardless of
the threat of death, to choose to do and say what is right
even before saving his own life.

Justin Martyr

Jesus must increase, but I must decrease.
John the Baptist
(John 3:30, paraphrased)
Beheaded for his testimony
c. AD. 29
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The Apostle of the
Bleeding reet

sundar.5ingh |India and Tibet | 1889-1929

“Oh, all-pervading, impersonal, unknowable, incomprehen-
sible universal spirit, if you do exist, show me the right way, or I will
kill myself.”

Fifteen-year-old Sundar Singh had come to the end of his
despair and felt he could take no more. Having grown up a Sikh
(the member of a sect of monotheistic Hindus) under the careful
tutelage of his mother in a wealthy household, Sundar had been
exposed to various religions to try to find the truth. In his studies
his mother had not only guided him to master the Veda, the
ancient sacred books of Hinduism, but he had also read the Koran,
the sacred book of Islam, and attended a Christian missionary
school. Though his religious path seemed carefully set before him
to become a Sadhu (a Hindu who takes a vow of poverty and
celibacy, forsaking all the worldly pleasures by devoting himself
entirely to his religion), when Sundar’s mother died when he was
fourteen, all that held his world together died with her. It had been
she who had made God seem real to him, and without her he could
no longer find any peace in his life. He turned his anger on the
Christians and began disrupting their meetings and forming mobs
to throw stones at their ministers. The final straw came as he
ripped up and burned a New Testament, page by page, in front of
his father and friends to show his contempt for Christianity.

Following this incident, he shut himself up in his room pray-
ing to the “universal spirit” for it to reveal the truth to him. On the
third day of this, he woke up at 3:00 A.M. and decided to end his life
in front of the express train that passed through the village every
moming at 5:00. Thus he prayed the desperate prayer to either
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know the truth or die. As a Hindu, he believed that if there was no
answer to this prayer, at least he might be able to find peace in his
next incarnation.

But the Truth did not leave him stranded. Shortly before 5:00
AM., such a bright light filled his room that he thought it had
caught on fire. For a moment he kept his eyes shut tightly hoping
to die in the flames, but when nothing happened, he opened them
to see what the source was. Before him stood Jesus.

“How much longer are you going to persecute me? I have
come to save you. You were praying for the right path. Why have
you not followed it? I am the way.”

Sundar fell to his knees before Him and realized that what all
the Christians had taught him about Jesus’ resurrection was true.
How could it not be?! Here He stood before him! Suddenly a peace
beyond anything he had ever known flooded his spirit. So this is
what it is like to know the Truth! When he looked up again, Jesus
was gone, but the peace in his spirit was not.

The next morning he declared to his family, “I am now a
Christian. I will no longer serve anyone else but Jesus.” Thus began
a struggle in his home to get him to return to Hinduism that ended
with his expulsion from the house and one of his relatives trying to
poison him.

So on September 3, 1905, his sixteenth birthday, Sundar was
baptized as a Christian at a local church mission and went into the
hills for a month to seek God’s direction for what to do next.
During this time he realized how uncomfortable he was with the
Christianity that was practiced in the missions, as it was more
Western culture than Christian truths in many ways. Indians who
became Christians changed their dress to match that of the English
missionaries, sat in pews in Anglican Church buildings, spoke
mostly English, sang English hymns in English services, and relied
on Western missionaries for leadership. He felt that there was no
way Christianity could ever be relevant to India unless it was
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present in an Indian way. So Sundar made the decision that he
would return to the path that he had always been on, to become a
Sadhu, only he would be a Sadhu dedicated to Jesus. At this deci-
sion, he put on the saffron robe of a Sadhu, gave away what few
possessions he still had, and began wandering northern India with
the gospel of Jesus Christ.

The traditions of India and Hinduism were that a Sadhu
would never own a home or carry any food or money, but would go
from village to village relying totally on the hospitality of others.
For this reason, as Sundar entered a village, someone would take
him in, thinking he was a Hindu holy man. Often when he would
proceed to proclaim Jesus to them, they would become offended
and throw him out. However, whenever this happened, Sundar
showed them no malice and simply moved on again. This was
strange to the villagers, as they were used to Sadhus throwing a fit
and cursing those who rejected them. When Sundar simply walked
away peacefully, many would often chase him down, ask for his for-
giveness, and invite him back to their home. Through this, many
of them came to know Jesus as Sundar did.

As he wandered, a growing passion to penetrate the barriers
of the north, Hinduism, and Buddhism began to develop in
Sundar’s heart—he wanted to take the Gospel to Tibet. As he trav-
eled in the foothills of the Himalayas, he began to realize the
enormity of this task. However, roughly a year and a half after his
baptism, Sundar made his first trip into Tibet after two missionar-
ies had taught him some of the language and loaned him a young
interpreter to travel with him. Though he found little success in his
initial ventures, Sundar returned to Tibet every summer for the rest
of his life. Some incredible miracles have been recorded about
Sundar’s visits to Tibet. He was imprisoned or beaten and left for
dead on more than one occasion during these trips.

On one trip through Nepal, Sundar was attacked by four ban-
dits in the middle of a jungle. Rather than putting up a struggle,
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Sundar knelt and bowed his head, expecting the one thief with a
sword to end his life then and there. The bandits were so surprised
by this that they refused to kill him. Seeing the only thing he had
of value was his blanket, they took that and told him to leave, yet
his behavior still so perplexed them that one of the robbers called
him back and asked him his name. Sundar turned back to the man,
introduced himself, and opened his Bible and began reading him
the story of the rich man and Lazarus from the book of Luke. When
the robber saw how miserable the rich man was in the end, he
asked Sundar what would happen to a man such as himself. Sundar
took this open door to preach the Gospel to him and tell him of
the forgiveness won for him by Jesus on the cross. The thief repent-
ed and took Sundar home to stay in his house.

During another instance, he was captured by a group of
monks and sentenced to die by the local Grand Lama for spreading
a foreign religion. He was thrown naked into a well used to discard
the remains of murderers and criminals who had been killed and
left to die. The well was then locked. The Lama had the only key.
Sundar spent two days without food or water among the putrefying
corpses but was miraculously rescued on the third day. A stranger
had come, released him, and then simply relocked the well and
walked away. When Sundar was later recaptured by the same
monks, the Lama was perplexed to see him, knowing no one else
could have released this man without the key he kept hidden. They
became fearful of Sundar’s God because of this and begged him to
leave them.

As a wandering Sadhu, Sundar traveled all over India and
Ceylon during 1918 and 1919, as well as China, Malaysia, and
Japan. Between 1920 and 1922 he was invited to speak in Western
Europe, Israel, and Australia. However, his heart was always for
India and Tibet, so he always returned to continue his work there.
Everywhere he went he dressed in the simple robes of a Sadhu and
walked barefoot. Often he would arrive in villages with his feet
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blistered and bloody from the journey. For this he became known
as “the apostle of the bleeding feet.”

Sundar always lived a literal Christianity, taking his actions
directly from the Scriptures. One time while he was preaching in a
marketplace, a man came up and struck him across the face. In
response, Sundar turned to him his other cheek. The man left
ashamed and later that evening sent Sundar a note asking for his
forgiveness.

On another occasion, Sundar met some harvesters in a field
and told them the parable of the wheat and the tares. They con-
sidered him a nuisance and told him to leave them alone, but he
continued to preach to them. Finally one of them threw a rock and
hit Sundar in the head. At this, the assailant was struck with a
painful headache and lay down on the ground, unable to work.
Sundar immediately took the man’s place and helped them finish
their harvesting. This action so turned their hearts that they invit-
ed him home to share their hospitality that evening. In return, he
shared the Gospel with them and won a harvest of his own for
Jesus.

Despite growing risks, poor health, and warnings from friends
and other missionaries, Sundar left on his annual trek to Tibet in
the summer of 1929. He was never seen or heard from again, and
no one has ever learned what happened to him.

N

In our search to walk more closely with Jesus, it is an important
exercise to distinguish between what we believe as part of our
Christianity and what we believe as part of our culture. Few of us
know how greatly we are affected by what those around us believe
until we have taken some time to live in a different culture or share our
faith with someone from a different part of the world. A church in an
Arabic country will not look like a church in a Western nation or in
an Oriental one. The interpretation of some scriptures may even be
somewhat different. In exploring these differences, we can come to an
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understanding of what is more universally true.

In some countries, Christianity is so meshed with the culture
that just by being born in that nation one is considered a Christian, and
church attendance is thought to make up for a life of willful sin. Even
different churches or denominations have cultures that constrain us to
some extent or the other. It is important to ask ourselves if we believe
things because they have been revealed to us through God’s Word, or
is it just a tradition of our church? Do we live a life of devotion to God
through a personal walk, or do we just fulfill all the requirements of a
“good” person according to the accepted behavior of our church friends
and culture? Are we the same in front of them as we are in private? If
we began to run with a totally different crowd, would their different
morals change us more than our morals and beliefs would change
them?

Sundar Singh wanted to discover a Christianity that was not
Western, but Indian. Clothing styles, language, etc., were all being
transferred over with belief in Jesus so that becoming a Christian
seemed to also mean becoming British. What Sundar did to cut away
the culture and preach only essential Christianity was a counter-
cultural revolution that enabled Christianity’s first firm foothold in
India. People such as Watchman Nee did the same in China. When
the church becomes indigenous and is preached by nationals rather
than foreigners, it takes on an entirely new dimension.

Christianity is a counterculture that will change those things that
are most essential without conforming all people to be the same. Yet
this can only happen when the individuals in any culture prize meeting
God through His Word abowe just being called a Christian so that they
can fit in with their crowd.

Jesus Freaks have this value and are open to correction. They
are willing to strip away what is cultural to live what is Christlike.
Jesus Freaks are not those who flow with the crowd, but those who
flow with the Holy Spirit. As Paul did, they can drop or accept cul-
tural differences for the sake of sharing the essentials of Christ with
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whomever they come into contact. This is the life lived in the world but
not of the world—the life lived in the Spirit as Jesus walked.

Even though I am free of the demands and expectations
of everyone, I have voluntarily become a servant to any
and all in order to reach a wide range of people: religious,
nonreligious, meticulous moralists, loose-living immoral-
ists, the defeated, the demoralized—whoever. I didn’t
take on their way of life. I kept my bearings in Christ—
but I entered their world and tried to experience things
from their point of view. I've become just about every sort
of servant there is in my attempts to lead those I meet into
a God-saved life. I did all this because of the Message. 1
didn’t just want to talk about it; I wanted to be in on it!
Paul

(1 Corinthians 9:19-23 THE MESSAGE)
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We are going to heaven.... A fountain fed
from many springs will never dry up. When we

are gone, others will rise in our place.

BRUNO SERUNKUMA
BURNED TO DEATH
NAMUGONGO, UGANDA
1886
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Responding to Evil 3
With the Gospel

Pelagius Cordova, Spain | ce A¢Ds 920

When Pelagius was ten, he took the place of his uncle,
Bishop Hermogius of Tuy, in the prison of the Muslim Caliph Abd
ar-Rahman Il so that the bishop could return to his flock. After his
initial time in prison, Abd ar-Rahman set the boy’s terms of release:
that Pelagius convert to Islam and submit to the caliph’s sexual
advances. For this the caliph promised him wealth and freedom. In
response, the young Pelagius preached about Jesus to the caliph
and said he would die for the name of Christ before he gave in to
any of the caliph’s demands.

For three and a half years Pelagius remained in prison; all the
while the caliph had his servants promise him all the pleasures and
wealth that would be available to him in the royal house if he
would convert. Pelagius continued to resolutely refuse. “I am a
Christian, and will remain a Christian, and obey only God’s com-
mands all the days of my life.”

Eventually the requests turned into threats, but still Pelagius
remained firm in his confession of Christ. At this the caliph final-
ly commanded his guards to “Take him and suspend him by iron
tongs, pinch him with red-hot pincers, and haul him up and down
in the river until he either dies or renounces this Jesus as his Lord!”

Thus the thirteen-year-old boy was taken to the river and
tortured from seven o’clock in the morning until the evening.
When the king questioned him again in the evening, Pelagius
again refused to leave Christ. Suspended and bleeding before Abd
ar-Rahman, Pelagius turned his eyes to heaven and prayed, “O
Lord Jesus, deliver me out of the hands of my enemies.” As he lift-
ed up his hands toward heaven, the caliph had the guards pull the
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tongs and chains tight, stretching his arms and legs in four direc-
tions. Then he had the soldiers cut off one arm, then the other,
then one leg, then the other, and lastly his head. When this was
done they threw the pieces into the river. Pelagius carried his faith
and his purity with him to heaven.
Do not let anyone treat you as if you are unimportant
because you are young. Instead, be an example to the
believers with your words, your actions, your love, your
faith, and your pure life.
Paul
(1 Timothy 4:12 ncv)
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Standing Up for Jesus
Athanasius 1 Roman Empire | Ce AeDe 297=373

“No,” Athanasius asserted, “Jesus was not other from the
Father, but of the Father. Christ was of the same essence as the
Father, eternal and divine. He was not created at a certain time,
but was always one with the Father the Creator.”

Thus, in summary, Athanasius answered Arius at the first
church council before Emperor Constantine at Nicea in A.D. 325.
Arius and his followers had declared that Jesus was created from
nothing and was not of the same essence as the Father, nor was the
Holy Spirit. Thus his arguments denied the divinity of Jesus and
the existence of the Trinity. This early controversy had threatened
to tear the church in two only twelve years after Christianity was
legalized in the Roman Empire. It seemed that if the devil could not
stop Christianity from without, he would try to divide it from within.

Thus, Athanasius, who was at the time the secretary to
Alexander, the bishop of Alexandria, found himself the key oppo-
nent of Arius and his teachings, and the main proponent for Jesus’
divinity. This struggle would mark the rest of his life.

In the end, the majority of the 318 church leaders
Constantine had called to Nicea sided with Athanasius, and Arius
was excommunicated and exiled to Illyria for his false teachings.
The Nicene Creed was adopted by the assembly to state the essen-
tial tenets of the Christian faith. Though truth had won in Nicea,
the conflict was far from over.

After the council, Athanasius retuned to Alexandria and a
monastic lifestyle. When Alexander died, Athanasius was chosen
as his successor and the bishop of Alexandria. During this time
Arius, with the help of his friend Eusebius of Nicomedia (who was
also a primary Christian historian of the period) who had some
influence with Emperor Constantine, pleaded to return to
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Alexandria. He claimed to have repented and wanted to be rein-
stated in the church. Constantine, hoping for a political reunion of
the dissenting parties and a bartered peace, ordered Athanasius to
take Arius back into the church. Anthanasius refused, stating that
it was up to the church to initiate such a reunion, not the state. He
could not call a spiritual brother any advocate of a doctrine “that
was fighting against Christ.”

Suddenly other charges were brought against Athanasius—of
cruelty and even murder. When the charges were successfully refut-
ed, charges were brought that Athanasius had opposed certain
shipments of supplies to Constantinople. Though little proof was
shown in these cases, Constantine’s jealousy for his authority and
his city were aroused enough that Athanasius was banished for the
rest of Constantine’s reign.

Though Athanasius won back his seat in the church leader-
ship under Constantine’s son, Constantine II, and Arius had died
suddenly in A.D. 334, the battle was still not over. Due to contin-
ued Arian influences, Athanasius was exiled another four times
and spent a total of seventeen of his forty-six years as bishop in exile.
In one instance an Arian bishop was put in his place in
Alexandria, and those who had favored Athanasius’s view of Jesus
were persecuted.

In A.D. 366 he returned to Alexandria after his fifth exile and
remained free for the rest of his life. Through it all, he remained
steadfast in his faith and defense of Jesus’ divinity. He saw to the
building of many churches and stood for the Truth in all that he
did, whether it was in opposition of governors, emperors, or false
brethren.

¥ e i

What are the essentials of the Christian faith? While it is clear-
ly good that we are as open-minded as possible to be one in Christ
and a unity of believers in His universal church, Christians are dif-
ferent from those in the rest of the world in many important ways.
Paul seemed to acknowledge that while some things are essential,
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others are open to the dictates of conscience and personal convictions
(see 1 Cominthians 7:6). What are those essential things?

This was the struggle Athanasius fought. What is it that truly
separates the wheat from the chaff? What essentials must a Christian
believe to be in Christ? To answer these questions, Athanasius helped
create a creed or oath of basic.beliefs to separate the true revelations of
God from the fabricated. Though the Nicene Creed that was devel-
oped from this effort does not represent all the truth we need to live as
Christians on the earth, it does express the essentials that can help us
identify who is in the body of Christ and who is not. Questions of
Jesus’ divinity, His death and resurrection, the existence of the Trinity,
the Virgin Birth, and others of the miracles surrounding Jesus’ life are
not optional for the true believer and revolutionary.

The Nicene Creepn

We believe in one God,
the Yather, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, 1light from 1light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
FYor us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the
Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
Yor our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
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in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the IFather.
He will come again in glory
to judze the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,
the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son
is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church.
We acknowledgze one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

For we did not follow cunningly devised fables when we
made known to you the power and coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of His majesty. For
He received from God the Father honor and glory when
such a wvoice came to Him from the Excellent Glory:
“This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”
And we heard this voice which came from heaven when
we were with Him on the holy mountain.
We also have the prophetic word made more sure, which
you do well to heed as a light that shines in a dark place,
until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your
hearts; knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is
of any private interpretation, for prophecy never came by
the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were
moved by the Holy Spirit.
Peter
(2 Peter 1:16-21 Nkyv)
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While the troops of Mahomet 11 surrounded Constantinople in
1493 and it had to be decided if the Balkans would be under
Christian or Mohammedan dominion for centuries,

a local church council in the beseiged city discussed the
following problems: What color had the eyes of the virgin
Mary? What gender do the angels have? If a fly falls in
sanctified water, is the fly sanctified or the water defiled?

It may be only a legend, as concerns those times, but peruse
Church periodicals of today and you will find that questions
just like this are discussed. The menace of persecutors and the
sufferings of the underground church are scarcely ever men-

208 tioned. Instead, there are endless discussions about

theological matters, about rituals, about nonessentials. . ..

In formerly Communist Russia, no one remembered the argu-
ments for or against child or adult baptism, for or against

papal infallibility. They are not pre- or
postmillennialists. They cannot interpret prophecies and don’t
quarrel about them, but I have wondered very often at how
well they could prove the existence of God to atheists.

RiCHARD WURMBRAND
FOUNDER OF THE VOICE OF THE MARTYRS
SPENT FOURTEEN YEARS IN A COMMUNIST PRISON
ROMANIA
1940s, '50s, AND '60s
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An Explosive Prayer

Iranian Pastor ‘ Iran‘ Ce 1990

“Lord,” the pastor prayed, “I cannot take any more of this
questioning. Please, release me from this!”

Already the pastor had been in and out of prison, and now he
was called every two weeks by the secret police for interrogations.
The interrogations were the same questions over and over, accus-
ing the pastor of being a spy from the West.

The next morning, the pastor was again to go to the secret
police headquarters, and he asked his church members to pray that
God would provide him a way out.

“I see you are here,” said the officer, taking him into the ques-
tioning room. Before they could begin the questioning, however,
the tape recorder sitting on the table exploded. Flames came out of
it, and it was obvious it would never work again.

“What are you doing?” the guard asked angrily, seeing the
slight smile in the pastor’s eyes.

“I am praying for you,” the pastor answered. “You are not
fighting against me, you are fighting against God. You cannot win
against Him.”

“Go home,” the officer yelled, and the pastor quickly left.

He ran into his house and asked his wife, “What happened?”

“Three older ladies from the church came here,” she said.
“We gathered around and joined hands and prayed for you, that
God would protect you from the interrogation.”

When they further discussed the two incidents, they found
that the time the women had gathered for prayer was exactly the
time the tape recorder had exploded.
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It is essential that we never forget the power of prayer. “Ye have
not, because ye ask not” (James 4:2 KJv) is the admonition of the
Scriptures. Nothing is impossible for God! A revolutionary Jesus
Freak is not afraid to ask great things from a great God. Let the exam-
ple of these modern-day prayer warriors serve as a reminder to us.

This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that

if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. And

if we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—awe know
that we have what we asked of him.

John

(1 John 5:14-15 N1v)

_——
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Loyal to Their Bridegroom 2
Nunilo and Alodia ‘ Osca, Spain | AeDe 851

Nunia and Alodia’s father had been a Muslim man and when
he died, their mother married another man who was a Muslim.
With these two sisters desiring nothing more than to follow Jesus
with all of their hearts, they were forced to leave their home and
flee to their aunt’s house, who was also a devoted Christian.
Though they had hoped this relocation would solve their problems,
it instead compounded them.

Being very devout Christians and having a Muslim father
brought the mark of apostasy on them from those in the commu-
nity, and they were soon called before a local Moorish judge. The
judge began by offering them wealth and good marriages if they
would recant Jesus and embrace the god of Muhammad, but as they
persisted in their refusals, his offers turned to threats of torture and
execution.

The sisters gave him the following testimony:

O judge! How is it that you command us to turn away from
true godliness, since God has made it known to us that no
one is richer or a better bridegroom than Jesus Christ, our
Savior? No way of life is more blessed than the Christian
faith by which we live and by which mere men have con-
quered kingdoms. To dwell with Him and to live in Him is
our only true provision, but to depart from Him is eternal
damnation. We will never be separated from communion
with Him as long as we live in this life; for having given
and entrusted our youth into His keeping, we hope to even-
tually become his bride.

The transient riches of this world, which you have offered
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us, have no appeal; we count them as manure and loss that
we might gain Christ, because we know that everything
under the sun except Jesus and true faith in Him is empti-
ness.

Nor are we moved by your threats of punishment, for such
things are even more temporary. As for death, the thing
you have presented to us as the final terror is a thing not to
be feared but desired, because we know that through it we
go without delay to heaven, and to Christ our Bridegroom,
and there to be embraced by Him and forevermore insepa-
rable from Him through His love.

Seeing their determination at this point, he decided to wear
212 them down slowly, separating them and putting them into homes
with Muslim women who instructed them daily in the teachings of

[slam.

After a time they were brought before the judge again and,
rather than having succumbed to the indoctrination, spoke as
strongly and as lovingly of Jesus as they had before. At this, the
judge sentenced them to execution with the sword, which was car-
ried out shortly afterward.

Without wavering, let us hold tightly to the hope we say
we have, f